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Thursday 7 March 2013 
Auckland 
 
Welcome to New Zealand! 
 

International Flight Information 
 
Airline:   XXXX 
Flight details:  XXXX 
 
The flight details above are as per the information you have provided. 
 
Please be aware that New Zealand has strict quarantine laws and any biological matter (fruit, nuts, soil etc) 
cannot be brought into the country. Please ensure if you are bringing any sports equipment or footwear that 
contains soil, mud etc. that these be thoroughly cleaned before entering New Zealand. This will avoid any 
delays by customs. 
 
On arrival into Auckland you will be privately transferred to your accommodation.  
 

Elite Tour Connections ς Transfer to Auckland City 
 
Phone: 09 275 7377 
 
Upon arrival at Auckland International Airport please collect your luggage and pass through customs. An Elite 
Tour Connections representative will be waiting for you inside the Terminal, Door 9 at the special stand for 
Tour Operators. They will be holding a sign with your name on it.  
 
You will then be transferred to your accommodation.  
 

Location Map and Accommodation Details for Pullman Auckland (formally Hyatt Regency Auckland) 
 
Centrally located in Auckland City the Pullman Hotel is a great base to explore the city.  
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Pullman Auckland ς Superior Room 
 
Address:   Corner Princes Street and Waterloo Quadrant  
Phone:   09 353 1000 
Check-in from:  2:00pm 
Check-out by:  11:00am 
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Friday 8 March 2013 
Whitianga 
 
Today you will make your way to the Hertz Auckland Downtown depot to pick up your rental car before driving 
to Whitianga.  
 

Hertz Car Rental Collection ς XXXX 
 
Auckland City to Wellington Ferry Terminal - X day hire 
 
Pick-up Time:  9:30am 
Address:   Hertz Car Rental 
   154 Victoria Street West 
Phone:    0800 447 260 or 09 367 6350 
 
Please proceed to the Hertz Car Rental Auckland City depot for collection of your Toyota RAV4 or similar rental 
vehicle. Please see the map below for the location of the Hertz depot.   
 

 
 
The total cost of your hire has been paid directly to Experience New Zealand Travel; however the accident 
excess reduction, which is optional, must be paid direct to Hertz Car Rental at the commencement of your 
hire. 
 
Your Comprehensive Travel Insurance policy provides you with rental vehicle excess of up to NZ$6,000.00.  
This should provide you with enough cover for your vehicle, so you will not need to take out the additional 
accident excess reduction with Hertz Car Rental. 
After you have collected your car you will drive from Auckland to Whitianga. The approximate time to travel 
this is 3hrs 10minss.  Please refer to the map included in your documentation for the route we recommend 
you travel. 
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Enroute you will pass the popular Miranda Hot Springs, where the waters of these once swamp-like natural 
springs were transformed in 1959 into what was then the largest thermal pool in the Southern Hemisphere. 
 
You will also pass through Thames, a town that had a larger population than Auckland back in the height of the 
муулΩǎ ƎƻƭŘ ōƻƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǊŀΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ 
around Grahamstown. 
 
A steep hill en-route provides superb views of the Coromandel Peninsula, the Firth of Thames and Auckland 
hiding behind Ponui and Waiheke Islands. 
 

Location Map and Accommodation Details for 970 Lonely Bay Lodge 
 
Nestled in New Zealand bush, 970 is 2km from the Whitianga Ferry Landing, a short stroll to Cooks Beach and a 
ten minute walk to Lonely Bay through the adjacent Shakespeare Scenic Reserve. 
 
The Lodge is conveniently located between the Eggcentric Restaurant and the Mercury Bay Estate Vineyard. 
Tennis courts and a nine-hole golf course are also located close by. The Whitianga Ferry operates continuously 
and takes two minutes from Ferry Landing to reach the shops and restaurants of Whitianga. 
 

 
 

970 Lonely Bay Lodge ς The Shakespeare Suite 
 
Hosts:  Loring Stuart  
Address:  970 Purangi Road 
  Lonely Bay 
  Cooks Beach 
  Whitianga 
Phone:  07 866 5688 or 027 276 4226 
Check-in: 2:00pm 
Check-out: 10:30am 
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Saturday 9 March 2013 
Whitianga 
 
Today you will drive to Hahei Beach for your kayaking trip through crystal clear waters to Cathedral Cove.  
 

Cathedral Cove Kayaking ς Cathedral Cove Classic 
 
Address:   88 Hahei Beach Road 
   Hahei 
Phone:   07 866 3877 
Check-in:  1:45pm 
 
Please check in beside the kayaks, which are in front of the main car park 
at Hahei Beach. It is very easy to find, just follow the main road into Hahei, 
continue past the Cathedral Cove Kayaking office and continue to the end of the road. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ /ƻǾŜ YŀȅŀƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻǳǊ - due to the overwhelming popularity and feedback. 
Run from Hahei, every inch of this volcanic coast is stunning. Paddle through amazing sea caves, explore 
offshore islands, snorkel the marine reserve & enjoy a cappuccino at our exclusive Cathedral Cove Beachfront 
Café. 
 
It is recommend that you paddle in shorts and tee shirt, bring a bottle of water and your camera. There are 
storage compartments in the kayaks and they will supply dry bags so you can bring a small day pack if you 
wish. 
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Sunday 10 March 2013 
Whitianga 
 
Today is a day of leisure for you.  Please refer to the activity options listed at the end of your itinerary as well 
as the brochures for the Coromandel included in your travel documents for options on what to do. 
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Monday 11 March 2013 
Rotorua 
 
Today you will drive from Whitianga to Rotorua. The approximate time to travel is 4 hrs 0 min (237 km).  
Please refer to the map included in your documentation for the route we recommend you travel. 
 

Location Map and Accommodation Details for Wildwood Lodge 
 
Take State Highway 30 East out of Rotorua.  Travel past the Airport on your left and continue for another three 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘŜŘ ά²ƘŀƪŀǘŀƴŜέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ олΦ  {Ŝǘ 
your trip meter as you turn, and travel exactly 20 kilometres.  You will see Morehu Loop Road on your left.  
Turn in here, travel fifty meters, and take the short road on the left without name.  Wildwood Lodge is a short 
distance down on the left.  Wildwood is signposted on the gate.  Keep turning right after you enter the gate 
and this will bring you to the front entry of the Lodge.  
 

 
 

Wildwood Lodge ς Lodge Suite 
 
Hosts:   Simon and Cath Robertson 
Address:   Morehu Road 
   Lake Rotoehu 
   Rotorua  
Phone:   07 362 0016 
Check-in from:  2.00pm 
Check-out by:  11.00am 
 
Tonight enjoy pre-dinner drinks and canapés followed by a superb 3 course dinner which is included in your 
tariff.   
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Tuesday 12 March 2013 
Rotorua 
 
Today you will visit Waimangu Volcanic Valley.  
 

Waimangu Volcanic Valley 
 
Address:  587 Waimangu Road  
  Rotorua 
Phone:  07 366 6137 
Open:  Daily from 8:30am.  

Last admission is at 3:45pm for 5:00pm closing time.   
 
Please present your voucher at the Visitor Centre right by the car park. You will be given maps and information 
about the fascinating geology of the area and staff will also let you know about the departure options for your 
lake cruise. 
 
As Waimangu can get busy at this time of year your boat cruise has been booked for 11:30am. Please note 
that the boat cruise departs from the opposite end of the valley to the entrance. If you wish to walk from the 
entrance to the boat cruise please give yourselves at least 2 hours for this walk. Alternatively you can take a 
bus from the entrance to the lake.  
 
Driving Directions to Waimangu Valley 
 
Driving south of Rotorua along State Highway 5 (the Rotorua-Tupo Highway) look out for the Waimangu 
Volcanic Valley signs 14 km from Rotorua ς turn left into Waimangu Road. Then drive 6 km along Waimangu 
Road to the entrance and car park. 
 

 
 
Your Waimangu Volcanic Valley walk or hike takes you on an ecology-focused adventure of the craters of this 
beautiful valley. As you walk through the youngest eco-systems in the world you will view a range of 
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geothermal activity, native plants and bird-life, an activity not to be missed.  At any stage of your walk you can 
take the courtesy shuttle bus, which regularly circles the valley, back to the Waimangu Visitor Centre.  
 
Easy Walking 
There are many walks, mainly downhill, for you to choose from.  You will see Echo Crater, and Frying Pan Lake, 
the world's largest hot water spring.  The mysterious and dramatic Inferno Crater and its beautiful blue hot 
lake will take your breath away.  Enjoy the serenity of New Zealand native bush.  You will see newly forming 
silica terraces and rare and unusual thermal plants. 
 
Mt Haszard Hiking Trail 
Opened in January 2005, the Mt Haszard Hiking Trail follows parts of the original Waimangu Round Trip 
ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƛƳŀƴƎǳ DŜȅǎŜǊ ŜǊǳǇǘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ aǘ 
Haszard Hiking Trail begins at Inferno Crater and moves high above the Waimangu Volcanic Valley floor. This 
nature hike provides spectacular panoramic views of the valley. We do not recommend this trail for children, 
pushchairs or wheelchairs. 
 
Lake Rotomohana Cruise 
Enjoy a boat cruise on Lake Rotomahana. This beautiful lake has its own separate geothermal system, with the 
ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŀǘ ŎǊǳƛǎŜΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
most beautiful, unspoilt, natural wilderness areas, the lake and surrounding land are protected from 
development. 
 
What to Bring and Wear 
Please wear flat shoes or sandals and bring your camera, comfortable clothing, rain or sun protection as 
necessary and a baby pushchair if needed.  For the advanced hiking option, good walking shoes with treaded 
soles are recommended. 
 

 
 
After visiting Waimangu you will drive from Rotorua to Taupo. The approximate time to travel is 1 hour.  Please 
refer to the map included in your documentation for the route we recommend you travel.   
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Wednesday 13 March 2013 
Rotorua  
 
Today you will take an exhilarating ride in a zorb.  
 

Zorb ς Wet Zorb 
 
Address:  Cnr State Highway 5 and Western Road 
Phone:  0800 22 74 74  
Check-in: anytime from 9am to 7pm 
 
You can enjoy the Hydro Zorb adventure anytime from 9am to 7pm today. Please 
bring a change of clothes or swimming togs and a towel with you.  
 
Zorb Rotorua (the home of the Zorb) is located next to the Agrodome on Western Road (just off Highway 5 to 
the north of Rotorua).  
 
Shuttle service:  
/ƛǘȅǊƛŘŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōǳǎŜǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ the Pukuatua Street (city centre) stop every half hour, Monday to Saturday.  
The No.1 Ngongotaha route passes the Agrodome and Zorb Rotorua.  The bus can be flagged down anywhere 
along the route. The cost is $2 per person each way.  On Sundays an hourly service is offered departing the 
Tourism Rotorua travel centre. 
 
Tonight you will explore Maori Culture through song, dance and a traditional Maori meal (hangi).  
 

Mitai Maori Cultural Experience ς Beauty by Night Meets People of the Land Combo 
 
Phone:  07 343 9132 
Pick-up time: Between 5:45pm and 6:10pm (summer) 
  Between 4:45 and 5:10pm (winter from 7 April) 
 
You will be picked up from your accommodation at some stage between 5:45pm and 
6:10pm for your Beauty by Night Meets People of the Land Cultural Experience.  Please 
present your pre-paid voucher on pick-up.  Please make sure you get on the bus 
ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ΨaƛǘŀƛΩΦ  
 
The opening of this combination, provided by the Mitai Maori Cultural Group, is one of the many highlights of 
the experience. It features Maori warriors paddling down Wai-o-whiro stream by waka (war canoe) - a truly 
special moment, followed by our Maori cultural performance, topped with a succulent hangi meal, tranquil 
bush walk, glow worm viewing, and a visit to sacred Fairy Spring.   
 
Visitors walk through the bush to Rainbow Springs to experience Beauty by Night. You can stroll through the 
park observing the flora and wildlife at night including the new walk-through outdoor kiwi enclosure. 
 
It is a unique opportunity to enjoy Rainbow Springs under light. A unique and magical time is guaranteed. 
wŜǘǳǊƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ aƛǘŀƛ ŀƴŘ wŀƛƴōƻǿ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ wƻǘƻǊǳŀΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦ 
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Please wear warm clothing and flat shoes.  
 
When you arrive please ensure you receive the Rainbow Springs sticker which will allow you onto the Rainbow 
Springs walk.  
   

 
 



9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ϊ [ŜǾŜƭ ннΣ tƭƛƳƳŜǊ ¢ƻǿŜǊǎ ϊ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ϊ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ  
Tel: +64 (4) 473 4470 www.experiencenz.com ϊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭϪŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜƴȊΦŎƻƳ 

Thursday 14 March 
Rotorua  

 
Today is a day of leisure for you.  Please refer to the activity options listed at the end of your itinerary as well 
as the brochures for Rotorua included in your travel documents for options on what to do. 
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Friday 15 March 2013 
Wellington 
 
Today you will drive from Rotorua to Wellington.  The approximate time to travel this distance is 6 hr 35 min 
(460 km).  Please refer to the map included in your documentation for the route we recommend you travel. 
 
En-route today Wairakei is a few kilometres south once you rejoin State Highway 1.  Huge pipes servicing the 
hydro-generation of electricity can be seen from the main road, and well signposted off Karapito Road you can 
walk around Department of Conservation monitored mud pools and steam vents. 
 
About two kilometres north of Taupo is the turn-off for Huka Falls. The loop road provides access to the falls of 
the Waikato River as it powers through a narrow gap of volcanic rock. Viewing platforms and walking paths can 
be accessed from the top of the loop. 
 
The 80,000 hectares Tongariro National Park (a World Heritage Area) is the centre of attraction for this district. 
The active volcano Mount Ruapehu dominates the landscape, rising to 2,797 metres from the surrounding 
countryside. It has Mount Ngauruhoe (also active) and Mount Tongariro to keep it company. The three 
volcanoes are a spectacular sight on a clear dayτin the colder months they are capped in snow. 
 

   
 
Mount Ruapehu is the site of the North Island's premier ski fieldsτWhakapapa and Turoa. The mountain was 
chosen by movie director Peter Jackson to play Mt Doom in his 'Lord of the Rings' trilogy. Other flilming 
locations in Tongariro National Park include: 
 
Mangawhero River  
Frodo and Sam pass a ruined column in a clearing.  
Coordinates:  39° 19.217'S 175° 30.315'E  
Access:  Ohakune Mountain Rd  
 
Whakapapa skifield  
Isildur cuts off Sauron's finger and the Ring.  
Coordinates:  View of location: 39° 14.116'S 175° 33.529'E  
  Location: 39° 14.114'S 175° 33.522'E  
Access:  State Highway 48  
 
Mordor  
Whakapapa skifield  
Frodo and Sam catch Gollum. Gollum leads the hobbits down the Emyn Muil.  
Coordinates: 39° 14.177'S 175° 33.670'E  
Access: State Highway 48  
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Gates of Mordor  
Tukino skifield, Mt Ruapehu  
Frodo, Sam and Gollum look out over the Gates of Mordor before setting out to climb around them.  
Coordinates: 39° 16.667'S 175° 36.626'E  
Access: Walk in from gate on Tukino skifield road, off SH1  
 
όtƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
National Parks: www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-visit/lord-of-the-rings-locations/)  
 
After the desert road, hold on until Taihape which is your best option if you are in need of a break. Brown 
Sugar Café, Huia St, 07 388 1880, is a great little café. 
 

Location Map and Accommodation Details for The Museum Hotel 
 
Take the Aotea Quay exit as you approach the city (1st exit into the city).  Keep driving for approximately 2 km 
on Waterloo Quay which becomes Jervois Quay, which becomes Cable Street.  Museum Hotel is a prominent 
building on the right hand side of the road opposite Te Papa Tongarewa, NZ's national museum. 
 

 
 

Museum Hotel ς Harbour View Room 
 
Address:   90 Cable Street  
Phone:   0800 994 335 
Check-in from:  2:00pm 
Check-out by:  11:00am 
 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-visit/lord-of-the-rings-locations/

