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WHO 1O INSPECT?

A ‘Licensed Professional Inspector’ will be able to
provide you an inspection report document acceptable for
closing with the Title Company. Some items on the report
may not be covered for one reason or another and the
Inspector will need to advise you of which items are not
covered and why he was unable to inspect them. Items
not covered may have to be inspected by an engineer or a
licensed professional in the field as to complete the
inspection required or to at least convince you the process
is as complete as needed.

The report given by the ‘Licensed Professional
Inspector’ can and should be compared with the
‘Inspection Checklist’ offered in this guide. The Inspector, in
most cases, will not be held liable for any item on his report
not covered. Thus it is important to talk with him in detail
after he completes his inspection to inform you of all the
incomplete items on his report. This is also a good time to
go over the ‘Inspection Checklist’ with him to cover any
other items needed to satisfy you with receiving a report
complete with regard to the status of the home.

A self-Inspection of the home by yourself using the
‘Inspection Checklist’ will increase your knowledge of the
home and may potentially solve some or all of the
questions you may have about the condition of the home.
This will also prepare you for the professional inspection
and the ability to read the report produced by the
‘Licensed Professional Inspector’. It would be wise to check
the Inspector’s references of prior clients before accepting
his offer to work for you based on the reference of the
seller/buyer and/or his agent.
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WHEN TO INSPECT?

If you are not a professional in the field of home
building or a residential construction consultant, there is a
need to have the home inspected by a ‘Licensed
Professional Inspector’ before you purchase. This
publication is put forth to give the potential homebuyer or
seller a better understanding of the inspection process and
to insure the performance of the Inspector who will be hired
by you or the owner. His performance is gauged in how
accurate an assessment of the status of the home s
revealed.

The “Inspection Report” will be central in the decision
process you make about whether or not to buy the house in
the condition as is or if improvements are needed to
address any or all inspection faults. Having a third party
inspect the house or give an assessment of the “Inspection
Report” may be advised if the potential buyer cannot
interview the Inspector in person. If you are unable to
attend in person and have the inspection performed on
your behalf, the “Inspection Report” should have inspection
photos of all sides of the home and surrounding buildings to
insure all structural elements evident from the ovutside
should be visible.

The Inspector should note if a ‘Disclosure Statement’
has been provided by the homeowner, and will
accompany his report. A complete set of blueprints might
also be made available to assist the Inspector as to note
any or all changes made to the original structure. If a
separate room addition or remodel is evident, then a set of
drawings should be on file at the local code enforcement
office of the city in which the home resides.
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WHY TO INSPECT?

Unless you have a prior knowledge of the house you
are intending to purchase, then an inspection by a
‘Licensed Professional Inspector’ may be the only way to
have an accvurate depiction of the value of the property as
it pertains to the price. The inspection is infended to point
out the condition of the home in all its parts. Whether you
are inspecting a new or existing home, it is important to
have a thorough inspection to insure your liability with the
home and it’s condition is covered for the life of the home
and to protect you from any unseen or unreported
potentially damaging situations which may occur. The
inspection should point out deficiencies, which may lessen
the value of the house. The ’Inspection Checklist’ should
offer a chance for the seller to prioritize his repairs and
improvements leaving some finishes in their present state
thus making consideration in his sale price.

During the inspection, you should become aware of
elements in the home, which add value to the home such
as fresh air intake/transfer or foam filled insulation, both of
which will be required in future new housing. A poor
foundation should be noted and may be in need of repair.
Repairs to the foundation can cause additional damage to
interior finishes whereas a stable foundation may not need
to be repaired although some movement may have taken
place. A pier and beam raised first floor foundation, as
opposed to a solid concrete slab, may offer better
insulation properties, and the ability to remove ground
moisture before it enters the home, thus reducing or
eliminating mold growth.
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WHAT TO INSPECT?

Any inspection performed may not cover all items in
the home due to limitations in the inspection process. The
‘Inspection Checklist’ is offered as an aid to help you in
understanding the ‘Licensed Professional Inspectors’
inspection report.

It is all-important to inspect the items where security
and health issues are the greatest. Areas of concern
include doors and windows, which operate properly,
without fear of getting stuck preventing escape during a
fire. Doors and windows are also penetrations of the home
and therefore may be places where wood rot might have
set in. Other wood rot areas may be found in wet areas of
the home. The utility room is subject to water damage at
the sill plates. The utility room should contain an exhaust
vent for the clothes dryer to release the moisture and
unsafe lint out of the living area of the home and vent to the
outside of the home. Venting to the attic cavity is not
recommended. Cabinets below sink basins are areas to
be checked for moisture and wood rot and noted on the
report as to be in dry condition free from mold and mildew.
Wood destroying insects are attracted to areas of high
moisture and can be seen by detecting mud ftrails leading
from the ground up and into the brickwork or siding.

If the house has gas fueled appliances such as the
clothes dryer, water heater or furnace, then the proper
venting of exhaust gases to the outside of the home is
required. Rain hoods and wind deflectors are needed
items over the vent stacks on the roof or outside an exterior
wall to prevent exhaust gases from venting back into the
living areas of the home. CO2 detection along with smoke
alarms should be in good condition and working.
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WHERE TO INSPECT?

The home has many places where problems may
occur. It is the ‘Licensed Professional Inspector’s’
performance in giving you a quality report with all items
covered and noted to insure you the home is safe and/or
habitable. The entire house needs a thorough inspection in
order for a complete report to be given. As the Inspector
starts his inspection, he will look to the outside of the house
and note the finishes as brick or siding, stucco and the
condition which may indicate any structural problems
which may be current or previously repaired. The level of
the soil around the house and on the lot, which the house
sits, is important with respect to rainwater flowing away
from the foundation.

The condition of the roof and inspecting all
penetrations through the roof for water leaks and wood rot
may save time and money in repairs. Wood rot is
susceplible around windows, chimneys and fascia at roof
edge. The exterior doors and especially the frames at the
ground need to be inspected for wood rot. The perimeter
of the foundation should be inspected for mud trails or dirt
above the level of the lowest brick veneer which may
suggest insect intrusion into the home.

The interior of the home can show signs of foundation
movement or of foundation repairs made to make believe
the home is stable. The inside of the home should not have
loose stair newel posts or tile flooring coming up which are
hazards.

The condition of all appliances should be checked for
operating properly. Any gas appliance will need to be
checked for proper ventilation to the outside and/or an
adjacent window for fresh combustion air transfer.
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How ro INSPECT?

The best method for inspecting the home is to have a
‘Licensed Professional Inspector’ inspect your home and for
you to use the ‘Inspection Checklist’ to insure his
performance. Using the ‘Inspection Checklist’ to self
inspect the home is recommended to educate yourself
about the home and the process the ‘Licensed Professional
Inspector’ will perform.

Great care should be taken in inspecting the home
and surrounding property. The Inspector will carry with him
many tools to help him in his inspection. You should have a
flashlight, prodding tool for wood rot, a Iladder and
insulated screwdrivers for removing the electrical panel
cover. ‘NOTE’ the electricity should be turned off when
inspecting the electrical panel for proper use of wiring, load
requirements, or double lugging of breakers. A keen eye is
used to look for cracks in the brick veneer or the exposed
concrete foundation of the home. Cracks may also
appear in Sheetrock inside above doors or in corners.
Sags in the roof alert to broken framing or lack of adequate
bracing.

Be sure to check the ‘Disclosure Document’ for any
repairs to the foundation, which previously may have been
performed. When inspecting the attic cavity for cracks in
rafters of joists, be sure to step only on the structural
members and not onto the underside of the ceiling
Sheetrock. A hole put through the ceiling may cost more to
repair than the Inspector’s fee, which may be based on his
time, the square footage under roof or a percentage of the
appraised value of the property being inspected.
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DIRECTIONS FOR INSPECTION CHECKLIST

It is recommended to read the entire Checklist before
starting the inspection. The ‘Inspection Checklist’ contains
specific information about a home and its parts. The order
in which you inspect will not likely be the order you find
them on the Checklist. The list of inspection components is
in alphabetical order for ease in recalling when needed to
answer questions with the 'Licensed Professional Inspector’.
Beside each numbered component to inspect are
selections to choose from to accurately represent such
component. Each inspection component should have at
least one entry selected to best represent that component.

As you inspect the home, place a mark next to the
item, which most accurately represents the component.
Many of the components on the Checklist are left for ‘yes’
or ‘no’ answers. Some follow up with a little more detail.
Circle the number to any component question you wish the
Inspector to help you understand.

It will take several hours to perform the inspection by
the ‘Licensed Professional Inspector’. Expect at least this
long or longer for you to finish your inspection. Do not get
discouraged by the time it takes to complete the
inspection. All the hard work you put in will only make your
decision about the home more valuable, and it is a good
time to envision your plans for the future of your home with
regards to improvements you may choose to make. As the
Seller, you will have the added opportunity to prioritize any
repairs or improvements you would like to make.
For additional inspections, use additional worksheets.



INSPECTION CHECKLIST

NAME OF INSPECTOR:
ARRIVAL TIME:
RESIDENCE ADDRESS:

F
P)
)

o1.

02.

03.

0o4.

05.
06.

07.
08.
09.

10.

11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

INDICATES FAULT
PREFERRED ITEM
ADDED SAFETY

AIR FILTRATION: AT UNIT
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TIME OF APPOINTMENT:
DEPARTURE TIME:

AT RETURN VENT

OTHER

ATTIC ACCESS: PULL DOWN STAIRS

LOCATION

STAIRCASE

BY DOOR

BY LADDER ONLY
ATTIC INSULATION: HEIGHT OVER JOIST
BATTEN

CELLULOSE

ATTIC LIGHT AT ACCESS

BLOWN FIBERGLASS

BATHROOMS: TOILETS FLUSH

ELECTRICAL GFI _(P)

EXHAUST FAN WORKING

CABINETS BELOW SINK BASINS: DRY

MILDEWED

CEILING FANS IN GOOD CONDITION: # OF INTERIOR

# OF EXTERIOR

ELECTRICAL DOUBLE LUGGING IN PANEL: Y_ (F) N

# OF BREAKERS

ELECTRICAL GROUNDED OUTLETS: Y_(P)

NON-GROUNDED OUTLETS Y

ELECTRICAL SERVICE IN TOTAL AMPS:
AMOUNT OF BREAKERS IN AMP

ELECTRICAL SUPPLY:. LOCATION

FROM POLE ABOVE

WITHOUT DRIP LOOP __ (F)

FROM BELOW GROUND

ELECTRICAL WIRING TYPE: ALUMINUM

COPPER WIRING _(P)

ELEVATION: HOUSE SQUARE FOOTAGE

TWO STORY

THREE-STORY

ENVIRONMENTAL ALARMS: CO DETECTORS # OF

SMOKE DETECTORS # OF

EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION: 2 X 4
EXTERIOR DOORS: # OF

2x6-_(P)

DEADBOLTS

OPERATING PROPERLY

DOUBLE CYLINDERS _ (F)

WOOD ROT AT SILL PLATE __(F)

EXTERIOR WALL FINISHES: BRICK

% OF

WOOD SIDING

% OF

STUCCO

ROCK/STONE

% OF

% OF

VINYL/METAL SIDING

% OF
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INSPECTION CHECKLIST conr.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

31.

32.
33.

34.

35.

EXTERIOR WALL INSULATION: FIBERGLASS

CELLULOSE WET BLOWN Y / N
FoAM FILLED Y _(P) / N

POLYURETHANE POLYISONINE

FIREPLACE: WWOOD BURNING GAS ONLY
GAS START COAL/PELLET

DAMPER WORKING

HEARTH FLOOR FIREBOX
FLOORING FINISHES: BEDROOMS LIVING
BATHROOM MASTER BATH KITCHEN
FLOORING FINISHES CONDITION: NEW GooOD
FAIR NEEDS REPLACEMENT
FOUNDATION: CONCRETE SLAB

PIER AND BEAM _(P) CRAWLSPACE IN INCHES

# OF ENTRANCES VENTILATION

# OF VENTS

FOUNDATION INSPECTION: VISIBLE CRACKS IN BRICKWORK _ (F)

CRACKS INTERIOR SHEETROCK

CRACKS IN FLOOR

FOUNDATION REPORT: AVAILABLE N/A
FRESH AIR TRANSFER: Y _(P) N LOCATION
ATTIC FAN TYPE:

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: # OF

SPRINKLER SYSTEM FOR FIRE

GARAGE. ATTACHED DETACHED

FLOOR SLOPED TOWARD OUTSIDE _(S)

# OF CARS AVAILABLE CARPORT
HVAC: SiZE OF UNIT

# OF SUPPLY VENTS # OF RETURN VENTS
GAS HEAT ELECTRIC HEAT

DRYER VENT VENTED TO OUTSIDE __(P)
VENTED INTO ATTIC _(F)

HEATING SUPPLY: ELECTRIC NATURAL GAS
PROPANE/BUTANE HEATING OIL
INSULATION IN: CEILING WALLS FLOOR
INSULATION TYPE:. BATTEN

BLOWN FIBERGLASS CELLULOSE
INTERIOR DOORS: # OF HANDLESETS
PRIVACY LOCKS

INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION: 2 X 4 2X6
KITCHEN:. ALL ELECTRIC GAS RANGE

GAS OVEN EXHAUST FAN

LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEM: INSTALLED

OPERATING NORMAL

PORCHES OVER EXTERIOR DOORS: FRONT _(P) BAacKk _(P)

SIDE _(P) BREEZEWAY _(P)
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INSPECTION CHECKLIST conr.

36. RETAINING WALLS: STONE RR TIE BLOCK
SIGNS OF DETERIORATION (F)(Y) (N)

37. ROOM SCHEDULE: BEDROOMS # OF
BATHROOMS # OF DINING ROOM
LIVING ROOM DEN BASEMENT

38. ROOF APPEARANCE: GABLE HIP AND VALLEY
ROOF CONDITION WATER LEAKS _(F)

39. ROOF FRAMING: BROKEN RAFTERS _(!)

MISSING BRACING _(F) GOOD CONDITION
PITCH

40. ROOF MATERIALS: COMPOSITE SHINGLE TAR AND GRAVEL
CLAY TILE SLATE CEDAR SHAKE

41. ROOF VENTILATION TYPE: GABLE VENTS _ (P)

SOFFIT VENT _(P) # OF RIDGE VENTS _(P) # OF
FAN FORCED VENT H# OF TURBINE VENT H# OF

42. SEWER: CITY SEWER SEPTIC
SIZE TANKS DRAIN SUB-SURFACE AEROBIC

43. STAIRS: SPACE BETWEEN BALUSTERS
HEIGHT OF BALUSTRADE HEIGHT OF RISERS
LOOSE RAILING _(F) LOOSE NEWELS _(F)

44. SoIL GRADE: AWAY FROM FOUNDATION _(P)

45. WATER FILTRATION: Y N REVERSE OSMOSIS
MEMBRANE FILTRATION CARBON FILTRATION
WATER SOFTENER

46. WATER HEATER: ELECTRIC GAS

PROPER EXHAUST VENTING TO OUTSIDE _(S)

WITH RAIN HOOD AT ROOF VENT _(S)

47. WATER METER: LOCATION

SHUT-OFF
48. WATER SUPPLY: CITY/TREATED
WELL ON PROPERTY OFF PROPERTY
49. WATER TUBING TYPE: COPPER _(P) PVC
OTHER
50. WINDOW IN EVERY BEDROOM: Y (S) / N
51. WINDOW GLASS: SINGLE PANE DOUBLE PANE
TINTED TEMPERED GLASS AT DOOR _(S)

52. WINDOW TYPE: WOOD ALUMINUM VINYL




All Rights Reserved © DFW
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

ACQ: AMINE-COPPER-QUATERNARY - THE CHEMICALS USED TO TREAT MATERIALS FOR THE
PREVENTION OF WOOD ROT AND BUG INFESTATION. ACQ IS REPLACING CCA, WHICH
CONTAINS ARSENIC.

AGGREGATE, ROCK - COMES IN VARIOUS DIAMETERS FOR DIFFERENT USES.

ATTIC: THE AREA INSIDE THE ROOF CAVITY UNDER THE RAFTERS AND ABOVE THE CEILING
JOISTS.

BASE MOLDING.: DECORATIVE FINISHED WOOD STRIP ATTACHED TO INTERIOR WALL BOTTOM
TO COVER EDGE OF FLOOR FINISHES.

BATTEN. LONG ROLLS OR SINGULAR LENGTHS OF MATERIALS.

BEAM: A HORIZONTAL STRUCTURAL MEMBER USED TO SPAN JOISTS OR SUPPORT ADDITIONAL
WEIGHT ABOVE. REQUIRES POSTING UNDERNEATH.

BUILDER: THE NEW HOME GENERAL CONTRACTOR.

CCA: COPPER-CHLORINE-ARSENIC - REFERRING TO THE CHEMICALS USED TO TREAT
MATERIALS IN A WATER BASED SOLUTION FILLED VACUUM/SATURATION TANK. THE CCA
TREATMENT WILL BE DISCONTINUED AFTER YEAR 2002.

CASING:. FINISHED TRIM MOLDINGS AROUND DOORFRAMES ATTACHING JAMBS TO WALLS.

CELLULOSE: RECYCLED PAPER FIBER; SOME CONTAINING INSECT REPELLANTS; SOME USING
MOISTURE TO ASSIST IN BLOWING AND RETAINING INTO WALL AND /OR ATTIC CEILING CAVITIES.

CO: CARBON MONOXIDE
CODE: A STANDARD SET BY WHICH MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP MUST ADHERE.
COLUMN: A STRUCTURAL/ARCHITECTURAL POST SUPPORTING STANDING WEIGHT ABOVE.

CONTRACTOR.: THE PERSON OR BUSINESS WHO PROVIDES THE MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP
TO COMPLETE THE PRODUCT.

CONVECTION. THE TRANSFER OF HEAT FROM ONE AREA TO ANOTHER.
DEADBOLT: A LOCKING LATCH AT EXTERIOR DOORS USED FOR ADDITIONAL SAFETY.

DEFICIENCIES: FAULTS OF PROBLEMS

13
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS conr.

DETACHED: NOT CONNECTED BY ROOF, SEPARATE FROM MAIN LIVING QUARTERS.

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT, A LIST OF ALL IMPROVEMENTS TO THE HOME WHILE YOU LIVED
THERE AND FROM THE PREVIOUS OWNER.

DOOR JAMB: THE WOOD FRAME DOOR HINGES ARE SCREWED INTO. THE OPPOSITE SIDE IS THE
STRIKER JAMB TO WHICH THE DOOR LATCHES. THE HEADER JAMB IS OVER THE TOP OF THE
DOOR AND MAY CONTAIN CATCHES FOR DOORS, WHICH SHUT IN THE MIDDLE.

DooRsTOP: REFERS TO EITHER THE WOOD STRIP MOUNTED TO DOORJAMB TO PROHIBIT DOOR
FROM PASSING THROUGH THE OPENING. A HARDWARE ITEM SECURED TO BASE MOLDING TO
PREVENT DOOR HANDLES FROM DAMAGING WALLS.

DoUBLE CYLINDER: EXTERIOR LOCKSET KEYED BOTH SIDES.

DRIP LOOP: A LOWERING OF THE ELECTRICAL FEED JUST BEFORE ENTERING THE CONDUIT
ABOVE THE HOUSE; USED TO PREVENT WATER FROM TRAILING INTO THE CONDUIT.

ELEVATION: A DRAWING TO SCALE (ACCURATE) OF THE EXTERIOR HOME FINISHES FROM
DIFFERENT VIEWING POSITIONS RELATIVE TO NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST.

FACADE: REFERRING TO BRICK, MEANING THE BRICK IS ONLY FOR THE FACE AND NOT FOR THE
STRUCTURE.

FAsSCIA: THE FINISHED BOARD AT THE EDGE OF THE ROOF. THE FASCIA WILL BE HORIZONTAL
UNLESS IT IS ATTACHED TO A GABLE RAFTER, THEN IT WILL RUN UPHILL TOWARDS THE PEAK/
RIDGE.

FOOTER: A CONCRETE POUR BELOW GRADE SUBSTANTIAL ENOUGH TO SUPPORT A HEAVY
STANDING LOAD FROM ABOVE. FOOTERS AND BEAMS SHOULD BE POURED BELOW THE FROST
LINE.

GABLE: A TYPE OF ROOF DESIGN WHERE THE RIDGE IS OVER THE END WALL MAKING A
TRIANGLE WITH THE TWO RAFTERS AND THE WALL TOP PLATES.

GABLE VENT: A VENT HOLE AT OR NEAR THE TOP OF A GABLE. A TRIANGLE SHAPED VENT WITH
MATCHING PITCHES FOR THE GABLE ALLOWS THE MOST AIR TRANSFER TO AND FROM THE ATTIC
CAVITY.

GRADE.: THE SOIL LEVEL.

HANDLESETS.: THE DOORKNOBS, EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR, LEVERS OR KNOBS.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS conr.

HEAT EXCHANGER: PART OF THE HEATING SYSTEM, WHICH CONTAINS THE FIRE EXHAUST
FROM ENTERING THE INSIDE AIR OF THE HOME.

HIPs AND VALLEYS.: A TYPE OF ROOF DESIGN WITH THE RIDGE SET BACK FROM THE END WALL.
THE OUTSIDE CORNER OF HOUSE IS TIED TO THE RIDGE WITH HIP. AN INSIDE CORNER OF SAME
TYPE OF ROOF WILL HAVE A VALLEY.

HVAC: HEATING-VENTING-AIR CONDITIONING.

JoisT: CEILING MEMBERS TO CARRY THE WEIGHT OF INTERIOR FINISHES. A CEILING JOIST
SPANS THE DISTANCE FORM WALL TO WALL, MOST TIMES THE SHORTEST DISTANCE TO PROVIDE
THE MOST STRENGTH. A FLOOR JOIST WILL CARRY THE LOAD OF FLOORING FINISHES AND ALSO
DISPERSE THE WEIGHT OF THE WALLS AND WEIGHT OF OVERHEAD COMPONENTS.

LANDMARK. A POINT OF ORIGIN.

LOCKSET: HANDLESET USED FOR LOCKING EXTERIOR DOORS.

MANTLE: LEDGE ABOVE FIREPLACE FOR DISPLAYING. FORMAL MANTLE MAY INCLUDE
COLUMNS, HEADERS, OR MANY ORNATE APPLICATIONS.

MASONRY. BRICK, ROCK, STONE, ETC. TRADESMAN KNOWN AS MASON.
MAsTiIc: GLUE.
MONOLITHIC: REFERRING TO SLAB POURED ALL AT ONE TIME.

MORTAR. MASONRY MIX INCLUDING SAND AND CEMENT USED TO INSTALL BRICK OR ROCK TO
VENEER FINISHES.

NEWEL PosT: THE STARING POST WHERE RAILINGS ARE ATTACHED.

PERMIT: \WRITTEN APPROVAL FROM CITY FOR WORK TO PROCEED.

PITCH: REFERRING TO THE ROOF AND WHAT ANGLE ABOVE HORIZONTAL IS THE SLOPE. PITCH
IS GIVEN AS A RATIO OF RISE OVER RUN. THUS A SIX AND TWELVE PITCH WILL TRAVEL UP SIX
INCHES FOR EVERY TWELVE INCHES TRAVELED IN.

PLUMB. 90 DEGREES FROM HORIZONTAL, VERTICAL UP AND DOWN.

PORCH: AN AREA, FRONT OR BACK OF HOUSE AT DOORS, USUALLY COVERED.

PosT: A VERTICAL STRUCTURAL MEMBER USED TO SUPPORT ADDITIONAL WEIGHT. WITHIN A
WALL, TWO OR MORE STUDS SECURED TOGETHER SUPPORTING A BEAM.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS conr.

POLYURETHANE. BLOWN INSULATION; DENSE AND VERY RIDGED; MAY NOT COMPLETELY FILL
WALL CAVITY BETWEEN STUDS.

POLYISONINE: BLOWN INSULATION, LESS DENSE AND FILLS THE ENTIRE WALL CAVITY
BETWEEN STUDS

POST TENSION. REFERRING TO CABLES INSIDE SLAB INSTEAD OF REBAR. THE CABLES ARE
BROUGHT TO TENSION UNDER A LOAD, THEN SECURED AT EDGE OF SLAB RESULTING IN A LIVE
LOAD. SOIL TYPES AND LOCATION OF HOUSE MAY PERMIT OR DENY THIS TYPE OF STABILIZATION
OF THE SLAB.

PRINTS. THE BLUEPRINTS OF THE HOME OR ADDITION.

PURLING. A TYPE OF ROOF BRACING ANGLED AGAINST RAFTER SECTION.

RADIATION, THE TRANSFER OF HEAT FROM ONE AREA TO ANOTHER THROUGH THE AIR SPACE
BETWEEN THE TWO.

RAFTER' THE WOOD MEMBER FROM THE WALL TOP PLATES TO THE RIDGE, HIP, OR VALLEY.
THE RAFTER CARRIES THE WEIGHT OF ROOF FINISHES. HEAVIER ROOF FINISHES WILL REQUIRE
MORE RAFTERS AND ADDITIONAL BRACING.

REBAR: METAL BARS USED INSIDE CONCRETE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL/REQUIRED STRENGTH;
COMES IN DIFFERENT SIZES FOR DIFFERENT LOAD REQUIREMENTS AS PER CODE COMPLIANCE.

RETROFIT. INSTALLATION AFTER HOME IS COMPLETED.

RIDGE: THE HIGHEST MEMBER OF THE ROOF RUNNING HORIZONTAL. THE RIDGE IS WHERE THE
COMMON RAFTERS FROM THE WALL PLATES ATTACH. HIPS AND VALLEYS MOST OFTEN ARE
ATTACHED TO THE RIDGE.

SASH. \WINDOW FRAME CONTAINING GLASS.

SHEATHING. A RIGID MATERIAL SUCH AS PLYWOOD, EXTERIOR LAP GYPSUM, FOIL FOAM BOARD,
DENI BOARD, ETC. USED TO COVER EXTERIOR WALL FRAMING FROM WEATHER TRANSFER TO
INTERIOR AND TO INCREASE WALL RACK STRENGTH.

SHEETROCK. GYPSUM BOARD USED TO COVER INTERIOR FRAMING.

SIDING. EXTERIOR FINISH MATERIAL INSTEAD OF MASONRY. HORIZONTAL WOOD, PLYWOOD,
COMPOSITES INCLUDING CONCRETE ENCRUSTED VINYL. USUALLY REQUIRES PAINTING TO
PROTECT FROM THE ELEMENTS.

SILL PLATE: THE BOTTOM PORTION OF EXTERIOR WALL WHERE DOORJAMBS MEET THRESHOLD.

SLAB FOUNDATION. THE CONCRETE POURED FOR THE FIRST FLOOR OF THE HOME INCLUDING
BEAMS UNDER GRADE.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS conr.

SOFFIT: THE LEVEL CEILINGS UNDER THE ROOF OVERHANG. ALSO REFERRED TO AS THE
EAVES.

SOFFIT VENTS: A METAL SCREEN OVER A HOLE PENETRATION IN THE SOFFIT ALLOWING AIR
INTAKE INTO THE ATTIC CAVITY.

SOLAR' FROM THE SUN'S ENERGY.

SQUARE FOOTAGE: THE AMOUNT OF LIVING SPACE UNDER ROOF. SOMETIMES THE SQUARE
FOOTAGE IS MEASURED WITHOUT THE AREA TAKEN BY THE WALL PLATES. A HOUSE 40' BY 60!
WILL HAVE AN AREA OF 2400 SQUARE FEET, THE AMOUNT OF THE MEASUREMENTS MULTIPLIED
TOGETHER.

STUD: REFERS TO THE UPRIGHT WOOD MEMBER WITHIN THE WALL USED TO SUPPORT THE
WEIGHT OF THE STRUCTURE ABOVE. TYPICALLY THE STUDS ARE SPACED APART 18" OR 24".

SUBCONTRACTOR. PERSON OR BUSINESSES THAT IS CONTRACTED BY THE CONTRACTOR TO
PERFORM HIS PORTION OF THE CONTRACT.

THRESHOLD: THE AREA BETWEEN THE EXTERIOR DOORJAMBS AT FLOOR, USUALLY
CONTAINING A WEATHER SEAL; WOOD OR ALUMINUM SEAL ATTACHED TO FLOOR

TRADES: CARPENTRY, PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, MASON, PAINT, LANDSCAPE, ROOFING,
CONCRETE, ETC.

UTILITIES.: SOURCES OF WATER, ELECTRICITY, SEWER, PHONE, CABLE, GAS, ETC.

VAPOR BARRIER: SHEET OF HEAVY PLASTIC ATTACHED TO INTERIOR WALLS ONLY BEFORE
SHEETROCK IS APPLIED. USED TO PREVENT MOISTURE FROM ENTERING INTO THE HOME
THROUGH THE WALLS.

WIND BRACE: A STRUCTURAL WALL COMPONENT, 1T X 4, RUN DIAGONALLY ACROSS FROM

OUTSIDE CORNER AT BOTTOM TO LOCATION UP AND AWAY, CROSSING MULTIPLE STUDS AND
ENDING ATTACHED AT TOP PLATE. THE WIND BRACE IS LET INTO THE STUDS AND PROVIDES
IMMEDIATE AND ADDITIONAL STRENGTH TO WALL FROM SHIFTING DUE TO EXTREME FORCES.
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