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Unique Wedding Program Etiquette and Wedding Announcement Etiquette 
 
Looking for solutions for your specialized wedding needs? Whether you are planning a 
traditional or contemporary wedding, we have unique wedding program etiquette and 
wedding announcement etiquette suggestions for you here! 
 
Other Wedding Stationery Etiquette 
 
So you have selected your wedding invitations, and you feel like you are done with the 
wedding stationery. Think again! There is also wedding program etiquette, wedding place 
card etiquette and wedding announcement etiquette to attend to. If you want your programs, 
place cards and announcements to all reflect the theme of your wedding and have a design 
and style to complement your wedding invitations, you should consider having them 
designed together. 
 
Wedding Programs Etiquette 
 
If you are having a ceremony that not all of your guests will be familiar with, such as a religious 
ceremony or a unique ceremony that incorporates cultural rites, you may want to consider 
putting together a wedding program. Even unique fairy-tale-type nuptials require some sort 
of wedding program so guests can follow along and know where they are in the timeline of 
the entire ceremony. 
 
Any program should include the processional, service components and explanations of any 
ceremonial elements that may be unfamiliar. 
 
Wedding Place Card Etiquette 
 
Seated dinners of more than 20 guests typically require place cards to help them find the right 
seats. Typically designed to match the rest of your wedding stationery, these place cards can 
be pre-printed or hand written. The most common way to introduce place cards to guests is 
by placing them on a table at the entrance. All names will be in alphabetical order with a table 
number so the guests can guide themselves to their tables in an organized fashion. 
 
More upscale weddings often employ a host of ushers that guide guests to their tables 
according to a guest list and seating chart. Once there, the guests will find that their place 
cards are already in place. 
 
Wedding Announcements Etiquette 
 
As a good rule of thumb, wedding announcements, while not required, should be sent to 
acquaintances, friends and relatives who were not invited to the wedding, but may show an 
interest in your marriage. A good audience would be your co-workers or distant relatives. A 
common mistake is sending these announcements to guests who were invited to the 
wedding. 
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Wedding announcements should be sent within a few weeks after the wedding. In a perfect 
world, they'll all be sent within the first few days following. 
 
The wording and design of the announcement will be similar to what you used on the 
invitation. If you chose a more traditional invitation where the parents did the "inviting" then 
that's the way it should be on the announcement. However, more modern couples choose to 
have the invitation-and announcement-come from them rather than their parents. 
 
Thank You Cards Etiquette 
 
Thank you cards are perhaps the most forgotten part of the wedding. Couples concentrate so 
heavily on the ceremony and reception and all of their collective elements that they forget 
post-wedding courtesy. 
 
Many couples choose to have their thank you cards printed to match the rest of their wedding 
stationery. While not required as a matter of etiquette, this is often a good idea. 
 
Everyone who attended the wedding should get a thank you card-whether they brought you 
a gift or not. If they did bring a gift, it's okay to mention the gift specifically in the thank-you 
card. If they didn't bring a gift, then thank them for attending. 
 
Couples or families who received one invitation should get one thank you card rather than 
sending one thank you card per individual. 
 
Whether you are ordering announcements, thank you cards, programs, invitations or other 
stationery, it is a good idea to order everything together in order to save money and assure 
the designs are consistent. 


