Sample Letter To Mayor Nutter

Date:

The Honorable Michael Nutter

Mayor, City of Philadelphia

215 City Hall

Philadelphia, PA 19107

RE: Mayor’s Oversight Committee — President’s House/Slavery Memorial Project

Dear Mayor Nutter:

First of all, I thank you for the great work you have done in taking the lead on the historic President’s House/Slavery Memorial project.

Second, I understand that your Oversight Committee is in the process of working on the “interpretation” of the project in terms of its words and images. I write this letter to ask that the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth be told about the slavery component of the project.

Far too often, America has denied the horror of slavery. During those relatively few times that America has addressed slavery, it has done so in a watered down or easily digested manner. But slavery was outrageously horrible. It involved brutal kidnapping, disease-infested ocean voyages, heart-wrenching human auctions, tortuous beatings, inhuman sexual abuse, and widespread lynching! It involved not only the loss of freedom, family, and life, but also the wholesale loss of culture, land, language, name, and religion. That was slavery.

And if this President’s House/Slavery Memorial project is going to be honest about history, then it must be honest about the horrific enslavement of millions and millions of African men, women, and children as well as their descendants — not just in America generally but right here in Philadelphia specifically.

Please tell me exactly what you and your committee are doing to tell the story of slavery in a graphic way, a realistic way, and an honest way.

Again, I thank you and I await your timely response.

Sincerely,

Name:

Street Address:

City, State, and Zip:

