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Introduction


If you are beginning to learn about end times Bible prophecy, prepare to be informed in a refreshingly balanced manner.  You will be exposed to most of the Bible’s end times passages along with brief commentary.  You will learn sound principles of interpreting and applying these prophetic passages.  You will develop an appreciation for many of the issues that are being hotly debated in Christian circles.  Finally, and most importantly, you will understand how you can prepare personally for what is coming.
If you already know a lot about end times and have formed some opinions about how things will happen, then prepare to be challenged.  You will see example after example in the Bible of the danger of holding fast to a particular interpretation of end times prophecy.  Christ warned his believers many times not to be deceived as the end approaches.  You will be shocked to learn that some well-intentioned hermeneutical principles, when improperly applied, can lead to such deception.
In summary, you will better understand the mystery of Bible prophecy and the many different views of how the last days will play out.  You will better be able to answer tough questions such as the following:

· Why is Bible prophecy so mysterious and hard to understand?

· Why are there so many opinions about end times Bible prophecy by serious students of the Bible?

· Is there a way to reconcile the many seemingly contradictory interpretations about end times topics such as the tribulation, antichrist, Israel vs. the Church, the rapture, Babylon, the millennium, and the books of Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah, and Revelation?

· What should I be doing to prepare for end times?

This material is written from the perspective that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and that Jesus is returning for his bride prior to a thousand-year reign on earth. (For other views see a Comparison of End Times Views.) 



Personal Remarks
My wife, Kathy, has had four children.  Each birth was a very different and challenging experience.  From these, she has gained considerable insight into what Jesus meant when he compared end times signs to the beginning of birth pains in Matthew 24:8.  In the face of overwhelming pressure, she learned, even though you know there is a reward at the end, your body wants out.  It’s like a storm that comes upon you with unexpected force.  Part of you wants to escape, and part of you wants to fight.  If you are not prepared, you will most likely be caught up in fear and perhaps even be damaged by the experience.  However, if you have prepared, even though you may be surprised by the magnitude of the event and the direction things take, you will be able to listen to your coach instead of your own body.  You will be able to focus and breathe through it.  The simulations in labor classes, and even Braxton Hicks contractions, are opportunities to prepare by practicing how to listen to the voice that will help you get through the real thing.
As with birth pains, preparing for end times involves acquiring knowledge, understanding how to use that knowledge, and practicing it in real and simulated situations.  Throughout this book, you will not only acquire the knowledge, but you will also see examples of how you can prepare by practicing these principles in everyday life situations.  However, you can only do this by hearing the Coach’s voice, i.e., the Holy Spirit, for only He will guide you into all truth and show you things to come (John 16:13). 



Topics

The subject of end times Bible prophecy is varied and multi-dimensional.  A student or casual observer could get engrossed in many details and interesting discussions of opposing views.  However, the primary purpose of studying this subject should be to better prepare oneself for what’s coming.  It’s not an academic exercise at all, but a critical effort to understand what God’s Word is saying to us and how we should respond.

To help with that endeavor we discuss the following topics:

· Foundation – the principles of interpreting and applying Bible prophecy

· Deception – an in-depth look at the warnings of Christ 

· Timing and Sequence – can (or should) we know how events will play out?

· First and Second Comings – what can we learn from Christ’s first coming to help understand the second?
· Middle East – the role of the various peoples and nations that will be on center stage in end times
· Today’s Prophetic Word – a summary of some modern prophetic words on end times

· Passages – the key passages in the Bible relating to end times

· Events – the major events of end times

· Outlines & book summaries
· Afterword

Foundation

Bible prophecy must be understood and handled carefully.  It is not to be treated the same as Biblical history, laws, poetry or doctrine.  The Basics of Bible Prophecy deals with prophetic interpretation and application, especially regarding end times.  It consists of the following sections that not only provide an introduction to the proper handling of Bible prophecy, but also lay the foundation for understanding the remaining chapters:

· Why Study Bible Prophecy? 

· What is Prophecy? 

· Purpose of Prophecy 

· Prophetic Principles 

· Puzzles of Prophecy--Why A Mystery? 

· Puzzles of Prophecy--Why Two Comings of Christ? 

· Avoiding the Pitfalls of Prophecy 

Deception

One of the main themes of this book is to heed Christ’s warnings in Matthew 24 and elsewhere to not be deceived by false christs and prophets.  The chapter Avoiding the Great Deception discusses whether Christians can be deceived, what forms deception takes, why many of those awaiting Christ’s first return were deceived, and how we can avoid similar traps.

Sequence & Timing 

Most commentators on end times feel compelled to take a stand on how biblical events should be interpreted in terms of sequence and, to some degree, timing.  The views of these sincere Christians, who have thoroughly studied the Bible and sought the Holy Spirit’s guidance, often differ significantly.  The typical variations are discussed in the chapter Comparison of End Times Views.  We also suggest an approach for reconciling these views.
First and Second Comings

A Prophetic View of Christ's First Coming demonstrates in detail how prophecy is difficult to handle, and thus how so many were deceived regarding Christ’s first coming.  We need to learn from these lessons so that we will not be similarly deceived prior to his second coming.

A Prophetic View of Christ's Second Coming gives the key passages in the Old and New Testaments that deal with the second coming of Christ.  The text of each passage is presented, along with a short commentary.  The passages are organized along the following topics:

· Preparation

· Reward

· Signs

· Glory

· Deliverance

· Rapture

· Wrath and judgment

· Satan and antichrist

Finally, comments are offered on how these passages illustrate the approach we should take in interpreting and applying end times Bible prophecy.

Middle East

Middle East Summary includes the following: 

· Commentary on how to understand and respond to the Middle East situation in a prophetic context

· Excerpts from Randall Price’s Fast Facts on the Middle East Conflict
· Discussion notes on the Iraq War and America’s role in end times prophecy

Today’s Prophetic Word
The chapter Today’s Prophetic Word is a summary of end times prophetic messages from Rick Joyner, Paul Cain, Bob Jones, and Thomas Gibson.  While these are not endorsed as true prophetic words, they are used to illustrate typical themes that are being communicated by some claiming to be end times prophets.  It is left to the reader to determine the value of these messages.  The point is that we do have a responsibility to search out and evaluate such information.
Passages

It’s not enough to know about end times prophecy.  We need to know exactly what God’s Word says and be ready to interpret and apply it to our life.  In conjunction with the previous material, the following chapters provide a fairly comprehensive review of the important Bible passages relating to end times, with constant emphasis on using sound principles of interpretation:

· Parallel End Times Passages in the New Testament – this chapter is a verse-by-verse review of Matthew 24, along with the parallel passages in Mark and Luke, as well as 1 Corinthians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 2 Peter, and Revelation.


· Major Old Testament References to End Times – this chapter reviews the major Old Testament end times prophecies in Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah. The purpose is to understand the events that will happen, but also to apply the principles of prophecy while avoiding the pitfalls.  These passages are foundational to understanding Revelation and the role of Israel and antichrist in end times.


· Revelation – this is a set of handouts for a chapter by chapter review with emphasis on illustrating prophetic principles; it is not a comprehensive outline or commentary.

Events

Summary of End Times Events – this is a list of over 80 end times events that are prophesied in the Old and New Testaments.  These are organized roughly with the book of Revelation and are accompanied by scripture references and brief comments.

Outlines & Book Summaries
· The Mystery of Prophecy – Matthew 24 teaching outline
· Preparing for End Times – Teaching outlines for several of the chapters in this book
· Summary of H.A. Baker’s Heaven and the Angels and Visions Beyond the Veil
· Summary of Jack Van Impe’s Revelation Revealed
Afterword

· Author’s Background
· Permission to Use
· Message to Ministers – hermeneutical principles used
· For the End Times Expert

· 
Acknowledgments 


The Basics of End Times Bible Prophecy



Introduction

The following topics are covered in this chapter: 

· Why Study Bible Prophecy? 
· What is Prophecy? 
· Purpose of Prophecy 
· Prophetic Principles 
· Puzzles of Prophecy--Why A Mystery? 
· Puzzles of Prophecy--Why Two Comings of Christ? 
· Avoiding the Pitfalls of Prophecy 


Why Study Bible Prophecy?

Since the Bible is the inspired Word of God, everything in the Bible is profitable to study (2 Timothy 3:16). Most people, however, like to concentrate on the stories and doctrines that are most meaningful to them. Prophecy is often not very interesting because it appears to deal with the distant past or the indecipherable future. Either way, it doesn't seem to affect us today. 

To understand the importance and relevance of Bible prophecy, we first need to see its importance in the Bible itself. At least 25% of the Bible is explicitly classified as prophetic. God's prophets were dear to him. He often judges people on how they treated the prophets. He also is quite fond of saying that certain events must take place in order to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophets. Also, the New Testament writers and Christ often referred to Old Testament prophecy. There are over thirty such direct references in the Gospels alone. Finally, there are many scriptures that attest to the critical value of prophecy. For example, 

For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. Habakkuk 2:3 

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Matthew 5:18 

Christianity is based on the infallibility of God's Word. It is the only religion in which unfulfilled prophecy plays such an important role. It may be said without exaggeration that Christianity depends on the literal fulfillment of Bible prophecy. For if God's prophets are not true, then the Bible itself is not true. Therefore, to have a full appreciation for God's plan for us, as revealed in his Word, we need to know what the prophets have said, what has already been fulfilled, and what has yet to be fulfilled. 

The most important personal reason for studying Bible prophecy is to keep from being deceived in end times. The term “end times” refers to the events preceding Christ’s glorious appearing to return for his bride, the Church of believers. Both the Old and New Testaments contain prophecies about this period.  Many Christians believe we are nearing the end of the end times, or the “last days,” and that the events immediately preceding the second coming of Jesus, also called the “day of the Lord,” are at hand.  Many deceitful events will occur in the end times, so it is essential to know what God's Word says as a baseline for discerning what is true and what is false. 

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-- if that were possible. See, I have told you ahead of time. Matthew 24:24-25 

Verse 24 warns of great deception aimed at the elect of God. We can overcome the enemy's lies by heeding verse 25, "See, I have told you ahead of time," but we must know what the Word of God has already told us through intensive study and meditation. Then we must have an open mind to be able to apply the Word to what are sure to be surprising end times events. 



Personal Remarks 

Throughout our marriage, God has graciously given us prophetic words, i.e., information in advance to prepare us for major events and decisions.  In 1973, Kathy received a clear word from the Holy Spirit that we were to have a house on five acres, and that it would have water on it.  We had just moved into a starter house after I completed military service and I was getting started in my career.  She didn’t tell me about her prophetic word since I was not saved until 1975.  She wrote it in her journal, however, and kept it in her heart.  Once I heard about it later, it certainly seemed like a fantasy, but we “put it on the shelf.”  
Five years after she received the word, I was transferred to the Dallas area, and made a quick trip on my own to look for a house on five acres.  I didn’t use a real estate agent, and quickly became aware that this was indeed a fantasy, especially given our price range.  At the end of the second day of my three day trip, I called my wife in desperation.  She mentioned that someone had told her land was cheaper in the Cedar Hill area, southwest of Dallas.  So I pulled out a map of the Mid-Cities, took a felt-tip pen, and asked the Lord to guide my hand.  I closed my eyes and brought the pen down.  The next morning, I drove to the site.  Within 200 yards of the dot on the map, I came upon a couple of acreage lots (no house) for sale.  I called the realtor and discovered that one of the lots was exactly 5.00 acres and had a creek across the back.  We purchased the lot, built our dream house, and raised our four children on God’s Five Acres.

In the following discussion of Bible prophecy, you will see that the principles can apply to everyday life, as illustrated by this story.  Many Spirit-led Christians have these kinds of experiences.  We need to seek the Holy Spirit so that He may work in our lives in such miraculous ways.  This not only allows God’s grace to flow through us, but it also allows us to better appreciate how to handle Bible prophecy as we prepare our hearts for end times.



What Is Prophecy? 

The Hebrew word translated prophecy is "naba," which means in its root form to flow forth, implying a freely flowing word that comes very smoothly, without any effort on the speaker's part. The Greek root word for prophecy "propheteuo" means to speak for another, indicating that the speaker is merely a messenger, and that the authority for the message is from another source. 

The common Pentecostal meaning of the word is a supernatural utterance in a known tongue. This is "forth telling." When the word of wisdom is used in conjunction with prophecy, it is "foretelling" a future event. When tongues are followed by interpretation, the result is the same as prophecy, since the supernatural utterance in an unknown tongue is translated into a known tongue. 

A general definition of prophecy, then, is a message from God, delivered supernaturally by a person, which may reveal a future event. 



Purpose of Prophecy 

There are two purposes of Bible prophecy. One is to unfold future events to manifest God's power and wisdom. In other words, God foretells events through the prophets and then records the fulfillment to demonstrate that he is in control. Much of the Bible contains these prophecies and the corresponding fulfillment. This is done that we might believe those prophecies that are unfulfilled, but also that we might have complete confidence in all of the scriptures. 

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law. When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you take them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you. Deuteronomy 29:29-30:3 

Here is a painfully clear example of this type of prophetic word to the Israelites. While it almost seems cruel in its apparently fatalistic view of Israel's future, God is really saying that he loves them and will ultimately show his compassion and mercy in spite of their rebellion. What a strong and yet loving example of the power of his prophetic word. 

but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him-- Romans 16:26 

This verse illustrates the importance of prophecy in establishing the validity of all scripture so that we can be obedient in faith. When we consider the requirement that prophets had to be 100% correct, it confirms our faith in all scripture--doctrine and history as well as prophecy. 

The other purpose of Bible prophecy is to allow those who will listen to prepare for what must ultimately happen. This can be done through strengthening, encouragement, and comfort as stated in 1 Corinthians 14:3: 

But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort. 

Occasionally, prophecy strengthens by giving instruction that requires specific action, such as not taking the mark of the beast in Revelation 14:11-12. The many other detailed prophecies in Revelation likewise instruct us in what is about to happen so that we might strengthen ourselves through wise preparation, as athletes condition themselves for the upcoming season. 

Prophecy provides encouragement, or stirring up our God-given courage, as in the call to battle of verse 8 of 1 Corinthians: 

Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle?
It can also convict us, which gives us courage to change, as in verse 24: 

But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all,
In many cases, prophecy is used to pronounce God's judgment on sin. If God's people listen to the prophecy and courageously repent, then judgment will be postponed. Jonah's prophecy of God's impending judgment on Nineveh is the classic example of this. 

We are ultimately comforted by the hundreds of examples of fulfilled prophecy. These assure us that God indeed is in control and that His Word is true, as stated in Romans 15:4: 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Preparation takes on both active and passive aspects. Active preparation for fulfillment of the prophetic vision occurs as men cooperate with God to create the right environment and enlist the support and activity of others to make things happen. Noah is the prime example of this principle. Daniel also did this, undoubtedly as he was reading Jeremiah 29:10. He knew that something had to happen, and he wanted to be open to what God would have him do to help fulfill the prophecy. 

in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. Daniel 9:2-3 

Although there is no record of Daniel's intervention as a court official, his prayer of confession and appeal to God's mercy was heard and God acted upon it to fulfill his word. 

Passive preparation allows us not to minimize the effect of future fulfillment. This is best done by establishing a framework for understanding and interpreting the prophecy so that when it does occur it can be appreciated. Otherwise, its fulfillment will go unnoticed and the full impact on people will be diluted and misdirected. 

An important element in establishing the proper framework for understanding prophecy is maintaining a sense of the immediacy of fulfillment. One must always watch and be alert so that the fulfillment does not catch one off guard. When Jesus was crucified, most people still doubted his authenticity, although many scriptures pointed to the very act itself. We must not make the same mistake by missing prophetic fulfillment when it occurs in an unexpected way before our eyes. 

This was a constant issue for Jesus with his disciples. He frequently would challenge them to hear what he was really saying, but they simply would not because of their preconceptions. Even when he appeared to two of them on the road to Emmaus after his death and resurrection, they still did not recognize him, a vivid illustration that they did not understand or appreciate the prophecies that he would be crucified and then arise after three days. 

He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. Luke 24:25-27 

These disciples, and the eleven, would have to see and touch Jesus and receive more detailed teachings before they could fully appreciate what the prophets had written hundreds of years before. 

Another aspect of passive preparation is making sense of the many apparently contradictory interpretations of prophetic passages.  It is very tempting to pick one, to the exclusion of others, just to reduce one’s level of discomfort.  However, there is nothing wrong with considering multiple interpretations, in spite of the emphatic calls for one side or the other. Matthew 12:25 shows that a kingdom divided against itself will not stand.  Scripture, and especially prophetic scripture, must not contradict itself.  It must work together for a common purpose.  Therefore, to use scriptures to bring division is not of God.  Often the solution is to seek a higher plane where the prophetic scriptures can be understood as parts of a consistent whole.  We may not reach this level of understanding until the actual fulfillment, so to reject potentially valid interpretations may lessen our ability to recognize the fulfillment.


Prophetic Principles 

There are several "laws," or principles, of interpreting Bible prophecy that will keep us from misusing God's Word. 

One is that prophecy is primarily confirmational rather than directional. This means that we should typically look to prophecy to confirm that what is happening was foretold and that God is therefore in control of our past, present and future. We can depend on him for guidance and comfort. We generally should not look to prophecy to tell us what to do about a particular situation. Rather, a prophetic word is more likely to confirm what the Holy Spirit has already been speaking to us. 

For example, in Acts 11:27-30, Agabus prophesied that a great famine was coming soon. From this, the Christians knew that the Jewish Christians left in Jerusalem would be very hard hit, and would need aid. Based on this, Christians in other parts of the world could begin to supply the need when it occurred. The prophecy simply told what was going to happen, but God's people were responsible for determining what action they should take. It would have been very uncharacteristic of Bible prophecy to have given specific instructions for aiding the Jerusalem Christians. 

In Acts 20:22-25 and 21:4,10-14 the prophetic word was clear that Paul was going to have serious problems in Jerusalem. At first, Paul's companions jumped to the conclusion that, knowing this, Paul should not go there. They were trying to read into the prophecy specific direction. The prophecy did not contain such direction. It was meant as confirmation of what Paul had been feeling in his spirit. It let him and the church know that his troubles were allowed by God for an unknown reason, and were not to be considered God's judgments. Thus, just because trials and problems are prophesied, we should not necessarily assume that we should use that knowledge to avoid the trials. Rather, it may be that we should trust God to see us through the trials and to use them for the greater purpose he has ordained. 

Of course, there are cases where prophecy is directional, and may even give very specific instructions.  Before one takes personal words of prophecy (as opposed to Bible prophecy) seriously, however, they should be written down verbatim, prayerfully tested against the scriptures, confirmed by the Holy Spirit who lives within each believer, and discussed with Godly people who have a track record of trustworthy advice.

Because of the mysterious language often used in Bible prophecy, it’s difficult to know what is meant to be taken literally and what is figurative.  This is especially an issue in “apocalyptic” writings such as Revelation, which use many symbols and images.  A conservative approach is to take everything in the Bible literally unless it is clear from the context or language that it is meant to be figurative.  It would be presumptuous to assume a text is using figurative language just because we cannot see how it could happen in a literal fashion.  While it may be true that many images, such as the 144,000 in Revelation, may have a figurative purpose, it would not be unlike God to provide for a literal fulfillment as well.  One concept to keep in mind is that there is a spiritual as well as a physical, earthly reality.  Some of these images may very well be represented literally in the heavenly realm.
A related law is that prophecy is fulfilled literally, but not necessarily chronologically or in the way we expect. For example, when we read Psalm 22 or Isaiah 53, we clearly see these as prophecies of Christ's suffering. Although these scriptures were well known at the time of Christ, most who knew them could not imagine that they applied to Jesus of Nazareth. It is one thing to recognize a prophecy's fulfillment after the fact. It is quite another thing to recognize it as it is happening. Also, the prophecies relating to Jesus are scattered throughout the Old Testament in anything but chronological order. 

Then we have the law of double reference or near/far or now/not yet. This often takes the form of a near fulfillment that is a type of a far fulfillment. For example, Ezekiel 28:1-19 details the rise and fall of the "King of Tyre." This was certainly fulfilled by the historical king of the great city of Tyre, but the language from verse 11 on clearly applies as well to the ultimate destiny of Satan. This law also applies to the second and third chapters of Revelation, where the obvious subject is a church in a particular city. But we know that these churches also are types of Christianity throughout the history of the church and throughout the world at any given time.  Near/far prophecies stimulate awareness of possible ways in which a prophecy might be fulfilled.  The past, or near, fulfillment gives us an example that we can imagine playing out in different ways today, particularly in areas which were apparently not completely fulfilled previously.  In this regard, it is very important to pay attention to the exact wording of prophetic passages.  We can have a general impression about how we expect it to come about, influenced by partial or past fulfillments.  However, the final fulfillment may be quite different and yet still be true to the precise words.

A critical law is that of prophetic perspective. This says that a prophecy will often describe future events as if they were continuous and in immediate sequence, although the fulfillment might actually involve varying spans of time with gaps or delays at unexpected points, and even in a different sequence. The most famous example of this is Daniel's seventieth week in Daniel 9. This prophecy contains three time periods, 49 years, 434 years, and 7 years. There is nothing in the prophecy itself to imply any gaps, and indeed, the 49 and 434 years can be shown to match very closely with the historical period between the rebuilding of Jerusalem and Christ's first coming. However, the final 7 years have yet to occur, some 2000 years later. The explanation here is that one day is as a thousand years with the Lord. Timing is entirely his province and patience is ours. 

Finally, we have the extensive use of types and antitypes.  An example is the temple design as the type of what God was going to ultimately do through the antitype of Christ and the church.  The laver represents water baptism and the altar our living sacrifice.  The bread is the Word of life, and the mercy seat depicts God’s forgiveness of sin as it is covered with Jesus’ blood.  These and many other types are used as language that may only be understood by faith.  But then they add infinite richness to our understanding of what God wants to do in our lives.



Puzzles of Prophecy - Why A Mystery? 

The message of Jesus in the Old Testament is apparent to us today, ever since Jesus instructed the disciples on the road to Emmaus and the Holy Spirit was given to reveal the mysteries of the Scriptures to us. Today, we have the sure word of prophecy and we have the utmost confidence in the accuracy and fidelity of the Scriptures, especially those in the Old Testament, since there is a clear record of fulfillment over and over again. We also know that most Old Testament prophecy has its fulfillment in Jesus. This gives us the key to unlock much of the Old Testament, so that even apparently simple stories are seen to contain rich symbols and references to Jesus, and give us today a much greater appreciation for his enduring work in our own lives. We are overwhelmed when we recognize that God, through the Holy Spirit, has for thousands of years, and through an entire nation, been building a beautiful preview of the redemptive work of Christ. How great is his love for us that he would go to so much trouble to illustrate the breadth and depth of his plan for our salvation and thereby to prepare a bride for himself. 

All of this is so clear today. However, let's imagine what it was like to the people of the Old Testament. They certainly had a good sense of the accuracy of prophecy. They clearly understood the criteria for a true prophet of God, and were undoubtedly quick to judge those who proved to be unreliable. However, they also were rather harsh even to the true prophets. This was because they often did not either like or understand the prophetic message. God did not expect them to grasp the mysteries that were only to be revealed to later generations. He did, however, expect them to listen and accept what his prophets spoke. He also expected his people to be patient and to trust him in the long run, often measured in generations. 

Why did he specifically use mysteries? Why was he not more explicit about his intentions? Did he want to keep them off guard so they would be better examples to us of what not to do? Of course not. God wants his people to do the right thing, and he is not in the business of frustrating us just so someone else will learn something. He also wants to do a work in us, but we are not always ready to understand the next step or to fully appreciate what we need to do to grow and mature. 

Often, the only way this maturing process happens is through experience. Some things just take time. For everything there is a season. At times we can handle a rapid succession of changes. At other times we may need to keep going around the mountain until our weaknesses become apparent and we are finally motivated to do something about it. 

The same thing happens to groups of people, whether families, churches, or the nation of Israel. When we look back on our own life, or our family's, we can more clearly see what God was doing and the real significance of what were mysteries at the time. This then puts us in a position to go on and trust him for the next and even more difficult growth period. The same is true of the nation of Israel. They required many long periods of such instruction and experience in order to grow and be in position to receive God's ultimate blessings. 

Thus, mysteries serve a definite purpose in God's plan. They provide an opportunity to learn and grow at the proper pace, without prematurely putting God's people in positions that would not allow this growth. What would have happened if the Old Testament Jews had prematurely understood the mysteries of Christ? Would they have developed the unquestioning faith to really trust God for centuries of trials and persecutions? We don't know what tests lie ahead, so we should welcome God's perfect timetable that takes us one step at a time into the future. Only when we learn to rest in this progression of faith steps can we begin to really appreciate the wonder and mystery of his infiniteness. 

God also uses mysteries because he wants man to search out the hidden things of God (Proverbs 25:2). It shows a desire to know him and to obtain Godly wisdom that can only come from above. When searching out such things, though, man must know what questions to ask and when. Daniel knew when to ask and when to simply wonder at God's revelations. Jeremiah knew when to ask for specific signs from God concerning Israel's return from Babylon. We can get into real problems and even deception if we ask outside God's will, i.e., lacking faith and purity in our motives (see James 1:6-7; 4:3). 

Keil and Delitzsch (The Prophecies of Isaiah, page 220) say that the virgin of Isaiah 7:14 was "a mystery smiling with rich consolation upon the prophet and all believers, and couched in the enigmatic terms, in order that those who hardened themselves [as Ahaz] might not understand it, and that believers might increasingly long to comprehend its meaning." Jesus gives a similar reason for parables in Matthew 13:34-35 and Luke 8:10, showing that he was finally revealing great secrets but in a mysterious way so that only those really wanting to follow him would be able to understand. 



Puzzles of Prophecy - Why Two Comings of Christ? 

One of the great mysteries of the Old Testament was the dual nature of Christ--the suffering servant vs. the conquering king. The distinction was not at all clear in Old Testament scripture. To make sense of it the rabbis of that time assumed that there were two different persons rather than two different appearances of the same person. The time gap between these two appearances was not foreseen or understood. This is why even Jesus' disciples insisted on his role as the conquering king, in spite of his own statements to the contrary.

If, then, Christ's two comings could not be easily distinguished in Old Testament times, how much more should we be careful not to jump to conclusions about how any particular prophetic event might be fulfilled? Could we not make similar assumptions with potentially disastrous consequences? The real message of Christ's coming, although clearly told in practically every ritual and story of Jewish history, was missed because of the desire to focus instead on only a part of the mystery. The Jews at the time of Christ did not think they needed another suffering representative; they needed a hero, a deliverer from Roman oppression. So they rejected the very savior who ultimately could have delivered them. How ironic it is that the well-meaning study of scriptures, in trying to make sense out of these mysteries, led directly to the deception. 



Avoiding the Pitfalls of Prophecy 

Jesus chastised his disciples in Luke 24:25-27 for not believing the prophets, and then proceeded to teach them how all the prophetic scriptures concerning the Christ had been recently fulfilled. His disciples should do no less today. We must know the facts and relationships about his return in prophetic scriptures and be able to apply them properly when the time comes. 

There is more to understanding prophecy, however, than just knowing the "what's" and "how's." We must also be aware of our own spiritual condition, and thus the need for repentance, so that we may be clean and thereby fully comprehend prophetic events as they happen. This is not easy. Christ's own people did not appreciate his first coming to a large degree because of the selfish use of prophecy. The religious leaders had a preconceived notion of how Old Testament Messianic prophecy should be fulfilled so that their own position and lifestyle would be confirmed and enhanced. They didn't want to accept the Suffering Servant who emphasized repentance and true holiness, because if they did, they would have to admit their own sin. 

As an example, in John 7:41-42, 52, the Jews implied that Christ could not come from Galilee because it was not mentioned in scripture. 

Others said, "He is the Christ." Still others asked, "How can the Christ come from Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?"...They replied, "Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee."
However, Matthew 4:14-16 confirms that the scripture, found in Isaiah 9:1-7, was literally fulfilled by Christ's Galilean origin. 

to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles-- the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."
The real reason the Jews couldn't see this was their sinful prejudice against the region, which had a low social status. They would much rather have seen the Christ come from Judea, a more acceptable area, and also more prominently mentioned in prophetic scripture. 

There were other reasons the Jews missed their Messiah. Many were simply led astray by the leaders because they could not search the scriptures themselves. This compounds the condemnation of those leaders. Others may have known better, especially those who were personally touched by Jesus' ministry, but they still allowed themselves to be overcome with doubt and fear when things didn't work out as they had hoped. Perhaps they really wanted a leader who would save them from the Romans, not one who would merely save them from themselves. 

Then there were the many who went from miracle to miracle, not seeing the overriding significance of what was being done and said, but just trying to get their needs met. These would simply have to experience many difficult things before they could even begin to grasp any deeper significance. Witness this dialog after the feeding of the five thousand: 

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval."...Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you...On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?"...From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. John 6:26-27, 53, 60, 66 

An unusual amount of attention has been placed on end times in the past 30 or 40 years. There is a high level of expectation that the time is near, and that Scripture is being fulfilled almost daily. With all of the excitement, it is very tempting for the believer to pick a specific interpretation of prophetic scripture and consider it to be doctrine. Doctrine is meant to be believed and followed completely, but prophetic scripture, as we have seen above, cannot be so exactly applied. It is especially dangerous to see prophecy as predicting a rigid series of events that must happen in a certain order or time frame. This can result in great disappointment and even questioning true doctrine when events do not occur according to the predetermined pattern. 

An example of this a number of years ago was the publicity surrounding the book 88 Reasons Why The Rapture Could Be In 1988. While it generated a lot of attention and got people interested in Christ's second coming who wouldn't have otherwise cared, it also generated a lot of frustration. Even those who knew that setting dates was wrong couldn't help but have their expectations raised, only to be dashed once again as the month and year slipped by without incident. 

A good example of dealing with Biblical prophecy is how some Christians have learned to handle personal prophecy in their own lives. As we receive prophetic words about our own circumstances from the inward witness of the Holy Spirit, from Godly people whom we trust, or from scriptures that come alive to us, we quickly learn not to read too much into the prophecy or jump to conclusions. Usually the timing turns out to be quite different from what we first imagined, and God often has very unexpected ways of working out his plans. Most Christians who have experienced the joy of waiting on God's perfect timing and method to fulfill a prophetic vision for their life have also learned to receive prophecies gratefully and respectfully and then to put them on a shelf and patiently wait for the fulfillment. They also have learned to wait on God's specific direction and timing in working out the details of the fulfillment, and they know not to try to force things on their own. 

Like Simeon and Anna in Luke 2, who spent a lifetime preparing to meet the baby Jesus, we must be willing to lead lives of holiness and dedication, being constantly led by the Holy Spirit, and earnestly expecting Christ's return. Most likely, Simeon and Anna had long since given up on the popular theories about where the Messiah would come from and what he would be like. They simply trusted God, spent time in his presence, studied the scriptures, and listened very carefully to the Holy Spirit. They were expecting Jesus at any time, and were going about God's business when he appeared to them in a very unexpected way. 





Avoiding The Great Deception



This chapter explores the possibility that believers can be deceived by adhering to a single-minded interpretation of prophetic end times events—and how to avoid it. 

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-- if that were possible.
Matthew 24:24 

These questions form the outline for this study: 

· Could it really be possible to deceive the elect? 
· How can paradigms lead to deception? 
· What kind of deception is this verse talking about? 

· What are some examples of deception from which we can learn? 

· How can the elect avoid deception? 

· Who are "the elect"? 


Could It Really Be Possible To Deceive the Elect? 

The Greek phrase, "if that were possible," is used in several other verses. 

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." Matthew 26:39 

Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. Acts 20:16

When daylight came, they did not recognize the land, but they saw a bay with a sandy beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if they could. Acts 27:39 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Romans 12:18 

What has happened to all your joy? I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. Galatians 4:15 

In each case, the sense is that the event is technically possible, although it may be difficult to see how it will come about. In Acts 20:16, for example, Paul subsequently went to Jerusalem for Pentecost, although with much trouble, and the trip ultimately cost him his life. Also, there are many other scriptures warning believers to prepare so that they will not be deceived (see the study A Prophetic View of Christ's Second Coming). Therefore, we should take seriously the possibility of the elect being deceived, even though we know that the grace of Christ will ultimately preserve us.  We should never presume on his grace, of course, but should pursue every measure to be prepared.



Personal Remarks 

Many years ago, as I was meditating on end times issues, I decided to ask a very specific question of the Lord.  I simply said, “Where will the antichrist come from?”  I was completely taken off guard when I immediately received a very clear impression – “Russia”.  I wasn’t expecting a specific answer, so at first I thought this was quite a revelation.  However, as I pondered my information, the Holy Spirit brought to my mind that the scriptures said Jesus would be from Bethlehem, from Nazareth, and from Egypt.  These were places where he was born, raised, and spent a few years in hiding with his family.  Similarly, the antichrist “being from Russia” could mean most anything.  In fact, it could be a source of deception if I were to make this a criteria, and say that if a world figure was not born in Russia, then he could not be the antichrist.  The appropriate way to use this information is to see if a particular candidate for antichrist has Russia somewhere in his background.  This, along with many other scriptural clues, could help to confirm his identity.
Another example relates to the word my wife had on five acres.  When she received that word, we were living in Tulsa.  She spent many hours thinking and exploring areas that had houses on acreages.  However, the word was for another time, when we moved to the Dallas area five years later.  Even then, I was looking for a house on five acres, and only through the miraculous intervention described earlier did I realize that we would have to buy the land and then build a house.  That was certainly not in our paradigm.  But God allowed us to experience the gradual revelation of his plan for us so that we would be able to accept as much as we needed at any one time, and then we would be amazed as he led us into unexpected adventures that would stretch us while fulfilling the desires of our heart.


How Can Paradigms Lead to Deception? 

Christians use paradigms (models or rules by which we process information) to interpret the scriptures. Many of these paradigms are essential to the Christian faith. For example, one useful paradigm is that every scripture is given by the Holy Spirit through godly men for our instruction (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21). This paradigm implies that even though the scriptures reflect the human writer's characteristics, the Holy Spirit is speaking God's words to us, not man's words. We therefore can take the essential meaning of the words as coming directly from God himself. This paradigm allows us not to get caught up in "higher criticism" that whittles away at the authenticity of the scriptures while ignoring God's ability to use imperfect vessels for his perfect purpose. Sincere Christians validate this paradigm through their personal experiences with God's word. They know in their spirits that God speaks to them practical words of love and wisdom throughout every book and verse of the Bible. 

There are other paradigms, however, that can lead to problems. One such paradigm might be that all scriptures have a particular interpretation that provides, implies, or supports a doctrinal position. Much instructional scripture should be looked at through this paradigm, but the mere description of historical events and future events should not. The famous stories of the Old and New Testaments have many lessons for us and may be used to illustrate doctrinal positions, but they do not in themselves contain doctrine. For example, the story of the apostles casting lots for a replacement for Judas before being filled with the Holy Spirit does not necessarily give doctrinal direction on how to choose a leader. (In fact, some may use it as an illustration of presumption.) However, Paul's instruction to Timothy on the qualifications of elders is intended to provide such guidance and may be taken as doctrine. 

Likewise, end times prophecies which depict future events do not necessarily contain doctrine. However, we are so accustomed to using biblical stories to illustrate principles of doctrine that we often feel obliged to build doctrinal positions from end times prophecy. 

One of the most common examples of this is the use of end times prophecies to establish, or support, various positions on when the rapture will occur. This is not harmful if we understand that such positions are speculative and merely represent possible scenarios. However, using the paradigm of interpreting stories and events to support doctrine, many such positions unwittingly are treated as equivalent to doctrine. There are, in fact, conservative denominations or groups who hold a particular view of the rapture as a doctrinal requirement for membership. However, we must be very careful in dealing with unfulfilled end times prophecies. Detailed interpretations resulting in specific scenarios are only possibilities and should not be taken as infallible doctrine. 

To illustrate the danger, suppose one believes, as a matter of doctrine, that the rapture will occur prior to the antichrist being revealed. If end times events do not play out exactly this way, then the believer is placed in the uncomfortable position of claiming that a specific person cannot be the antichrist—while there might be massive evidence to the contrary—simply because the believer is still on the earth!

Another paradigm that leads to similar problems is "there is one interpretation but many applications of a scripture." This typically means that there is one basic meaning of the words, but the principle can be applied in many situations. Again, this is valid for instructional scriptures and even historical stories. However, with end times prophecy, there can be multiple interpretations, depending, for example, on whether the prophecy is literal or figurative. A good example of the difficulty in supporting one interpretation is Matthew 24:40-41. 

Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.
Like many other parables, the interpretation is not given explicitly so that the hearer will have to use discernment. But interpreters have many different meanings about who is left and who is taken. Is this something that should be clear to us, or is it an example of prophetic scripture that will only become clear in the light of fulfillment? Given this uncertainty, is it appropriate to use a particular interpretation to support a doctrinal position about end times? 

Proverbs 18:17 says “The first to present his case seems right, till another comes forward and questions him.”  We like to be confident in our beliefs, and this is a good thing most of the time.  For example, we’re supposed to study the scriptures diligently and discern the word of truth.  But when dealing with the future, man is not really in a position to be certain about very much.  

At this point, one might be tempted to say, “If we can’t know for sure, why bother studying end times prophecy?” Jesus provides the answer in multiple places where he cautions us to watch, that we not be deceived. And one element of being watchful is to know the scriptures and imagine various possibilities for fulfillment and our potential responses. Of course, we will undoubtedly be surprised at how end times actually play out, but we will have done our part to be ready.



What Kind of Deception Is This Verse Talking About? 

God is able to preserve and protect his people from all forms of danger and error. Then why would he say that in end times there would be deception so great that if possible even the elect could be deceived? Does God intend to tempt his people to see if they are paying attention? Does he want to threaten us to make us draw closer to him? 

No, the answer is that God is a loving God, and he wants us to know what is coming so that we can prepare. He is warning us about the enemy's tricks so we can defeat him by turning his devices back on him and by pulling down his strongholds. 

But we have to be aware of Satan's devices. We need to know what he is up to and be able to discern clearly what spirits are working to deceive us. Several kinds of deceit are mentioned in the Bible in relation to end times, such as the following:

· the deceit of wicked men who without shame try to lead others astray into sin

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. Ephesians 5:6 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Ephesians 4:14 

· those who appear to be religious but appeal to the flesh

For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. Matthew 7:15 

At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Matthew 24:10-11 

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-- if that were possible. See, I have told you ahead of time. Matthew 24:24-25 

· those who subtly pervert the gospel by preaching well but actually denying Jesus as God in the flesh 

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. Colossians 2:8 

For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough...For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 2 Corinthians 11:4,13 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them-- bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Peter 2:1 

Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. Matthew 24:4-5 

Woven throughout these kinds of deceit is a fundamental deception that preys on the elect's desire to see things happen in a predictable, visible way (signs and miracles), not willing to wait for God's perfect timing, and ignoring explicit warnings to the contrary. By expecting events to occur in a certain way, we unwittingly open ourselves to deception. Instead, we need to be patient, knowledgeable of the scriptures, and willing to accept God's way of prophetic fulfillment, however much it may differ from our own preconceptions. 



What Are Some Examples of Deception From Which We Can Learn? 

There are a number of examples of this type of deceit. By examining these in detail we can derive some principles that will allow us to avoid similar traps. 

· Eve -- couldn't imagine "death"

The first example is Eve's deception in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-6). Eve had no concept of death, and probably could not begin to imagine what it meant. She had never seen anything die. Everything around her was for good. Therefore, when the serpent twisted God's words, he had a sympathetic ear. Eve was very willing to believe him since what he was saying fit her idea, or paradigm, of the world. The fruit certainly was good for food, pleasant to the eye, and it certainly would give her the knowledge of good and evil, as the serpent said. Tragically, she let these immediate gratifications mislead her into believing the lie that she would not die. Her good but naive intentions were far overshadowed by her disobedience of God's explicit warning. 

Her deception was then compounded when Adam saw that she did not die and assumed that God's warning must not be valid because the results that he was expecting did not occur. She and her husband paid the ultimate price for refusing to take God's word on simple faith and instead were led astray by their own twisted ideas of what God's word said. 

· Sarah -- wanted a family her way

Another example of twisting God's prophetic word to suit our own preconceptions is Sarah's decision to build a family through her maidservant (Genesis 16:1-6). Her unwillingness to wait for God's timing and his way has created centuries of conflict for God's people through the descendants of Hagar. 
This example shows that even the elect are susceptible to deception through their desire to see God's will fulfilled by their own efforts. Many have caused grief for themselves and their families by trying to help God and acting prematurely on a prophetic word. (Another famous example of this is Rebekah trying to make sure that Jacob would receive his father's blessing.) 

· Golden Calf -- was worshipped in spite of mighty signs from God

Another example from the Pentateuch is when the people thought that Moses was not coming back from Mount Sinai and instead began to worship the idols of Egypt (Exodus 32:1-8). They had just seen many signs and wonders, yet out of their impatience to have things happen in a way they could understand, they reverted to their old ways. Aaron even tried to excuse what he did by mixing the pagan idol worship with a festival and offerings to the Lord. 
This is particularly sobering to Christians today, because in spite of the intensity of God's presence in the midst of the Israelites, the deception was that much stronger, undoubtedly because the people had seen God perform mighty miracles when they seemed to need them the most. When they were hungry he sent an abundance of food. When they were thirsty he caused water to flow from a rock. Even their enemies were routed supernaturally through Moses' uplifted hands. When God seemed to have deserted them for a time, they wouldn't accept it and immediately sought other sources of comfort, in direct disobedience to God's word. God always warns his people when they are about to be tempted, but too often they ignore the warnings and instead seek to have things happen to suit their own interpretation of his express will. 

· Joshua -- didn't inquire of the Lord

Another instructive example is the Gibeonite deception (Joshua 9:3-19). Joshua and "the men of Israel did not inquire of the Lord," but made a treaty with a tribe that they should have destroyed. The Hivites were one of several tribes that continued to be a thorn in Israel's side. 

· Saul -- gave the people what they wanted

An even more sobering example is that of Saul, who was anointed king by Samuel (1 Samuel 13:11-14). He began very humbly, chosen sovereignly by God to lead the rebellious people who had rejected God's leadership. This was the source of the deception. The people had a preconceived idea of how they should be delivered from their calamities and distress. They wanted a king like the other nations, a visible sign of power and authority, rather than relying on God by faith. Therefore, their king had a similar fault. When confronted with a serious situation, with the enemy pressing him, Saul acted impulsively, against the command of God's servant, to appease the people and to take matters into his own hand that were meant to be resolved by Samuel, God's prophet. Saul's basic error was not so much disobedience as it was impatience and pride in assuming the priestly role that had been reserved for another. 
When the perils of end times come, we must fight against the impulse to act on our own behalf, when God's anointed representatives are there to show us the way. We must above all things be patient and sensitive to how God wants to work and not presume that he can only work in a predetermined way. The Word, in the same passage, tells to whom we should listen in times like these. Samuel's claim to credibility was that he had "not cheated or oppressed" the people, nor had he "taken anything from anyone's hand." (I Samuel 12:4) 

· Balaam -- one of the most subtle deceptions

Another famous example of deception of God's people is the prophet Balaam, who let greed overcome him to the point that he provided the Moabite king, Balak, with the key to deceiving Israel. Balaam's error was one that is becoming more prevalent in end times. Those who have abundant talents and skills that they initially intend to use for God often are tempted to sell out to the world for material wealth. They keep a semblance of godly behavior, but their heart is not right. Not only do these bring condemnation on themselves, but they lead others astray by telling them that they have liberty as God's chosen and blessed people to do whatever they like, as happened in the church at Pergamum. This is a very subtle deception. The Moabites knew that a frontal assault on Israel was doomed, since their God would give them victory in battle. Moab used this knowledge, with Balaam's help, to boost Israel's confidence in their own invincibility and thus render them susceptible to contamination from their inner moral weaknesses. 
This is the danger in Christians believing that they are so strong and invincible that they don't have to worry about the enemy. They have built up a preconception of their own status and are unwilling to recognize vulnerability and therefore do not stay on guard against the insidious attack from within. 

· Modern Israel -- experienced consequences of faith in oneself

A good example of the disastrous consequences of having a preconceived "faith" in oneself is Israel's 1973 Yom Kippur war with the Arabs. The Israelis had conducted a brilliant preemptive maneuver with the 1967 Six-Day War, and began to believe that they were invincible. The enemy, however, took advantage of this delusion and came back when they were least expecting it, in just six years, and on the most holy Jewish day. The Jews lost a large number of men and almost did not recover. They simply were not prepared due to their idealistic view of themselves and their destiny. 
We must not, as Christians, fall into the same trap. Our strength does not lie in exploits of the past, or even in our confidence in prayer power and faith. Rather, our strength is in our total dependence on our Lord. We must seek daily guidance and strength from Him and not presume that He will automatically protect us just because we continue to use the same formulas and techniques that have worked in the past. He does not want us to trust in anything but Him. If we begin to weary of seeking Him afresh daily, we open ourselves to deception by a modern day Balaam who will only be too happy to confirm our invincibility and might "in the Lord" as long as we follow the magic formula. 

· Job -- overcame Satan's deception through "blind faith"

The most famous Bible example of Satan's attempt to deceive a man in this way is the entire book of Job. In this case, Satan thought he had the perfect set-up. Job was conditioned to expect God's blessings as a result of his righteous and prosperous life. He and his associates developed a strong concept of how God worked, and they would not easily change their paradigm. The battle was particularly difficult since the preconceptions were reinforced by a natural desire for success and wealth. Job, unlike his associates, had an even stronger love for God, and, while not being able to clearly discern the nature of the deception, nevertheless was able to endure the temptation through sheer faith in God's ultimate goodness. 
What an example for end times saints! We can believe in God's faithfulness to reward our faith, but our ultimate trust is not in our faith, but in his faithfulness. This sounds very basic, but, as we see in Job, it is difficult in practice to trust God when things do not seem to be going the way we expect. The ultimate question is, "How big is our God?" Is he really bigger than all our problems and fears -- or by this do we mean that he is only big enough to solve them in the way and on the schedule that we expect? What we should mean is that he is so much bigger than all these things that they are insignificant compared to our trust in him. 

· Temptation of Christ -- Jesus' warnings about deception

In Christ's temptation by Satan using scripture in Matthew 4, Jesus demonstrated that we must guard against improper interpretation to meet ungodly motives. We must know the complete word of God to not be deceived. 



How Can the Elect Avoid Deception? 

As the examples above show, it is very tempting to want to cling to what is familiar and definite, especially if it is in line with the lifestyle we have come to expect. Although we don't like to admit it, we really would like to put God in a box made from our own abilities to conceive precise systems of interpretation. However, God is not only "bigger than all our problems and fears"--he is also bigger than our imaginations and finely reasoned charts with sequences of events that "must" take place. 

We need to be knowledgeable of these prophetic scriptures and use our imagination—not to develop single-minded scenarios—but to practice flexibility and openness to what God may do. The wonder of prophecy is that God is going to fulfill a large number of scriptures in a very precise way and yet in a very creative way that no man would ever devise. If he wanted simply to tell us precise events, he would not use metaphors and mysterious language. Instead, he wants us to get our eyes off the events and focus on him. We can be fooled by people and events, but we will not be deceived if we keep our gaze on him. 

In order to filter through the large number of events that will rapidly transpire in the last days, however, we need to be knowledgeable of the scriptures so that we may know we are on the right track and then know what our response should be as we come upon clear milestones. This is where many missed it, at least for a time, at Christ's first coming. They were not open and flexible enough to see prophecies being fulfilled in ways that differed from their preconceptions, even though the precise scriptures were put before them. And therefore, they acted in very inappropriate ways, from not fully recognizing or appreciating him, to ultimately causing his death.

So neither scripture knowledge will do without openness, nor will openness do without knowledge. Both are necessary to bring events into focus so that God's people may know that the time is right for action. There are times to be passive and times to be aggressive, and we need to know when each is needed. Only an intimate awareness of end times scripture can provide the framework to interpret prophetic events as they occur. And then only an intimacy with the Holy Spirit can give us the ability to step out in faith to do not what we expect, but what he directs. 



Who Are “the Elect"? 

Matthew is referring to God's elect, or chosen ones, who believe in Jesus Christ as their savior. These are the ones who will be with him in heaven: 

And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. Matthew 24:31 

The "elect" is not an exclusive group that God chooses because they are perfect. They are people who believe that God's Son, Jesus, died for their sins, taking the punishment on himself, and then rose from the dead to conquer sin once and for all. All they have to do is ask forgiveness for their sins, confess Jesus Christ as their Lord, and then choose to turn from their sins by following the word of God. As they do this, they realize they have been chosen, or elected, by God’s grace to be in his family, and ultimately to live with him forever. 

If you would like to be one of God's elect, you just have to pray to him, right now, that you believe in Jesus as God's Son, that he died for your sins, and that he rose from the dead so that you don't have to die for your sins, but that instead you can have eternal life with him. Ask forgiveness for your sins. Commit to God that you are turning from your sins. Proclaim that Jesus is Lord of your life, and that you will do everything you can to learn about his word and obey it. You may slip and fall from time to time, but you will get back up, ask forgiveness, and do your best to keep on living for God. Now thank him for giving you this new, eternal life, and for making you part of his chosen family.





Comparison of End Times Views



Introduction

There are many different approaches to interpreting end times prophecy. These approaches are largely based on various fundamental assumptions, each of which guides the interpreter to quite different views. Here is one way of categorizing some of the more popular views:

Figurative

· Idealist (amillennial)

Literal

· Preterist (historical-postmillennial)

· Historicist

· Pre-millennialist (futurist)

· Pre-tribulational (dispensationalism)

· Mid-tribulational

· Pre-wrath

· Post-tribulational



Personal Remarks
You may ask why there seem to be so many arguments and contradictions among sincere, experienced students of the Bible.  As you will see, some believe in a completely spiritual, non-literal interpretation, while others take most prophetic passages literally unless it’s obvious a passage is figurative.  Even then, there are many different interpretations about what events are being described, whether they are historical or future, and the sequence and timing of those events.  Unfortunately, these different views cause not only confusion in the body of Christ, but a lot of animosity as well. What’s particularly puzzling is that adherents of each viewpoint can make extremely rational and convincing arguments based on selected scriptures. 

So what are we supposed to do with the different views—ignore them?  Pick the one that seems to work best?  Nope.  While I believe that adhering to a specific scenario of end times events can get us into trouble, I do think it is helpful to investigate the various viewpoints, using everything from scholarly discussions to fictional accounts in novels and movies. Here are some benefits of exposing ourselves to a variety of end times scenarios:

· We get a more balanced and comprehensive view of possible interpretations

· It stimulates our imagination, helping us to be more open to new possibilities

· We can visualize how we might need to act in certain circumstances

For example, I like to read novels such as the Left Behind series, not because I necessarily agree with the premise of the pre-tribulation rapture, but because it helps me imagine how some of the events could occur.  I find myself thinking, “If I were in that situation, would I have the faith and the courage to do what the novel’s character did?”

My approach is like a passenger in an airplane who is generally familiar with the topology and landmarks around his destination. He doesn't know (or care) the exact route the pilot is going to take, but as he looks out the window, he is able to tell when he is getting closer. Depending on the flight pattern, the landmarks may appear in a completely different sequence than he might have expected, but if he is knowledgeable, he will know when he is nearing his destination, and he will be prepared for the arrival. 

After reading the rest of this chapter, you may ask if I am a “post-tribber” or at least a “pre-wrather.”  While I do have opinions about some of the typical end times views, I really believe that it will happen in a very unexpected way that doesn't fit any of the popular paradigms.  Although it goes against my natural tendency to want to have a firm position, I have been warned by the Holy Spirit that while I may critique certain views, I should not make the same mistake by subscribing whole heartedly to one of the others.  I believe that to hold rigid views is to invite disappointment, and at the worst, deception. I want to be open to what God is going to do, to be sensitive and alert as events progress, and then to be eagerly awaiting that last trumpet call to glory. How about you?



Figurative/Idealist

The idealist view takes a purely figurative approach, not even considering literal interpretation. The idealist is free to find an appropriate application of the figurative concepts and symbols to current circumstances. While most serious Bible readers consider the personal and general applications of scripture as well as the literal meaning, the idealist does not believe that end times passages should be interpreted literally to any degree. They instead see such scriptures as a general portrayal of the fight between good and evil with graphic warnings that encourage the Christian to live righteously. The idealist view is also associated with amillennialism, which states that there is not a literal millennial reign of Christ on earth, but rather that Christians are currently reigning with Christ in a figurative sense as we strive to bring about justice and righteousness in the world.

While this approach to interpretation can be very helpful in emphasizing the Christian's ongoing duty to live righteously, the limitation is that it entirely misses the message of judgment and any opportunity for preparation and understanding of specific prophetic fulfillment. If, in fact, end times Bible passages are prophetic, as they claim internally, then this figurative view can lead the idealists astray to the point that they find themselves unprepared for end times events. Christ repeatedly warns against being unprepared at his coming. 



Literal/Preterist

The preterist (historical) view holds that most of Revelation was fulfilled in the first century, and that many prophetic details relate to the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. This view leads to postmillennialism, which says we are currently awaiting the final return of Christ, which occurs at the end of a non-literal millennium that began with the destruction of Jerusalem, the dispersion of the Jews, and the ascendance of the Church Age. There are some extreme preterists that even believe that Christ’s second coming occurred after the fall of Jerusalem, and that the Church is in the final Kingdom period, working towards complete dominion over the world.

As we move further in time from Israel becoming a nation, and the rapture and antichrist seem even further away to many Christians, this view is gaining in popularity.  It is particularly appealing to serious, literal, Bible students because of the many scriptures that indicate a “soon” second coming of Christ, which would accompany the destruction of Jerusalem within a generation.  Also, one can find many first century detailed events both literally and figuratively described in prophetic passages. 

Although this interpretation differs significantly from the idealist, the end result is the same in terms of denying a future end times period. This results in the belief that we are to lead a righteous life, without needing to prepare for a rapture or a tribulation period followed by a supernatural reign with Christ on earth.  This view also completely ignores the role of the Jewish race and nation of Israel in prophecy by declaring that the Church is now spiritual Israel, and there is no longer Jew or Gentile.  Again, many scriptures can be interpreted to support this view, but it clearly violates other scriptures and the spirit of God’s word, which repeatedly points to the ultimate redemption of a remnant of the Jewish race and national Israel.  To spiritualize and replace this with the Church is to ignore thousands of years of history and the supernatural events in the last century.  This is an example of attempting to adhere to strict interpretations based on man’s understanding of the “letter” of the law while denying the intent of the Holy Spirit, the infinite richness of God’s word, and his ultimate redemptive purpose in history. 



Literal/Historicist

This view holds that end times prophecy has been in the process of being fulfilled since the time of Christ.  It sees fulfillments through historical events over the past two millennia, and typically does not hold to a final seven year tribulation period, a specific person as the antichrist, or the special role of national Israel as distinct from the church.

As with the preterist view, the historicist approach can also lead to a lack of alertness to what could be very specific end times events.



Literal/Pre-millennial

The pre-millennial (futurist) views all hold that most of end times prophecy has yet to be fulfilled and that Christ's second coming is followed by a literal thousand-year reign with the resurrected saints. The differences within the pre-millennial approach are primarily in the timing of the rapture of the Church. The pre-millennial view can thus be further broken down into pre-tribulation (based on dispensationalism), mid-tribulation, pre-wrath, and post-tribulation. 



Pre-tribulation/Dispensationalism

Dispensationalism holds that God deals with man differently in successive covenantal eras, or dispensations, such as innocence, conscience, civil government, promise, Mosaic law, grace (church), tribulation, and millennium. This leads to a rigid distinction between prophecies about Israel and the church, since the church dispensation is seen to have interrupted God's dealings with the Jewish dispensation. However, once the church dispensation ends with the rapture, Daniel's seventieth week will continue with Israel as a major participant in the tribulation period, culminating in the second coming of Christ and his millennial reign with the saints. Thus, this position is pre-millennial and sees a pre-tribulation rapture.

Dispensationalism is a convenient tool for organizing scriptural events to compartmentalize God's dealings with man. However, God's ways are not man's ways. They are much less structured and definite, at least compared to our way of thinking. The "doctrine" of dispensations is a contrivance that allows commentators to neatly divide God's workings with Israel and the church. But God sees the church as a fulfillment of Israel's promise, while at the same time seeing national Israel and the church as separate entities. He is not confused by the simultaneous classifications and does not have to have mutually exclusive compartments. After all, the original church was Jewish to a large degree. 

Simultaneous classifications that appear to be different are a great stumbling block to scholars and others who want to understand the Scriptures in unambiguous terms. Trying to resolve this ambiguity has caused much of the division in Christianity. We should instead not be afraid to hold what at present appear to be opposing views. This dynamic tension between different surface ideas is the source of great understanding about the depth of God's wisdom and knowledge. We cannot unlock God's mysteries without being willing to investigate such paradoxes and apparent anomalies. 

The best example of this was the apparently mutually exclusive views of the Christ as a suffering servant and a conquering national savior. The Jews could not resolve these two views, and as a result chose the more convenient one over the other, less attractive, view. Other modern-day examples include faith vs. works, grace vs. the law, and predeterminism vs. free will.

Therefore, just because we see apparently ambiguous scriptures concerning the church and Israel, we do not want to fall into the temptation of trying to resolve the discrepancy prematurely, and especially in a way that lessens our anxiety about the future. It may be a trap!

The following are some of the other arguments for a pre-tribulation rapture:

· John being caught up to heaven in Revelation 4:1 as a picture of the Church being raptured prior to any of the other tribulation events

· The 24 elders in heaven in Revelation 4 are from the church, and so must have been raptured before all of the subsequent events take place 

· Christ is coming “for” his saints, and then “with” the saints – the interval allows for the judgment of believers and the marriage supper of the Lamb

· Tribulation is to punish Israel – the Matthew 24 passage is for Israel, not for the church

· Believers will escape tribulation and be delivered from wrath and judgment

· The church should have a constant expectation of Christ’s (not antichrist’s) coming

· The “restrainer” of 2 Thessalonians 2:7 is the church, or the Holy Spirit living in the body of believers, which must be removed before antichrist is allowed to appear



Mid-tribulation

The other pre-millennial views see different timings of the rapture. These views are not necessarily based on the dispensational scheme, but rather attempt to explain as many scriptures as possible with a particular scenario.

The mid-tribulation view is based on the assertion that the tribulation is actually the three and one-half year great tribulation, and that it commences with the revealing of the antichrist midway through the seven year peace treaty he has made with Israel. At that point the church is raptured in order to escape the great tribulation, which is taken to be God's wrath.

The arguments for a mid-tribulation rapture are the same as for the pre-trib, with the following exceptions:

· The “last” trumpet of 1 Corinthians 15:52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16 is the same as the seventh, or “last,”  trumpet of Revelation 11:15, indicating that the rapture comes between the second and third woes (Revelation 11:14)

· The two witnesses in Revelation 11 symbolize the rapture since they are taken up to heaven after three and one-half years of tribulation, before the remaining three and one-half years of God’s wrath on the earth

· The “great” tribulation referred to in Matthew 24:21 is last three and one-half years of Daniel’s seventieth week, starting with the abomination of desolation, which is the revealing of the antichrist as God’s usurper

· The seals in Revelation 6 and 8 are not judgments, but beginning of birth pains referred to in Matthew 24:3-12

· The seals and trumpets are not God’s wrath, which starts in Revelation 11:18



Pre-wrath

The pre-wrath view says that the church will experience some of the great tribulation period after the mid-point of Daniel's seventieth week, when antichrist is revealed. This would include the natural and man-caused disasters, or wrath, but then the church will be taken out just prior to the wrath of God aimed at the unrepentant. In this view God's wrath includes only the trumpet and bowl judgments, which occur after the sixth seal.

The following are some of the arguments for a pre-wrath rapture:

· The first three and one-half years of Daniel’s seventieth week are beginning of birth pains referred to in Matthew 24 and are the same as the first through the fourth seals in Revelation 6

· The “great” tribulation starts with abomination of desolation  in Matthew 24:21 and includes the fifth and sixth seals, which involve persecution of the elect by the beast and natural disasters, but not God’s wrath

· The rapture occurs prior to God’s wrath, which is the Day of the Lord, whose approach is signaled by sixth seal (cosmic disturbances) and begins with seventh seal which contains the last trump.  This shortens the great tribulation (Matthew 24:22)



Post-tribulation

The post-tribulation view sees a single second coming of Christ. It says that the church will be kept by God's grace through all of Daniel's seventieth week, and the saints will be given their glorified bodies in order to meet Christ as he comes to earth to defeat the antichrist at Armageddon and establish his millennial reign in Jerusalem.

The following are some of the arguments for a post-tribulation rapture:

· There is only one coming of Christ; there is no need for an interval between coming for and with his bride

· The church is persecuted by antichrist

· Believers are protected from wrath; they are kept from (delivered out of the midst of) the hour of trial in Revelation 3:10

· The “first resurrection” in Revelation 20:5 is at Day of Lord after the great tribulation

· The wheat and tares are gathered together at end of age in Matthew 13:39

· The marriage supper of the Lamb in Revelation 19:7-9 is at end of the tribulation after Babylon is destroyed in Revelation 18

· The 24 elders in Revelation 4 are kings; there is no indication they represent the raptured church

· The elect are gathered at Christ’s coming in power and glory in Matthew 24:31



Resolving the Views

Of course, proponents of all of these views are sincere Christians who have carefully researched the Bible and historical records. Each can bring very convincing arguments to bear, with scriptures to prove their point of view and disprove the others. 

How can so many different interpretations come from sincere believers? An analogy can be found in the sciences, where the objective is to develop theories that will explain observable phenomena and then predict future results. This is what we try to do with scriptures. Following the scientific method gives us a feeling of understanding, and ultimately, control. 

One of the weaknesses of the scientific method, however, and of this approach to understanding scriptures, is that, in our rush to get results, we often form hypotheses prematurely. Then, we may compound the error by analyzing the data with a view to proving or disproving the hypothesis, not realizing that there are other, more valuable insights to be gained by delaying the analysis.

Often, we simply do not have enough data to formulate valuable hypotheses. This applies particularly to end times prophecy. As with the prophecies about Christ's first coming, much did not become clear until the latter part of his ministry on earth. However, by then, most of his disciples had already formed their hypotheses, and were simply looking for data to confirm them. They consistently ignored any new data to the contrary, confident that they fully understood the Old Testament scriptures, and that events would have to occur according to their understanding.

If we think that we do not have to pay attention to end times events as they transpire, and if we are not willing to adjust our hypotheses accordingly, then we are likewise subject to being deceived.





A Prophetic View of Christ's First Coming



Introduction 

We have seen the general principles of prophecy, some of the key issues, and the pitfalls in presuming too much about how fulfillment will occur. Let's now look at a variety of scriptures concerning Christ's first coming. Since we know how they were fulfilled, we can look for examples of these principles and pitfalls and see some additional patterns that will help us interpret end times scripture. Here are the topics in this study:

· Scriptures Relating to Jesus' Birth 
· Scriptures Relating to Jesus' Ministry 
· Scriptures Relating to Jesus' Death and Resurrection 
· Patterns in the Use of Prophecy About Jesus' First Coming 


Personal Remarks
This chapter was developed early in my studies to determine why so many people missed Christ’s first coming.  I thought that since Jesus chided them for misinterpreting the scriptures, there must be some clues that would help us not repeat their mistakes.  I was particularly interested in the Old Testament scriptures that were quoted in the New Testament as references to Christ.  There are about thirty such references in the Gospels alone.  Then I expanded the scope to other scriptures in the Old Testament that are widely recognized as referring to Christ’s first coming.
Analysis of these references began to confirm many of the prophetic interpretation principles I was aware of, but also revealed others.  By trying to put myself in the shoes (or sandals) of the first century Jews, I also began to have a deeper understanding of why they were so easily misled.  It also was very sobering to realize that 2,000 years later we could be making similar mistakes.  This led to my main thesis that we must be very careful how our unconscious paradigms limit our ability to fully understand and appreciate the implications of God’s prophetic word.

So please bear with me on the number of references.  These are familiar passages, but I think you will find, as I did, that stopping to put yourself in the place of the first century reader on each one will be a very enlightening and sobering experience.  The cumulative effect on me was to forever change the way I looked at end times prophecy.


Scriptures Relating to Jesus' Birth 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 

This controversial verse reveals an important principle of Biblical prophecy and interpretation. Based on the reference to this verse in Matthew 1:23, there is no question that the birth of Christ by the virgin Mary is in view. The more interesting issue is the historical context in which Isaiah gave the prophecy. He had given a word to Ahaz, king of Judah, that the king's immediate enemies, Israel (Ephraim) and Syria (Aram), would not defeat him. The hypocritical Ahaz, undoubtedly scoffing at Isaiah's prophecy, piously refused to ask for a sign. Because of the underlying disbelief, the Holy Spirit through Isaiah provided a sign for the house of David (not just Ahaz) that would represent its ultimate deliverance, in spite of corrupt kings such as Ahaz. However, in response to Judah's wickedness, Isaiah continued the prophecy with the eventual devastation of Judah at the hands of Assyria. (Freeman, An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophets.) 

This prophecy illustrates the principle that the Holy Spirit is not as interested in the immediate circumstances as in the long-term fulfillment of prophetic utterances. Many prophecies, such as this one, seem inappropriate in the immediate context, and only become clear in relation to other such scriptures and, finally, as the event comes to pass. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given... Isaiah 9:6-7 

This scripture, in concert with Isaiah 7:14 and 11:1-5, extends the theme of the virgin-born child, Immanuel. These scattered references, difficult to apply in the immediate historical context, nevertheless provide a clear picture of a future deliverer, who can only be the Messiah. The principle, once again, is that God, to comfort his people, will look far down the road and bring them glimpses of their final destination. But the fulfillment may belong to a distant generation and may occur in a way difficult for them to understand. 

"Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing... Daniel 9:25, 26 

This remarkable prophecy gives the exact timing for Christ's first appearance. The difficulty in its historical context is that there were several possible interpretations of the beginning point, "the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem," as well as the ending point, "until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes," and even the intervening time period, which was broken into two pieces, "seven sevens," and "sixty-two sevens." By choosing the right combination of these items, one can show the exact fulfillment. However, this can only be done after the fact, and by making several assumptions. The validity of those assumptions can only be shown by the results. This may seem to be forcing events to fit prophecy, but even if there were several possible combinations, the probability is infinitesimal that even one of them, without divine inspiration, could predict the Messiah's arrival over 400 years in the future. 

The point in this scripture is that even in those days the general time frame must have been known. This was undoubtedly why pious ones such as Anna and Simeon were so ready for Jesus' appearance and had no trouble accepting the unusual circumstances of his birth. The lesson for us today is to be aware of the general timing contained in scripture, but not to tie it down to specifics. 

Another example is the clear end times milestone of Israel becoming a nation. Was the 1948 declaration of Israel as an independent nation the beginning of the prophetic countdown for end times? Or could it have been the League of Nations mandate in 1922, which recognized a Jewish homeland in Palestine and encouraged Jewish immigration? Or could it have been 1967, when the Israeli army recovered control of the Old City in Jerusalem, containing the original temple site? Or could it be an event still in the future? We will probably only know as other events confirm the timing. 

...Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple...Malachi 3:1 

This passage is sometimes quoted to show that Christ's first coming had to occur while the temple was still standing. Since the temple was destroyed in 70 AD, he had to have appeared before then. However, the context of the verse is more closely associated with the final coming of Christ in judgment. In this case, we could also say that the temple would have to be standing at that time. If a temple is built in Jerusalem, it will certainly be a significant event in end times chronology. 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan--The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. Isaiah 9:1, 2 

In the middle of grave affliction and judgment, Israel is promised a ray of light. The light can often only be appreciated as it contrasts with the surrounding darkness. Although the darkness is associated with the region around Galilee, the light is also to come from this most unlikely area. This shows another prophetic principle, that of contrast. Often, light and deliverance only come from darkness and death, and these two are mingled in the same passage. God chooses to use contrasts to allow us to see evil and good for what they really are. We are better able to recognize the difference when there are such extremes. 

The verses following imply that Messiah is a conquering king who delivers Israel from her enemies. This identification of Messiah with deliverance was a primary source of confusion to the Jews who kept expecting Jesus to announce himself as king. This illustrates perhaps the most difficult prophetic principle of all to apply--that of uniqueness and separation. Each verse may stand alone and be separate and distinct even from the ones next to it. It must not be assumed that juxtaposed verses are directly related in time. 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. Isaiah 11:1 

This is a clear indication that the Messiah would come from the Davidic line. The juxtaposition of these verses with the Assyrian (10:24) is not coincidental. These same verses are often connected with the antichrist of end times, so the appearance of the Messiah and the ushering in of the millennium are well placed. 

...out of Egypt I called my son. Hosea 11:1 

This verse, in context, primarily refers to the nation Israel being called out of Egyptian slavery. However, the term "son" is not often used to refer to Israel, and in this case has double meaning. It would have been extremely difficult to apply this to Jesus until after his ministry. 

"But you, Bethlehem...out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel..." Micah 5:2 

This passage was well known to the leaders of Christ's time. They used this verse to advise Herod that the wise men should look for the Christ child in Bethlehem. However, this did not prevent many from later missing this in Christ's life. They thought he was from Galilee. They either did not bother to find out what part Bethlehem had played in his life, or they ignored it. 

The end times Christian has a responsibility to search out matters fully before making judgments about how a scripture may relate to events. The surface relationship may be inadequate to make the connection. There can always be more than one interpretation and set of facts about a person or event. We must be diligent to ask probing questions and not be satisfied with the obvious answer. 

An example of this principle is the nationality of antichrist or the identity of the ten nation confederation. There are so many references in scriptures which can be interpreted so many ways that it would be extremely prejudicial to assume a particular interpretation is any more than just a possible scenario. 

This is what the LORD says: "A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because her children are no more." This is what the LORD says: "Restrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears, for your work will be rewarded," declares the LORD. "They will return from the land of the enemy. So there is hope for your future," declares the LORD. "Your children will return to their own land. Jeremiah 31:15-17 

This was not the first or last time Jews mourned for lost children. However, it epitomizes God's ultimate promise of restoration, which can only happen through Christ. The prophetic principle is that there may be many fulfillments, but there is one ultimate fulfillment. 



Scriptures Relating to Jesus' Ministry 

"'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' Malachi 3:1, quoted in Matthew 11:10
"See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. Malachi 4:5 

The context appears to be the second coming and final judgment, but was also applied to the first coming. John the Baptist was the fulfillment. This is another case where the fulfillment was not quite as literal as some might have expected. John embodied the spirit of Elijah, and was not Elijah literally resurrected. Some even thought Jesus was Elijah (Matthew 16:14). This verse is almost never mentioned in end times scenarios, but the context indicates that it could have another fulfillment just prior to Christ's second coming. As with the first coming, however, the fulfillment may not be something we would easily imagine today. 

Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" Matthew 4:7 

In this reply to Satan’s second temptation, Jesus warns against improper interpretation of God's word to meet selfish motives. Jesus also demonstrates here that one must know the complete word of God to guard against being deceived. Even Satan can use isolated scripture to support a point. The key is to have the sense of the whole word of God on a particular point and be able to bring the appropriate scriptures to bear. This can only be done through the Holy Spirit. 

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." Isaiah 61:1, 2 quoted in Luke 4:18-19. 

Jesus used this famous verse to confirm his ministry. The Old Testament context is clearly a promise to the house of Israel and undoubtedly was interpreted even then as Messianic. However, it spans the first and second coming, since the day of vengeance (not included in Jesus' quote) occurs as part of the second coming. This partial fulfillment was probably a source of confusion to the Jews of Jesus' time. They were expecting a Messiah who would fulfill these verses completely in one period of time. 

Here is my servant whom I have chosen...In his name the nations will put their hope Isaiah 42:1-4 quoted in Matthew 12:17-21 

The Jews would have expected a political leader to fulfill parts of this passage, but its fulfillment was only in a spiritual sense at Christ’s first coming. It will be fulfilled in a physical sense only at his second coming. 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers ... I will put my words in his mouth... Deuteronomy 18:15, 18 

Peter applies this to Christ in Acts 3:22 to indicate that he is a prophet of the highest order. However, the context of the verse in Deuteronomy pointed to the prophetic ministry throughout the Old Testament, and it was not obvious that it applied specially to one prophet thousands of years later. 

I will open my mouth in parables... Psalm 78:2 

Matthew 13:35 quotes this verse to demonstrate Jesus' fulfillment as he taught with parables things that had hidden meanings to those who could receive the truth. This verse is unremarkable except that it emphasized the role the parable has in Jesus' teaching. Similar allegorical and figurative language is used extensively throughout end times scriptures. The purpose is the same as in Jesus' teaching, i.e., to reveal hidden truths to those who are willing and able to receive it. 

Then will the eyes of the blind shall be opened. Isaiah 35:5; 42:7 

The context of this passage appears to the Old Testament reader to refer to Christ's final coming. However, again, it was partly fulfilled in his first coming. 

... a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering... Isaiah 53:3, 4 

The 52nd and 53rd chapters of Isaiah are the most remarkable prophecies of Christ's first coming. Almost every aspect of his redemptive mission is described in poignant detail. How could the Jews, so familiar with these scriptures, miss the very one they described? What blinded them and made them lame in their spirits? Was it not that Jesus did some things they interpreted as wrong? They were so caught up in enforcing the letter of the law, that when Jesus instead emphasized the spirit of the law, they could not see past their traditions and man-made interpretations. Could we be similarly blinded by our traditional interpretations and miss some of our responsibilities in helping to usher in end times? 

"Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn "'a man against his father...a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.' Matthew 10:34-36, quoting Micah 7:6 

The difficult mission of Jesus was foretold in this enigmatic passage. The Old Testament context appears to refer to the degeneration of Jewish society prior to the Lord's return, when the godly have been swept from the land. This makes it very difficult to turn to God. It accurately portrays the degree to which people would be torn by Jesus' forceful presentation of the gospel. Again, while this was fulfilled in Christ's first coming, it will undoubtedly be a characteristic of his second coming as well. 

The blind receive sight, the lame walk... and the good news is preached to the poor. Matthew 11:5, quoting Isaiah 35:4-6 

The Old Testament context was restoration of the earth after God's vengeance on Israel's enemies. Thus, when Jesus did not take care of the Romans, the Jews would not have expected this passage to apply. This again shows the danger of chronologically linking prophetic scriptures. 

"Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'" Zechariah 9:9 quoted in Matthew 21:5 

This Old Testament passage clearly refers to a conquering king. No wonder the Jews were disappointed when he didn't immediately fulfill the rest of the prophecy. 

...From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise. Psalm 8:2 quoted in Matthew 21:16 

This passage was immediately followed by a reference to victory over enemies, again raising expectations as to what should follow in Jesus' ministry. 



Scriptures Relating to Jesus' Death and Resurrection 

...'He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.' Psalm 41:9 quoted in John 13:18. 

The context of this scripture is David's persecution by his enemies and ultimately one close to him, probably his son Absalom. While this seems to apply to a man of violence and sin who deserved what he got, yet because of the integrity of his heart before God, he also says "I know that you are pleased with me..." Jesus, who took man's humanity and sinfulness to the cross, also pleased God because of the integrity of his heart. Thus, although this passage appears to imply the natural consequence of sin, it also points to the supernatural consequence of sinlessness. Jesus did not deserve this traitorous act. Nevertheless, the scripture applies to his situation since he was the antitype of David. The principle here is that a scripture can appear to refer to a specific situation in a man's life and yet have direct application to Jesus. The constraint is that man must have the spirit of God in him--this is what makes the two situations parallel. 

..."They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me." Zechariah 11:12, 13 quoted in Matthew 27:9. 

The context of these verses is for a distant future when the good shepherd is detested by his rebellious flock marked for slaughter. The specific amount of silver is a clue that this is to be literally fulfilled. However, this scripture would not have easily been applied to Christ's situation since the money was not paid directly to him, but rather to his betrayer. The sense is the same, that is, the thirty pieces of silver are Christ's price—the value put on him by his enemies. But the fulfillment was different than one might have expected from a surface reading of the text. 

..."'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' Zechariah 13:7 quoted in Matthew 26:31 and Mark 14:27. 

The context of this verse would have been extremely difficult to understand prior to Christ. It seems to refer to a leader whose followers scatter when he is stricken. However, it is difficult to see why, if this referred to the Lord, he would then be against the little ones and would strike down two-thirds of them and then refine the remainder. It is clear today that Jesus' followers deserted him when he was unexpectedly crucified and that God punished those who would not receive him and put those who did receive him through great testing. But it would have been very hard to apply these scriptures correctly in advance, because who would have thought that the Messiah would be stricken, much less that his followers would ever desert him? 

for wicked and deceitful men have opened their mouths against me; they have spoken against me with lying tongues. Psalm 109:2
I am like a deaf man, who cannot hear, like a mute, who cannot open his mouth; Psalm 38:13, 39:2
...so he did not open his mouth. Isaiah 53:7 quoted in Acts 8:32. 

These verses refer historically to David being afflicted by his enemies and his response. These would have been difficult to apply to the promised Messiah unless the reader sees through the fallible man, David, to the godly spirit of David that enables him to rely on God to deal with his enemies. As with so many of the Psalms and prophetic scriptures, the interpreter must see beyond the immediate people and circumstances to the essence of Godliness represented by the response to adverse pressures. 

...They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod. Micah 5:1 

The context of this verse appears to refer to the many leaders of Israel who were to be humiliated by the Assyrians, Babylonians and Romans. Then, in verse 2, the deliverer appears from Bethlehem, and would seem to be different from the ruler(s) of verse 1. How could one who has been humiliated by Israel's enemies also be the deliverer? The juxtaposition of these verses is one more example of the great difficulty in presupposing how prophetic passages should be sequenced and interpreted. The fulfillment is often much different than could have been imagined. 

I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Isaiah 50:6 

Again, this would have appeared to be the description of a man given to normal passions and feelings who could have chosen to do the opposite. While the passage refers to a very special servant of the Lord, there is nothing remarkable to indicate that this is the Messiah. It is more likely that it was taken to be the prophet Isaiah referring to himself. 

...they have pierced my hands and my feet. Psalm 22:16
..."They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing."... Psalm 22:18 quoted in Matthew 27:35 and John 19:24. 
...My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Psalm 22:1 quoted in Matthew 27:46 and Mark 15:34. 
...My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth... Psalm 22:15
They... gave me vinegar for my thirst. Psalm 69:21 

These verses, taken with the rest of the 22nd Psalm, give a strikingly clear picture of Christ's crucifixion. Although it would have been difficult to see more than some of David's sufferings in the passage, once Christ was on the cross, it would seem that many would have recognized the stark application. That no one apparently did is an amazing testimony to man's hardness of heart and blindness to the truth. Without the Holy Spirit controlling our every thought and perception, we could easily fall into the same error. The more we condemn the people of that time for their blindness, the more we must ask ourselves, who have so much light, whether we really listen to the Holy Spirit and desire him to reveal truths that might be too painful to hear. 

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death...and was numbered with the transgressors...Isaiah 53:9, 12

The entire 53rd chapter of Isaiah describes the suffering servant who the Lord "makes his life a guilt offering" (vs. 10). The Jews had so much trouble with passages like this one that they saw two different personages, the suffering servant and the conquering savior. They could not reconcile the two into one person. We have the same dilemma today in our Christian walk. We must at the same time be the servant who "after the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied" (vs. 11) and have faith that ultimately "he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death" (vs. 12). The idea of good coming from suffering is borne out by the millennia of human experience, but still is difficult to accept, especially in today's prosperous, pleasure-seeking, pain-avoiding age. This may be why the less prosperous Christians are so much more in tune with the word of God and so much more fervent in their worship and obedience. They know the truth of this paradox. 

...Do not break any of the bones. Exodus 12:46
They must not...break any of its bones...Numbers 9:12
...Not one of his bones will be broken. Psalm 34:20 quoted in John 19:36. 

These scriptures give an overall image of wholeness and purity. The sacrifices are to be without blemish or break. The righteous man may have troubles, but he will ultimately be whole, not broken. These word pictures were clear. However, it is doubtful that the small detail of the Roman soldiers not breaking Jesus' legs was noticed in this context. To those who did not believe in him it would have made no difference. To those who did, they were already so grief stricken that they would not have seen the parallel. This is an example of the detail fulfillment but not necessarily being able to confirm it until after the fact has taken place. 

"In that day," declares the Sovereign LORD, "I will make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight. Amos 8:9 

In context, this appears to refer to God's punishment in the last days. However, it also refers to the day Christ died and the sun was darkened for three hours, beginning at noon. This double reference indicates that the event further signified God's mourning over man's sin. 

After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. Hosea 6:2 

The context refers to Israel being revived after a period of judgment. This could apply to Christ even more literally and perhaps to Israel's restoration after 2,000 years (two days) of dispersion. 

When you ascended on high, you led captives in your train; you received gifts from men, even from the rebellious-- that you, O LORD God, might dwell there. Psalm 68:18 

This was probably interpreted as the conquering leaders of Israel ascending a mountain to present booty taken in conquest as an offering to the Lord. It has a much different interpretation in Ephesians 4:8-9, where it refers to Christ's descending after his death and then ascending to heaven with hell's liberated captives. 

The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." Psalm 110:1 

This was considered a Messianic passage, but the implications were not fully comprehended, as Jesus demonstrated in Mark 12:36 that the Messiah was not only God's son, but God himself in the flesh. This concept was one of the major stumbling blocks for the Jews, even though it is foreseen throughout the Old Testament. 



Patterns in the Use of Prophecy About Jesus' First Coming 

These Old Testament prophecies display several general patterns that may be useful in interpreting any prophecy. 

One pattern has to do with timing. This causes much confusion in interpreting prophecy. The time frame of Messianic prophecy is very general and not at all specific, as were many other prophecies. Furthermore, the timeframe was often very long term. This was to point God's people to hope and ultimate deliverance in the midst of trials. However, it also made interpretation very difficult. 

Another difficulty was that often a prophecy would be fulfilled partially in the short run but only completely and ultimately in the distant future. There might even be several partial fulfillments before the final one. These timing issues caused God's people to think that a prophecy no longer applied because it apparently had been fulfilled in the past. 

Another pattern has to do with the person in view. A prophecy might apply to a specific person and event in the near term, but ultimately to Jesus, or to a godly characteristic that prefigures Christ, in the far term. At almost the other extreme, the person apparently performing the action in a prophecy occasionally may, in the actual fulfillment, be replaced by someone of a totally different nature. The action transfers, but not the nature of the person. This can also cause confusion when a prophetic action by an apparently ungodly person actually applies to Jesus. 

Another pattern has to do with the disguised content of the prophecy. This takes various forms, such as the use of double meanings, obscure attributes, spiritual vs. literal meaning, symbols, allegory, and non-traditional spirit-oriented fulfillment. These techniques are used to hide the true meaning of a prophecy so that it may only be revealed to those willing and able to receive it at the appropriate time. This is the same reason Jesus gave for his extensive use of parables. 

One of the reasons for hiding the true nature of a prophetic fulfillment is that, although many of the details could not be appreciated beforehand, they could be very useful afterwards in convincing the Jews who would hear that this was indeed the Messiah who was to come. If they were open to the scriptures, they could easily be persuaded. This is undoubtedly the approach Paul used when he argued in the synagogues on the Sabbaths that Jesus was the Christ. 

Another pattern involves the context of a particular prophetic verse. A verse may properly be taken out of context and be fulfilled in a standalone fashion. This type of fulfillment is almost impossible to foresee. The only way to accept such a fulfillment is in the context of other scripture and through specific revelation by the Holy Spirit. This requires considerable knowledge of the scriptures and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. 

A final pattern, and perhaps the most difficult of all to recognize, is the prophecy whose proper interpretation requires the hearer to be willing to receive something painful or that goes against his own beliefs. This can only happen if we are completely open to the Holy Spirit and have truly died to self-interest and ambition. What a glorious state to be in—not really self-denial, but rather self-fulfillment in the highest degree. What higher delight than to receive revelation of a completely unexpected truth that can set us free and minister to many others. 

This is the role of the end-time warrior—to hear the battlefield instructions in spite of the roar of conflict and to be willing to obey instantly even the most unlikely command. This can only happen through a lifetime of conditioning and preparation. We must know the scriptures, just as a soldier must know his weapons inside and out, and then we must be ready to use them in  whatever way we are commanded, moment-by-moment. Then the enemy is routed and we are victorious. 





A Prophetic View of Christ's Second Coming



Introduction 

Many of the Old Testament prophecies mentioned in the previous chapter actually refer to both the first and second coming. The distinction between them was difficult to make for a variety of reasons, as discussed previously. However, in retrospect, we can see some key differences between those references. Christ's first coming is associated primarily with grace and healing, whereas the second coming is marked by trial and judgment. 

The reason for the gap between these two comings is to allow time for all those who are to be saved. Also, as with the long history of the Jews in the Old Testament, this interim period serves to establish God's people with a tradition of perseverance, faith, and hope. We are greatly encouraged to find strength by looking on the experiences of the saints throughout history. We can then know that God is faithful and will see us through similar circumstances. 

Now let us take the principles we have seen illustrated in the scriptures related to Christ's first coming and apply them to both Old and New Testament second coming prophecies. We will also look for the overall messages contained in these passages by grouping them into categories and then describing the general theme. Here are the topics in this study:

Old Testament Prophecies on the Second Coming 

· Preparation 
· Reward 
· Signs 
· Glory 
· Deliverance 
· Rapture 
· Wrath 
New Testament Prophecies On the Second Coming

· Preparation 
· Reward 
· Signs 
· Glory 
· Deliverance 
· Rapture 
· Judgment 
· Satan - Antichrist 
Relationship Between OT and NT Prophecies on Second Coming 
Purpose, Principles, and Pitfalls of New Testament Prophecy 
The Special Prophecy of Revelation 


Personal Remarks

This chapter, along with several others, was developed in a way that illustrates the warning to be careful about interpreting prophetic scripture with rigid paradigms.  My approach was to find as many scriptures as I could that relate to the general topic of Christ’s second coming, assign one or more categories to each one, group them by categories, and then see what the scriptures in each category are saying.  This is an inductive type of topical Bible study, where you approach the scripture on its terms to uncover what themes and principles the Word is revealing to us.  Too often, we have a preconceived point that we want to make, and we select scriptures that help us make that point.  That’s ok for some purposes, but it can limit our overall understanding of God’s prophetic word if it is used exclusively.


Old Testament Prophecies on the Second Coming 

OT Preparation 

"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty. But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. Malachi 3:1-2 

"See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. Malachi 4:5 

God will send a warning prior to his coming, probably his second coming as well as his first, but many will still be surprised and unprepared. 

OT Reward 

See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. Isaiah 40:10 

"The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head. Obadiah 1:15 

These verses show the different types of rewards that await God's people and his enemies. His second coming is a time of reward for both. 

OT Signs 

Our God comes and will not be silent; a fire devours before him, and around him a tempest rages. Psalms 50:3 

The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light. Isaiah 13:10 

For the day is near, the day of the LORD is near-- a day of clouds, a time of doom for the nations. Ezekiel 30:3 

When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon will not give its light. Ezekiel 32:7 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand--Joel 2:1 

Before them the earth shakes, the sky trembles, the sun and moon are darkened, and the stars no longer shine. Joel 2:10 

The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. Joel 2:31 

Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the LORD? That day will be darkness, not light. Amos 5:18 

Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light-- pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? Amos 5:20 

You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. Zechariah 14:5 

The day of the Lord is accompanied by many signs, such as the sun, moon, and stars turning dark, probably from a heavy cloud cover, and great fear coming on people. The cloud cover is a sign of God's presence, as when he covered Sinai in a cloud while he spoke to Moses. 

OT Glory 

For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory. Psalms 102:16 

See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Isaiah 60:2 

One of the Lord's main purposes in his second coming is to show his glory, that all may know he is God. 

OT Deliverance 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. Job 19:25 

This passage comes from one of the oldest books of the Bible. This verse shows that from the very beginning God's people were expecting a savior to deliver them in the end times. 

In wrath you strode through the earth and in anger you threshed the nations. You came out to deliver your people, to save your anointed one. You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, you stripped him from head to foot. Selah Habakkuk 3:12-13 

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD's anger. Zephaniah 2:3 

God will destroy the wicked, but the meek will escape. 

OT Rapture 

But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. Isaiah 26:19 

This is one of the few Old Testament passages that can be related to the rapture, when the dead will wake up and shout for joy. 

OT Wrath 

The LORD Almighty has a day in store for all the proud and lofty, for all that is exalted (and they will be humbled), Isaiah 2:12 

Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from the Almighty. Isaiah 13:6 

See, the day of the LORD is coming a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it. Isaiah 13:9 

Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by. See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins. The earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; she will conceal her slain no longer. Isaiah 26:20-21 

say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." Isaiah 35:4 

See, the LORD is coming with fire, and his chariots are like a whirlwind; he will bring down his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. Isaiah 66:15 

But that day belongs to the Lord, the LORD Almighty-- a day of vengeance, for vengeance on his foes. The sword will devour till it is satisfied, till it has quenched its thirst with blood. For the Lord, the LORD Almighty, will offer sacrifice in the land of the north by the River Euphrates. Jeremiah 46:10 

You have not gone up to the breaks in the wall to repair it for the house of Israel so that it will stand firm in the battle on the day of the LORD. Ezekiel 13:5 

Alas for that day! For the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from the Almighty. Joel 1:15 

The LORD thunders at the head of his army; his forces are beyond number, and mighty are those who obey his command. The day of the LORD is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it? Joel 2:11 

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. Joel 3:14 

Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near. The LORD has prepared a sacrifice; he has consecrated those he has invited. Zephaniah 1:7 

"The great day of the LORD is near-- near and coming quickly. Listen! The cry on the day of the LORD will be bitter, the shouting of the warrior there. Zephaniah 1:14 

A day of the LORD is coming when your plunder will be divided among you. Zechariah 14:1 

The day of the Lord, which is intimately associated with the second coming, is one of fiery wrath and vengeance against sinners, especially the proud and haughty. It also results in destruction of people and land as in a great battle, with God's people dividing the spoil. In at least one verse, God's people are to hide themselves until God's wrath is past. 



New Testament Prophecies on the Second Coming 

The New Testament has many references to Christ's second coming. In contrast to the Old Testament references, most of these are meant to encourage believers to prepare for this blessed event. 

NT Preparation 

"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
"At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 
"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!' "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' 
"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. Matthew 25:1-13 

This parable shows the importance of preparing for Christ's return. The key here is that we must prepare ahead of time, because we do not know when he is coming. A delay is very likely, but we should be ready for the delay by preparing an extra measure so that we can endure it. Apparently there will be a warning just prior to his return, but it will not afford enough time for those who are not already prepared to do so at the last minute. Thus, his return is an incentive to lead sanctified lives of anticipation and holiness. 

"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. "Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back-- whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: 'Watch!'" Mark 13:32-37 

The issue in this passage is alertness in the face of uncertainty. It is easy to be watchful if you know when an event is going to happen. But when imagined deadlines come and go, it is also easy to let up and become drowsy. The terms "be on guard" and "watch" in these verses literally mean to be sleepless. By combining this with the admonition to pray, it is clear that even if it means losing some sleep, through vigilant prayer we are to be spiritually alert. 

"Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. Luke 12:35-38 

This passage conveys not only watchfulness, but also instant obedience. The men in this passage are servants, not wedding guests. They were waiting for their lord to return from the wedding. When they were found faithful in waiting, their lord, instead of making them serve, served them. 

But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him." 
Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?" The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 
But suppose the servant says to himself, 'My master is taking a long time in coming,' and he then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. 
"That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. 
From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. Luke 12:39-48 

This passage is in stark contrast with the preceding one. The servants have the same opportunity but are not faithful to their master. The key here is verse 45, where the difference is that these servants begin to think the master is not coming soon. With this incentive gone, they fall into their worldly ways and do not have the normal fear of punishment or hope of reward. 

Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 2 Peter 3:10-14 

"Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed." Revelation 16:15 

While the thief simile seems only to apply to the element of unpredictability, it may also suggest that our joy of meeting Christ could be stolen if we are not prepared and alert. 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'" 
And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" Luke 18:1-8 

This passage is a challenge to persistence, which is seen as a component of faith. If we really have faith in God's word, that he will deliver us and reward us, he will do so speedily, when the time comes. 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. John 14:3 

This verse not only confirms Christ's second coming, but also gives insight into where we will go at that time. It is a specific place that Christ is even now preparing, and it is with him. While we are to prepare for his coming, so he is preparing for ours. 

Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 1 Corinthians 1:7 

We are to be as well prepared as possible, seeking and using all the gifts at our disposal. The sense here is not just marking time, but rather actively pursuing God's plans for our lives while we wait for his coming. He has given us certain tasks and talents to do them, but we must be diligent in performing them. There is also a sense of urgency and persistence in waiting. It's as though we will not have the strength to persevere if we are not actively doing what Christ has commanded us to do. Our disobedience will open a door that the enemy can use to discourage and ultimately defeat us. We can prevent this by vigorously pursuing God's plan for our lives. 

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 

It is important to remind ourselves and others that we believe in, and are living our lives based upon, the death and resurrection of Christ. We need to have physical events, such as Communion, that remind us of this and help us to stay alert. 

and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. Ephesians 5:27 

May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 1 Thessalonians 3:13 

to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Timothy 6:14 

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. James 5:7-8 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 

These have come so that your faith-- of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-- may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 1 Peter 1:7 

And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 1 John 2:28 

These passages seem to set an unreachable standard of perfection. While this seems to be unattainable in our way of thinking, it is supposed to be our goal, and in some mysterious way Christ is able to bring us to this point in preparation for his coming. It may be that he is speaking in these passages of the desires of our heart, rather than our actual thoughts and actions. It may be also that we are to go through such shakings in the end times that we will have to choose, as did Job, whether we are truly going to put our complete confidence in God, regardless of the circumstances. 

As we contemplate and prepare diligently for Christ's coming, God gives us grace to live a blameless life, not through our own efforts, but through our faith in Him. 

Many will have been tried in the fire when Christ appears. They will only be able to survive the trials by their strong faith. It is always faith that pleases God. 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 1 John 3:1 

In some way, our hope of Christ's coming is the agent that purifies us. If we do not have this hope, we lose a powerful motivation to strive for perfection. 

Only hold on to what you have until I come. Revelation 2:25 

It takes constant vigilance to keep the ground we have conquered, much less to advance. 

"Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." Revelation 22:7 

This passage implies a thorough knowledge of the "book" in order to stay alert and be ready for Christ's quick coming. 

NT Reward 

For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." Matthew 16:27-28 

This passage refers to God's rewards for those who are faithful to trust in him no matter what the consequences. Peter had just assured Jesus that he would not be killed, but Jesus knew what was required of him. This is the ultimate trust, namely, to the death. Verse 28 could very well refer to John, who, in his later years miraculously escaped death, and was then exiled on an island. Having been faithful in the face of death, John, before he died, received the revelation of Jesus, including the promised vision of the Son of man coming in his kingdom. 

"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 
But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,' and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Matthew 24:45-51 

If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels." Mark 8:38, Luke 9:26 

These passages show the other side of the reward equation, that those who do not trust in the Lord will be punished with everlasting torment and shame. 

Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God. 1 Corinthians 4:5 

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 

For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 1 Thessalonians 2:19 

and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 

The contrast here is the rest God's people will finally experience, compared to the punishment of the ungodly. Christ's coming will be the dividing point between these two extremes. 

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 1 Peter 5:4 

"Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. Revelation 22:12 

It is the hope of Christ's coming that allows us to be steadfast and unmovable. As we hold on to this hope, if we have abundant works, our labor will be rewarded. 

NT Signs 

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" Matthew 24:3 

Jesus had just told the disciples that the temple would be torn down. They wanted to know more about this apocalyptic event, and Jesus did not disappoint them. He gave many signs that would surround his coming. He is willing to answer when asked, but we must be willing to hear the answer. The disciples probably did not like what they heard, since Jesus was foretelling great persecution for them. However, his words came true as all of the disciples suffered greatly and most were martyred. 

Are we really open to what Christ is saying about end times? Or do we tend to hear what we want to? 

For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Matthew 24:27 

"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. Matthew 24:30 

Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. Revelation 1:7 

These verses give a clear physical picture that the entire world will recognize Christ's coming. He will come down from the sky, with the clouds and with great signs indicating his power and glory. 

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Matthew 24:37-39 

"It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. "It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. Luke 17:28-30 

These passages show that the world will continue in their ungodly ways up to the very moment Christ comes, while God's people will be warned and will escape destruction. Note the contrast, however, between Noah and Lot. Noah was given a long time to prepare and was God's instrument for bringing life back to the earth, whereas Lot was given very little warning, and escaped with only his own life and his daughters. The difference was that Noah (and Lot's contemporary, Abraham) found favor with God, whereas Lot was spared because of Abraham. Lot had good intentions, and did what he could to protect his family, but by staying in a sinful environment, his sons-in-law-to-be and his wife were so distracted that they perished with the others, and his daughters even committed immorality with their own father while he was drunk. The resulting peoples, the Moabites and Ammonites, became bitter enemies of the Israelites when they entered the Promised Land. Thus, good intentions are not enough. Eventually, God's people must recognize the necessity to separate themselves from the practices of the world. 

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 
Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 
And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 
The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

This famous passage has been used to confirm many different positions on the rapture. However, our purpose here is to see what it says about Christ's second coming. In simple terms, Christ's coming will be preceded by, first, a falling away, apparently, of many in the church (or Jews—see The Pre-wrath Rapture of the Church, Marvin Rosenthal, p. 197-198); second, the removal of something that is currently hindering the appearance of the antichrist; and finally, the revealing of the antichrist with deceitful signs and wonders. 

First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 2 Peter 3:3,4 

In spite of the growing signs that Christ's coming is near, and the scriptures admonishing us to watch, there will be many who will not be impressed, but will mock the warnings of believers. Perhaps they will feel justified because of what appear to be numerous false alarms. 

He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20 

Although it seems to us that Christ's coming is being delayed, when it is the right time, he will come quickly and will not delay. His purpose in waiting until the right time is to allow as many as possible to be saved. 

NT Glory 

"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. Matthew 24:30 (also Mark 13:26 and Luke 21:27) 

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. Philippians 3:20-21 

When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Colossians 3:4 

on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 2 Thessalonians 1:10 

These verses confirm that Christ's second coming will be with visible manifestations of glory and power, and that his people will be changed physically so they can admire him. 

NT Deliverance 

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 

In contrast to the many prophecies of wrath on unbelievers, this shows that Jesus' role is to deliver his people from wrath at his second coming. 

NT Rapture 

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 

The rapture results in those who are alive and those who are dead being instantly given an imperishable body. It also happens at the last trumpet. The timing of the rapture causes much confusion and conflict among Christians. When is the last trumpet? Is it the seventh trumpet in Revelation? Is it the last trumpet those who are raptured hear? This is a mystery, so not everything can be understood ahead of time. The Greek indicates that Paul is not showing in the sense of revealing the mystery, but rather that he is merely telling us that this is a mystery. 

Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

This passage complements 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 by adding (1) the sequence of those raptured, (2) the accompanying signs of the Lord's loud command and the archangel's voice, and (3) the act of being caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. This catching up is the source of the term rapture. Taken with the 1 Corinthians passage, we have a clear picture of the rapture. 

Besides the "last trumpet" phrase, however, there is nothing to indicate timing of this event in relation to others. There are many other places in scripture where one may infer that the rapture takes place, but these are the only direct references. It would take a great leap of faith to deduce from this evidence the timing of the rapture and build an entire interpretive system around it. We should instead heed the explicit warning that this is a mystery. 

NT Judgment 

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Matthew 25:31-33 

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him." Jude 1:14-15 

Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. Revelation 1:7 

Christ's coming will also be to execute judgment on sinners. 

NT Satan - Antichrist 

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 

But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. Revelation 19:20 

This refers to the beast, or antichrist, who is cast alive into the lake of fire when Christ appears. At that time, Satan is bound for a thousand years and then finally is cast into the lake of fire. 



Relationship Between Old Testament and New Testament Prophecies On Second Coming 

Comparing the above topics between the Old and New Testaments, we see slightly different perspectives. 

Preparation - The Old Testament puts very little emphasis on personal preparation, focusing rather on the consequences of facing God's wrath. The only explicit preparation mentioned is preparing the way for the Lord. The New Testament is full of warnings to prepare for Christ's second coming. The main themes in our preparation are 

· Remaining faithful in spite of apparent delay or trials and tribulation; 

· Persistence; 

· Sense of urgency; 

· Being proactive in fulfilling God's purpose for our lives; 

· Leading pure, sanctified lives based on Christ's death and resurrection and the hope of his coming again; 

· Constant vigilance; and 

· Knowledge of end times prophecies. 

Reward - The Old and New Testaments both recognize rewards for the works of God's faithful people and punishment for the ungodly's works as well. It is the hope of this reward that motivates us to prepare for his coming with good works. 

Signs - The Old Testament emphasizes the physical signs in the heavens which accompany the punishment of the wicked, called the Day of the Lord. The New Testament focuses on the signs that are more relevant to the believers, i.e., the suddenness and universal recognition of his coming, preceded by an increase in godless activity, including a falling away of many nominal church members, and culminating in the reign of the antichrist, who continues to deceive many. The clouds that in the Old Testament represent darkness and imminent destruction in the New Testament surround Christ on his return. This is similar to the pillar of cloud during the Exodus that represented God's glory to the Israelites, but hid them from the pursuing Egyptians. 

Glory - Both Old and New Testaments speak of the visible glory of Christ's coming. The New Testament additionally promises that we shall also physically acquire a glorified body like Christ's. 

Deliverance - The Old Testament emphasizes deliverance from enemies as a result of God's wrath on them, and occasionally by God's people being hidden, or sheltered, by God. The New Testament deliverance is from the wrath that is promised on the ungodly. 

Rapture - For all the attention it gets, scriptures directly relating to the rapture are few. The Old Testament makes only indirect references. The New Testament has only two explicit passages. This confirms that the rapture is meant to be a mystery until the end. 

Judgment - Both the Old and New Testaments are unyielding on the punishment that awaits the ungodly. 

Satan - Antichrist - The Old Testament usually refers to other nations or kings as the enemies of God's people, whereas the New Testament is more likely to recognize the real power, Satan, and his agent, the beast, or antichrist. Often in the Old Testament, the enemy is a type of Satan. 

Overall, the Old Testament emphasizes wrath and signs, with little attention to preparation. There is no escape for sinners, but God's people will be delivered. The major emphasis on preparation in the New Testament indicates that believers have an important task in end times. Those who do not actively prepare will not only be susceptible to being caught off guard by major events, but may even fall away without realizing it until it is too late. 



Purpose, Principles, and Pitfalls of New Testament Prophecy 

The purpose of New Testament prophecy is primarily to provide warning and encouragement for believers who will be experiencing many trials in the times ahead. New Testament prophecy looked not only to the near term devastation of Jerusalem by Romans, and severe persecution throughout the world, but also to ongoing trials and tribulations that would culminate in deliverance at Christ's second coming. As stated in 1 Corinthians 14, prophecy is to strengthen, encourage, and comfort. It strengthens by instructing and building up one's knowledge of what is coming. It encourages by giving direction on how to handle what is coming. It comforts by letting us know that we will overcome in the end, regardless of the intermediate trials and sufferings. This pattern is seen particularly in the letters to the churches in Revelation 2 and 3. 

The principles of New Testament prophecy are similar to Old Testament prophecy, with the exception that since few of them have been fulfilled, we do not have a clear idea if there are other methods of interpretation needed. For example, the apostles clearly believed that they were living in the end times as have many sincere believers in the centuries since then. Was this just a case of near/far fulfillment or do we have another principle that we need to treat end time prophecies as potentially being fulfilled at any time and thereby serving as a motivation to take our walk more seriously. This could be called the principle of imminence. 

Because there are so many possible interpretations of end times prophecies in the New Testament, it is very likely that, without guidance of the Holy Spirit, believers will come to hold significantly different views about issues that seem to be very important doctrinally. However, this is a real pitfall. Who says that every prophecy demands a full interpretation? Daniel chose not to press for more detailed interpretation of his end times vision, but quietly accepted the Lord's command to seal it for a later time. Perhaps in our zeal to classify and understand everything in scriptures we tend to over-interpret and interpret prematurely. What's worse, we then begin to establish what are merely interpretations as essentially doctrine and then make fine distinctions among supporters of various systems of interpretation as if such positions determined one's standing in the kingdom of God. 

Was this type of posturing not what blinded the eyes of Jewish leaders to the fulfillment of much Old Testament prophecy? They not only missed Christ's physical coming, but even more importantly, they missed the underlying, primary purpose of the Old Testament prophecy concerning Messiah. While he was ministering to the critical personal needs of the people, the professional leaders were expecting a political solution to the national problem. What was needed, though, was a change in each individual's life. This deliverance was much more important than the nation's deliverance from an external threat. Jesus continually tried to direct their attention to the weightier matters of love and mercy rather than physical deliverance. 

Perhaps we also should look beyond the potential political, geographical and physical interpretations of end times prophecies and concentrate instead on the major themes that deal with our personal preparation to become the bride of Christ. Perhaps we should be open to other perspectives for interpretation, or perhaps we should not be so caught up in systems of interpretation that we miss the weightier matters that the Holy Spirit is trying to speak to us. 

Never has the church had so much information. In many ways, the more analysis we perform, the more paralysis we seem to experience. Could it be that we just need to stay close to Jesus, knowing the basic prophetic themes, and then wait for the right timing to let the prophetic passages encourage and comfort us in the midst of each circumstance?



The Special Prophecy of Revelation 

Revelation is unique in that almost the entire book comes directly from the mouth of Jesus and is recorded by his beloved disciple, John, for the benefit of the churches. It is not only a panorama of end times events, but it is also a rich portrayal of the basic struggle between Satan and righteousness. While we look for an escape from the bondage and trials of this world, Jesus paints a picture of continuing effort to establish righteous living in a dismal world of sin. The seven churches are commended to the extent that they are able to hold on, and are admonished not to give in to the sins of the world. 

This book is also unique in that it clearly and specifically describes many events that are to take place in a short time span before Christ's second coming and also at the end of the millennium. The amount of detail in these prophecies exceeds even the lengthy prophecies of Isaiah. While it is not healthy to read too much into end times prophecies, it also is obvious that the Lord meant for us to be knowledgeable about many events and symbols. These mysteries will be revealed in a short period of time, and God must want his people to know what is going on and not to be deceived. 

The special purpose of Revelation is to show the majesty and omnipotence of God. He is seen as a conquering hero, who has come to judge both the righteous and unbelievers. 

The pitfall of Revelation, into which many stumble, is the temptation to figure it out, especially in terms of timing. The attempt of many to interpret the symbolism and find application to us today is useful. The attempt of many others to establish prematurely an unyielding sequence and timing of events can only lead to disappointment and possibly contribute to deception. Man's curious nature wants to explore the mysteries of God's word, but man's pride often tempts him to go too far and place God in an artificial box of presumptuous interpretation. 





Middle East Summary


This chapter contains the following topics:


· Introduction
· Middle East Situation
· The Iraq War in Prophecy
· Responding to the Middle East Situation
· America in Bible Prophecy



Introduction

The Middle East is the alpha and omega of human history.  From the Garden of Eden, the first heaven on earth, in present day Iraq, to the New Jerusalem, heaven eternally come to earth, this blessed and cursed region is the stage for the imminent fulfillment of end times prophecy.  Therefore, we have two reasons to be interested and knowledgeable about the history and current situation of the peoples of the Middle East.  These parallel the two basic aspects of preparing for the fulfillment of end times Bible prophecy.

The first is the passive aspect of preparation.  This involves knowing the facts about the nations, past and present, which allows us to appreciate fully what God is doing so we don’t miss critical events that represent prophetic fulfillment.  In this mode, we are not trying to decide who is wrong or right, but rather we are trying to understand how God is bringing about the conclusion of this phase of human history.

The second reason for knowing about the Middle East embodies the active aspect of end times preparation.  This allows us to make judgments about what we should do, such as how we should respond individually, or as a nation, to a particular event or proposal.  This is the tricky part, however, since it would be very easy for us to be influenced by our preconceived idealistic principles that may not be at all in tune with God’s ultimate will.  

For example, we might have a predisposition that says war is bad and peace is good.  That is certainly the conventional wisdom, with the exception that a nation has a right to defend itself against an unjust aggressor.  However, we know that prophecy says that the antichrist’s peace covenant with Israel will actually lead to deception and destruction.  Israel will be saved from utter annihilation only at the last minute by God’s miraculous intervention.  So, when we see movement towards peace between Israel and other nations, should we be supportive or skeptical?  

There are many other such paradoxes.  As another example, we know the antichrist is going to have a world-wide system for buying and selling that depends on individuals taking an identifying mark in their forehead or right hand. So when we see technologies and laws being put in place that could facilitate this, do we ignore them or oppose them?  If we oppose them, are we obstructing God’s ultimate plan?  

In general, then, how do we prepare to have Godly judgment and take the appropriate actions?  The first step is to be knowledgeable about the world situation, especially in the Middle East, and how nations and events figure in end times prophecy.  We must approach this task as objectively as possible, suppressing our natural tendency to be biased towards a particular mind set.  Only in this way do we have a chance to see the big picture and thus appreciate what God is doing.  Then, we will be in a better position to prayerfully assess what our response should be in specific situations.  At the conclusion of this study, we will address how this can be done, and give examples.  



Middle East Situation

First, let’s look at the past and current situation in the Middle East.  The following is drawn from Fast Facts on the Middle East Conflict by Randall Price, 2003.

Here is a very short overview of the modern history of the Middle East, brought up to date:

19th century – Jewish Zionists immigrate to Palestine to join Jewish communities

1918
Ottoman Empire collapses, League of Nations puts Palestine under British Mandate, who gives conflicting promises of independence to Jews & Arabs, who develop nationalistic ambitions; Balfour Declaration of 1917 said Jewish National Home originally included Jordan, but in 1922 was divided to only include area west of Jordan River

1948
UN partition plan resulted in Israel declaring independence; rejected by Arabs who declared war on Israel and were defeated, to their humiliation

1963
PLO, created by Arab League, represents Palestinians to provoke Arab world to destroy Israel

1967
Six-Day War gives Israel West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan Heights, Sinai; creates Palestinian refugees; UN Resolution 242 called for peace based on return of captured territories—Arabs have done nothing but still expect Israel to return land

1968
Yasser Arafat, leader of Fatah terrorist group in the PLO, politically perceptive yet ruthless dictator, becomes chairman; transforms from pure terrorist to a political organization with perceived legitimate cause. 

1979
Camp David accords; Egypt & Israel sign treaty; Israel withdraws from Sinai

1987 PLO starts Intifada terrorist tactics to force Israel to retaliate; ancient Islamic strategy for dealing with nations too strong to be defeated militarily 

1993
Oslo Peace Process signed by Israel and PLO; Palestine National Authority (PA) created as the legitimate governing entity of the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, who receive autonomy in Jericho, Gaza, much of West Bank; but terrorism continues.

1994
Arafat becomes president of Palestinian Authority, never renounces terrorist tactics.  Israel & Jordan sign peace treaty.

2000
Intifada resumed after Oslo process fails to produce diplomatic negotiations.  Arafat rivals are religious terrorist groups Islamic Jihad and Hamas, who believe the PA has betrayed the cause by engaging in a peace process.  However, the Israelis believe the PA is a haven for terrorists and no longer look to Arafat and the PA as peace partners.

2001 9/11 begins attempt by Arab Muslim radicals to force a final confrontation between East and West, fueled by arms race and weapons of mass destruction

2002 Israel begins building Security Wall approximately along old green line borders established by the 1949 armistice agreement, before conquering the West Bank and Gaza.  Purpose is to stop terrorist infiltration with a physical barrier.  A negative is that it also hinders flow of Palestinian workers into Israeli territory.

2003
Road Map is US proposed plan for settlement of conflict by 2005 with an independent Palestinian state and withdrawal from West Bank, Gaza & East Jerusalem; to be monitored by US, UN, EU & Russia (the international “quartet”); requires PA to stop terrorism & Israel to withdraw from settlements occupied since 2001.  Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and PA Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas shook hands and pledged to fulfill the conditions of the Road Map.  Invasion of Iraq increases tension in the area, although focus is on US as an aggressor rather than just a supporter of Israel.  Quick collapse of Iraqi forces shocked the Arab world and may have made the PA more open to gestures of democracy.

2004 Yasser Arafat dies, making way for more moderate leadership of the PA.  Israeli – Egyptian relations improve.

2005 Mahmoud Abbas elected president of PA.  This longtime henchman of Arafat seems more moderate and willing to work toward negotiated settlements.  Sharon  disengages Israeli settlers from Gaza and from four West Bank settlements.

Arab Influences

Many of the present Arab states were created somewhat arbitrarily by the imperial powers after WWI.  These states have regularly fought with Israel and among themselves, struggling with conflicting influences of:

· Pan-Arabism, a desire for a unitary Arab state; this is a secular movement that uses Islam to pacify the religious crowds and unite all Arabs under one banner; it started with Arab defeat by Israel in 1948; Egypt’s Nasser was the initial proponent; Israel is seen as the main obstacle to this goal.

· Pan-Islamism, the desire to reconstitute the Islamic religious empire in spite of intrusion of western violation of doctrine and values.

· Nationalistic movements to create independent states, e.g., the Palestinians.

· Dictatorial & imperial designs of individual Arab leaders.

· Tribal & sectarian loyalties.

Issues

· Arabs learned disinformation tactics from Nazis, e.g., that there is a Palestinian “people” with a history and a culture; that Jerusalem is not a Jewish city and there is no evidence of the temple being in Jerusalem

· WWII refugees all absorbed into own lands, except Palestinians, who are refused by Arab countries, except Jordan, to maintain the pressure on Israel.  More Jewish refugees from Arab lands moved to Israel without compensation, than moved out of Palestine (who were compensated). 

· Labor party leans to socialist policies, often dovish land-for-peace.  Held power from 1948 to 1977, when Menachem Begin of the Likud party became PM.  Likud is conservative, nationalist, free-market, hawkish, less willing to make territorial compromises or negotiate for peace during times of violence.

· Peace in Islamic terms means no further opposition to Islamic domination

· Muslim leaders, as with other dictators, only understand strength.  Concessions are a sign of weakness to be exploited.  Peace will only come through strength.

· Wahhabism is radical sect of Islam founded in 18th century to reverse decline of Muslim empire by removing cultural pollution of Western influence and returning to golden age when Qur’an was interpreted literally.  Death cult which promotes suicide bombers.  Espoused by Al-Qaeda.

· Ba’ath Party is a radical & militant Arab nationalist political system wanting to eventually establish a Pan-Arab state.  Syria is the only Arab country now under Ba’athist influence.

Israeli Prime Ministers

· Shimon Peres, Labor party PM 1984-85, 1995.  Dove among doves.

· Benyamin Netanyahu, Likud PM 1996-98, expert on terrorism, security hawk, mellowed while PM, but more hawkish than ever as foreign minister under Ariel Sharon

· Ehud Barak, Labor PM 1999-2000, made large concessions in 2000 at Camp David, but rejected by Arafat

· Ariel Sharon, Likud PM since 2001 “the Bulldozer”; blamed for inciting the Al-Aqsa Intifada in 2000 with his visit to the Temple Mount; surprised hawks and doves by supporting the Road Map at the Aqaba Summit and building the Security Wall, both of which were originally supported by Labor and opposed by Likud.

In summary, the current Middle East situation is extremely volatile and a potential source of major conflict, primarily because of the oil production in the region.  The multi-faceted historical, religious, and political tensions are incredibly complex and defy rational analysis, much less solution.  There can be little doubt that the conditions are ripe for fulfillment of Biblical end times scenarios.



The Iraq War in Prophecy

The following are notes from a discussion group in Spring, 2005

Background

· What Bible lands and cities are part of today’s Iraq?

· Babylonia, Chaldea, Babylon (mentioned more in the Bible than any other land and city except Israel & Jerusalem)

· Assyria

· What are the characteristics of the major people groups & sects?

· Kurds – non-Arab ethnic group, 15-20% of population; northern area; desire self- rule, bitter about Hussein’s mistreatment; control 50% of oil

· Sunnis – 20-27% of population, including most Kurds; bitter about losing power to other groups, tend to be more secular

· Shiites – 60% of population; bitter about Sunni domination; tends to represent the pure sect of Islam

· What is the source of the current terrorist resistance?

· Outside radicals see opportunity to humiliate Western powers

· Internal radicals see opportunity to create unrest & gain control

· What are the prospects for liberty and self-government?

· Deeply desired by most Iraqis

· Rejected as anti-Islam by most clerics & insurgents

· Compromises will be needed in a constitution—not a likely outcome

· May see three separate states loosely federated: Kurds in north, Sunnis in central, and Shiites in south; could work together, but more likely will be against one another

Iraq in the Bible

· Genesis: cradle of civilization and false worship

· Isaiah 13

· 1-3, 17-22 fulfilled by Medo-Persian conquest of Babylon (Daniel 5)

· Medes ~ Kurds; Persians ~ Iran; may still be an end time fulfillment through these agents of destruction

· 4, 6-14 indicate end of age destruction by a distant country with devastating weapons that inflame and humble Babylon/Iraq

· 19-22 some say not completely fulfilled in Old Testament, indicating end times rebuilding of Babylon, maybe by UN as symbolic gesture; others say it was essentially fulfilled then, and the end times Babylon refers to world economic/religious system

· Jeremiah 50 & 51

· God’s people to flee (50:8; 51:6, 45)

· utter destruction from alliance of great nations (50:9)

· will be made uninhabitable with extensive weapons of destruction

· arrows (50:9) – laser-guided munitions

· never again inhabited(50:39 – depleted uranium armor-penetrating shells

· roaring sea (50:42) – jet engines

· Other nations go mad due to wine (51:7) – oil

· Our response – don’t fear (51:46)

· Revelation: judgment of Babylon

Modern Prophetic Words

· Reasons and cautions for starting the war

· Many saw great risk going to war prematurely

· Hordes of demons – spirits of hate being sent to inflame the Islamic world; triggered by US going into certain nations (one in particular, unnamed) in pursuit of terrorists; could have grave consequences for Israel in biological warfare; can be avoided by intercession

· Far fulfillment scenarios 

· World will blame war disaster on selfishness of a nation (US) acting on it’s own; will result in cry for global solution

· Assyrian culture will rise to prominence in northern Iraq and Syria and be a major nation (Isaiah 19:23-24)

· American “owns” the land of Babylon and has thus taken on the role of Mystery Babylon (lots of Babylonian symbolism in US, e.g., Statue of Liberty as the goddess Ishtar, etc.)

· Messages for US

· Iraq war will trigger terrorism in US and nuclear exchanges world-wide; God’s judgment & destruction of US can be avoided by national repentance

· God is using US to judge Iraq, but then he will also judge the US

· War in Iraq will be transformed into a war with someone else (implies North Korea/China)

· War on terrorism is not easily won; involves the entire world

· God warns US that plans were being made for terrorism in America even as we focused on the elections; costal and metropolitan areas are at risk; this is a warning, we need not have fear enter into our heart, but we need to discern when and where to go.

· Messages for Iraqi Christians

· Come out of Babylon!

· From Peter Wagner/Cindy Jacobs’ group – Apostolic Council of Prophetic Elders

· The United States has been saved from those who would remove God from its borders, but now the nation must be established. There is a four-year window for the intercessors to war for the establishment of morality and righteousness. God is going to raise up a president in 2008 who will reconcile the nations to the United States. Bush has been called to be a man of war, like David, but God is bringing a Solomon to the office in '08 who will make peace with the nations.

· Iraq is a nation rich in Biblical significance. It is also a place where Satan has built his strongholds. God wants to use Iraq to "crack open" the Middle East for an in-gathering of souls for the Kingdom.  For this reason we are calling upon the Body of Christ to pray for the upcoming elections. A 21-day fast is being called, beginning January 15th through February 5th, 2005. Special prayer is called for the soldiers of all nations and relief workers, as well as Iraqi nationals who are fighting to see democracy established in the region. Pray to break the demonic powers of witchcraft and the occult who would bring confusion and discouragement, and bind the spirit of babel that would bring confusion on the troops fighting for democracy.



Responding to the Middle East Situation

So how do we use this historical and current knowledge about the Middle East in conjunction with knowledge about end times Bible prophecy?  And how does this help us know how to respond to specific opportunities?  

There are several ways we can handle the knowledge part:

· Start with the historical and current situation and look for end times passages that seem to match.  An example is the 1993 Oslo Peace Accords.  This appeared to be a historic peace treaty that set out certain conditions that would supposedly lead to peace over the succeeding seven years.  At the time, many prophecy observers speculated that this could be the seven year covenant mentioned in Daniel 9:27.

· Start with end times passages and look for historical and current events that seem to match.  An example is the detailed account in Daniel 11 of the kings of the south and north.  This passage is known to have been precisely fulfilled, up to a certain point, within a few hundred years of Daniel’s vision.  But there have also been attempts to correlate it with recent events.

While there is nothing wrong with either of these approaches, great care must be taken to avoid making rash or inappropriate matches.  Often an event that seems to fit a passage is a partial fulfillment, meant to sharpen our eyes and ears as we wait for the final version.  An example is Hitler, who certainly exhibited aspects of the antichrist.

Following Christ’s example throughout the gospels, especially Luke 4:24, and other examples such as Peter in Acts 2:16, the biblical way to correlate events with scripture is discernment through the prophetic office or gift.  In addition to knowing the prophetic scriptures and being open to how they are to be fulfilled, this requires that one “follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy” (1 Corinthians 14:1).  If one does not use this spirit-empowered gift in love, then it is very likely that an inappropriate application of prophetic scripture will be made.  Note well—this means that merely applying logic to make such correlations, however precise and well-intentioned, is not adequate to determine whether it is in fact a true fulfillment, and is likely to lead at best to frustration, and at worst, deception.  This is not to say that one should not make such correlations.  But unless one is operating in the gift of prophecy, these analyses should be labeled as speculative scenarios.

Once we know by the gifts of the Spirit that a particular prophetic passage is related to past or current events, we then have a responsibility to take the appropriate actions.  

An obvious example is not taking the mark of the beast.  The action is clear in this case, but discerning who the beast is or what the mark consists of may not be trivial.  If you believe that the beast and mark will be easily identified, then the “only” issue is having the courage and faith to refuse the mark, even if it means losing your own life or that of your friends and family.  You might also want prepare to live as a fugitive, since you would not be able to earn money or spend it.  Or you could believe, as some scriptures indicate, that God would supernaturally protect and provide for you during this time.  

On the other hand, if you believe that the beast and the mark may not be so easily identifiable, or that the system to be used for taking the mark will be introduced earlier in a different context, then you may be unwilling to participate in broad schemes to standardize and computerize personal identification and commerce.

This last scenario raises a general issue regarding how to respond to events or proposals that may support in some way the ultimate agenda of antichrist in end times.  Here are some examples:

· Should we categorically support the government of Israel, no matter what they do?  

· Should we support national or world-wide identification schemes to reduce crime, terrorism, illegal immigration, etc.?

· Is world peace, or at least peace in the Middle East, a desirable goal?

· What should our attitude be toward other religions, especially Islam, which fosters Arab aggression against Israel?

· Should Christians move to the country and stockpile food?

Of course, the ultimate answer is that each believer should be led by the Holy Spirit.  A Christian diplomat working in a European or Arab country may be led differently than a working-class believer living in the rural South.  However, there are some general guidelines that may help guide our behavior when we do not have specific direction from the Holy Spirit.

· Whoever blesses Israel will be blessed (Genesis 12:3).  In general, nations who have helped Israel have prospered, and those who have been enemies of Israel have been eventually destroyed.  America is one of the few supporters of Israel, and many Christians believe there is a direct correlation between that fact and our nation’s prosperity.  Some take this to extremes, and believe that if we support any action to diminish Israel’s territory (e.g., West Bank, Gaza, East Jerusalem) that we are in danger of losing God’s blessing. 

· Resist the devil (antichrist) and he will flee from you (James 4:7).  Of course, this is preceded by “submit therefore to God.”  We should always be in repentance and humble submission to God before discerning how the devil is trying to work in our lives.  Even more so must the entire church be unified in repentance and submission to God and love for one another before we will have the power to resist the spirit of antichrist and perhaps antichrist himself.  If we think that some system, religion, group, or event is preparing the way for antichrist, we had better be in unison with other spirit-filled believers and pray earnestly for discernment and wisdom as to how to respond.  Most likely, God will lead us, as Jesus modeled, to pray, speak God’s word, and go on the offensive to increase God’s kingdom.  The most effective way to destroy the works of the devil is to do the works of God. 

· Witness until the end; God delays the coming of Christ only to give all an opportunity to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). 

· The coming judgment of the world is a good and necessary thing, in spite of the trials and tribulations that even some Christians may have to endure.  We should not be surprised or dismayed at the increasing frequency and severity of natural and supernatural events during the last days.  Rather than praying against them, we should recognize God’s hand and pray that he will protect us, provide for us, and, if required, that he will allow us the great honor of sacrificing our lives as a testimony for him.

In summary, the key is to be alert and watch for the signs that are given in God’s word.  Then be so filled with the spirit of Christ that you immediately recognize not only the signs, but their importance and what your response should be.



America in Bible Prophecy

While the Middle East and various European regions are prominently mentioned in Bible prophecy, many are surprised or concerned by the apparent lack of mention of the United States.  The following is a short summary of possibilities, in the form of notes for a discussion group in the spring of 2005.

Why is America not mentioned in Bible prophecy?  Some possibilities are as follows:
· It just isn’t, and it may still be a powerful nation during end times.

· It will be destroyed during the wars between nations.

· It will have lost influence through moral decay.

· It will have been brought to its knees by the Rapture; until then it is a defender of Israel; then the antichrist “helps” Israel in the power vacuum after the Rapture; power shifts to Europe

· It is mentioned under the label of Babylon

Scriptures that may shed light on America’s role in end times:

· Genesis 12:3 – America is blessed or cursed as we treat Israel; State Department policy is typically to evaluate our practical national interests, which often results in favoring Arab oil interests; contrasted to Bible-believing leaders who tend to favor Israel out of scriptural convictions; broad support for Israel in America has waned since the 1975 Oil Embargo which followed the 1973 Yom Kippur war – most want cheap oil

· Isaiah 18:2 – a tall, smooth-skinned people, feared far and wide, who are aggressive, or enterprising; could be America

· Jeremiah 50-51 – America is equated with Babylon and her judgment for sins; 50:24 opposed the Lord; 50:36 false prophets; 51:24 for wrong done in Zion; 50:25 against you O destroying mountain…will make you a burned out mountain (see Revelation 8:8 – America as the blazing mountain?)

· Ezekiel 38:10-13 – Sheba and Dedan refer to Saudi Arabia, allies with merchants or young lions of Tarshish, which could be America or West Europe, who are against Gog and allies

· Ezekiel 39:6 – fire on those who live in safety in the coastlands; could refer to America; fire could come from Russian nuclear subs off the coast

· Daniel 7:4 – the lion is interpreted to be America by some

· Zechariah 14:2-3 – Will gather all nations to fight Jerusalem – including America?  Notice the Lord destroys those nations

· Revelation 8:8 – Like a mountain ablaze thrown into the sea; could the mountain be America (see Jeremiah 51:24-25); vs. 9 continues referring to destruction of 1/3 of the creatures and ships in the sea – note that America is about 1/3 of the world economy; brought to the level of the sea, i.e., the other nations

· Revelation 12:13-17 – Israel is given two wings of an eagle – does this refer to America?  Although Deuteronomy 32:11 states that the eagle is God Himself

· Psalm 46:2 – we will not fear

Another possible scenario for America in end times events:

· Islamic terrorism occurs in America and is blamed on Christians supporting Israel; these Christians are persecuted for bringing on this extremist danger

· Fear of terrorism weakens the economy and further divides the American people politically and religiously

· America’s growing weakness invites more terrorist pressure, ultimately resulting in limited nuclear attacks

· Strong, prepared Christians, in spite of an antagonistic American government, will lead a revival and focus on prayer to support Israel against an attack by Muslim nations led by antichrist

Note that this scenario combines the apparently contradictory prophetic themes of God’s judgment on America with Americans providing support for Israel.  This shows that it’s not about what political or economic system is “right,” rather, it’s about God’s people having godly behavior under persecution, which results in prayer, repentance, and power to see God’s will ultimately fulfilled.



Personal Remarks

This chapter was one of the most difficult to put together since it deals with complex, global, real-life issues.  It’s one thing to talk about future end times events.  It’s another to know how to respond to today’s news in a knowledgeable way.  So I was particularly surprised when I received what I believe was a word from the Lord regarding what to expect in America.  This is summarized in the “scenario” I just painted.  It showed me how God can bring about seemingly contradictory and mutually exclusive prophetic concepts in a very realistic way.  This is just one more example of why we need to be careful about excluding certain prophetic interpretations, just because they don’t seem to “fit.





Today’s Prophetic Word



Introduction

The following are materials from a class surveying end times specific prophetic visions and words from various modern authors.  We first address several questions.

Why pay attention to modern day prophecies?

· To learn how to discern the times  1 Thess 5:4-11

· To discern true from false prophecy  Matt 24:4-5, 11, 24

· To know how to interpret prophecies

· To know how to apply prophecies in our everyday life.

Why does God speak to us today through prophetic messages?

· For comfort – to let us know he’s in control

· Edification – to teach us things we need to know

· Exhortation – to prompt us to act where we need to

How do we personally receive prophetic messages today?

· The logos and rhema Word

· Prayer

· Gift of prophecy

· Visions, dreams, word pictures

How do we receive prophetic messages from others?

· Prophets in the church

· Books, articles, written by or about prophets 

· Internet sites

What is our responsibility to seek out prophetic messages?

· Should we depend wholly on our denomination, pastors, teachers?

· What else should we do?

How do we know if prophetic messages are authoritative?  Deut 18:20-22

· Compare to the Word

· Examine the prophet’s background and track record

· Compare to the body of prophetic messages

How do we interpret prophetic messages?  Acts 11:28-30; 21:10-11

· Literal or figurative/symbolic?

· General or personal?

· Timing—absolute or relative?

How do we apply prophetic messages? Jn 16:13; 1 Cor 14:3

· Comfort

· Edification

· Exhortation

The following prophetic words are reviewed:

· Analysis of Rick Joyner’s Prophetic Ministry

· Analysis of Bob Jones’ Prophetic Ministry

· Bob Jones and Paul Cain Prophetic Ministry

· Analysis of Thomas S. Gibson’s Prophetic Ministry

· Analysis of Cindy Jacobs’ Prophetic Ministry



Personal Remarks

My wife and I have been receiving and recording prophetic words for many years now.  Most of the words we have received are personal in nature. The most significant ones have dealt with major changes that are coming, often job-related moves.  We have learned over the years to be very careful in how we handle these words.  We’ve learned not to jump to conclusions, for instance.  We’ve also learned that often these are given far in advance so that we will have time to get used to the idea and prepare (or allow God to prepare us) to receive what’s coming. This allows us to be of one mind, focus on what God is doing, be obedient, and be ready for quick action when the time comes.  So in my paradigm, I believe that God speaks to us in this way today and that we should covet the gift of prophecy for personal encouragement and direction.  
I am less comfortable with the office of the prophet in today’s church.  I don’t have a lot of first-hand experience with this, but I’ve seen examples of both good and bad.  The history of prophets in Bible times was pretty checkered as well.  There were lots of false ones, and many of the true prophets were not accepted by their contemporaries, or were only grudgingly tolerated.  Jesus warned that this would continue to be the case even in end times.
So what are we to do with people in the churches who claim to have not just the prophetic gift, but who claim to stand in the office of a prophet?  I believe, based on my understanding of the Bible, that there are such people, and that we should seek them out, test their words, and take to heart the messages given through them.

This is the reason I conducted a class on “Today’s Prophetic Word.”  I wanted to cull through some of the familiar “prophets” to see if we can discern authenticity and consistency.  I was surprised at the consistency of the messages, which I have tried to summarize in this chapter. They seem to be consistent, not only with one another, but also with the Bible, at least at some levels of interpretation.  However, I cannot say that I’m certain about authenticity in any of these presented, or any others I’m aware of, for that matter.  It’s hard to judge Rick Joyner’s materials, for example, which are usually symbolic visions that can be interpreted in different ways.  Paul Cain and Bob Jones supposedly have long track records for accuracy of specific events. However, both of them have abused their office through moral failure, and are undergoing restoration.  Thomas Gibson has some of the most specific end times related prophecies. He is an unschooled loner who is quite certain of himself, but apparently has no credentials from a body of believers.  
Another class of modern prophets is represented by Cindy Jacobs (a member of my church) and her colleagues in the previously mentioned Apostolic Council of Prophetic Elders. Cindy has been conducting major prophetic events throughout the world for over twenty years. These services are accompanied by significant miracles of healing through the prophetic word. Apparently, her prophetic accuracy is very high and many ministries and governments have taken action based on specific words she has given them. The emphasis of her ministry is on encouraging and building up the body of Christ to bring about God’s kingdom through intercession, spiritual warfare, regional revival, and societal transformation.  However, she rarely mentions any other end times prophetic events or issues.
There are many other prophets with a wide variance in what they cover and their specific stances on end times issues.  This just typifies what we’ve been saying about end times prophecy.  It’s a complex, messy subject, but one that we need to pursue with diligence and open-mindedness.  Our future depends on it.  As end times progress, I believe we have a responsibility to begin examining prophetic ministries and to practice discerning the true from the false.  Taken together, I believe that the true prophetic ministries will begin to present a mosaic of end times that will provide encouragement and direction to the saints.


Analysis of Rick Joyner’s Prophetic Ministry


Note: The text of these visions can be found on several different web sites.

Final Quest/Hordes of Hell

· Allegorical dream/vision in 1995

· Satanic deception will cause unprepared Christians to attack one another in a great civil war; the antidote is deeper understanding and appropriation of the Word, leading to unity of the brethren.

· There are different levels of doctrinal truths which are defended by various groups; no matter how high we go, however, we must guard against pride through humility and dependence on the grace of God; Gal 2:20.

· We help one another learn the secrets of God, and move to the highest levels through sacrifice and suffering.

· Wounds we receive in battle result in many redemptive benefits to ourselves and others; the wisest ask for the Lord’s judgments, they give and forgive unconditionally, they rejoice in trials, and they are honored to be in the final battle. 

· Earnestly desiring to know God’s heart leads to greater power, but also greater opportunity for deception if we rely on our own reasoning and do not humble ourselves in the ministry of sacrifice and recover the message of the cross.

A Vision of the Harvest

· Summary of a vision from 1988

· End times harvest; like labor pains; don’t know timing; not to give direction for  ministries; comes through great revival; must flow with the move of the Spirit

· God is preparing a great fishnet by linking His people together, Eph 4:15-16, in ministry and unity of worship, Ps 133, breaking down barriers among leaders and groups, forming an organic, unified body around the lordship of Jesus, removing deceived stumbling blocks.

· Great harvest of souls into this supernaturally built fishnet will be accompanied by great tribulation, wars, chaos, persecution

· First century church was first-fruits, this is the great harvest

Civil War in the Church

· From Hordes of Hell Are Marching, 1995

· Gives parallels to the US Civil War

War and Glory

· Vision from 1993

· Island in the middle of a sea; many types of buildings at war with each other, representing denominations and movements; controlled by spirits of Jealousy & Fear

· Looming storms ignored

· A remnant of people appeared as lights, refused to take part in the fighting; had power to heal wounds; prayer camps helped stop small battles and kept away small storms

· Ships of refugees couldn’t enter because of fighting

· Lord said this is the church; released the sea to sweep over the island; only lights left, which became pillars of new buildings that received the refugees, who had to put their flesh to death, were buried, and came into a supernatural life of love and glory, with a supreme joy of sharing God’s glory

· Storms returned in several waves, each of which caused the island & buildings to become smaller, but even more glorious

· The Lord said “The war is almost over.  It is time to prepare for the storms.  This is your quest—to know My love.”

· Institutions will not stand, only godly people

A Bridge to Revival

· Vision from 1996

· Bridge between two fields representing the transition period between the church’s current renewal and the future revival

· Made of different size stones representing movements, ministries, and individuals.

· Under girded by pillars of biblical truths, fruit, or gifts of the Holy Spirit

· Workmen of all types building the bridge, under attack from spirits of depression & others

· Abundance of fruit in various stages of growth on other side, many unfamiliar

· Harvesters of fruit needed supervisors (apostles) to organize their efforts

· Harvesters attacked by lies, false witnesses and accusations

· Harvesters more successful by working on fruit they recognized

· Harvesters from different stones—movements, ministries

· Prayer movements

· London Bridge – British Commonwealth as primary builders

· Pensacola Brownsville Revival, willing to serve & sacrifice, although some went too far in sacrifices

· Span from Pensacola to Mobile, Baton Rouge, Dallas, Phoenix, LA; then Singapore, Sydney, Hong Kong, India; English language like Greek of NT times

· Solemn Assemblies among Baptists – strong, but hard to bond to others

· Dream Center in LA – gave hope & strength to others

· Promise Keepers – inclusive, but dangerously thin in places

· Women’s Movements – prayer, warmth

· Other unknown, future movements

· Movements from denominations, not denominations themselves

· Pile of stones that couldn’t be used were various movements & denominations

· Bridge spanned river of earth’s waste; occasional waves engulfed the bridge; workers and bridge had to be cleaned

Major Prophetic Themes of Rick Joyner

· Civil war within the church; leads to unity and revival

· Diversity of people, gifts, strengths and weaknesses in the church

· Wounds (the cross) and trials provide ultimate redemptive benefits

· Humility as you advance prevents deception; leads to dependence on God’s grace, peace knowing He’s in control, and willingness to move with God’s flow

· Individual responsibility – not denomination, institution, or movement 

· Apostles and prophets reinstated

· Revival tested and refined by tribulation from without

Critiques of Rick Joyner

· Predicts monumental events (often new anointing, revivals, natural disasters, etc.) that don’t take place

· Says prophets don’t have to be 100% accurate as they are maturing

· Self-proclaimed, self-aggrandizing, empire-building

· Said about Y2K “The most severe difficulties will come from the panic generated by the situation”  “Observe the problems that Y2K will cause in the natural world as a reflection of the problems we have in the body of Christ.”

· Obsessed with restoration of the prophetic & apostolic ministries

· Has stated very conservative doctrines and principles of Bible interpretation, but doesn’t follow them

· Says Jesus was man for a while but now is Spirit

· Talks to resurrected saints in visions, who give him perfect Truth (my biggest critique)

· Resurrected saints say that more people would be in heaven if they hadn’t gone astray



Analysis of Bob Jones’ Prophetic Ministry


Note: Bob Jones confessed to moral failures late in his ministry and is currently publishing prophetic words under the auspices of Paul Keith of White Dove Ministries.

Background of Bob Jones (through 1989)

· Born in Ark, son of sharecropper, around 1931

· Called 3 times as a youth by an angel, audible voice, vision of the Lord

· Marine reserves during Korean War; married 1951, 1 son

· Tried to get rich, but had nervous breakdown at age 39

· Turned to Lord, spent 4 years in intensive Bible study

· Began to receive “open visions, trances, audible voices, dreams, angelic appearances and demonic confrontations.  These words and visions often foretold future events in both church and national affairs.  These experiences never contradicted the word of God.”

· Joined Kansas City Fellowship in 1983; then into full time ministry

Major Prophetic Themes from “The Shepherd’s Rod” 1995-2004 by Bob Jones & Paul Keith, www.whitedoveministries.org

· Love is how the Lord evaluates us and promotes us to the next level (Rom 13:10)

· The Promise Keepers ministry will bring many worldwide to repentance and restoration, as long as leadership responds to persecution with humility

· The Lord is not pleased with the US in areas such as 

· miscarriage of justice, abortion & homosexuality

· rampant lawlessness & flagrant spirits of pleasure & gratification of the flesh which result in divine consequences such as hurricanes, tornados, & other natural disasters

· journey into captivity – in spiritual, mental, physical, social, emotional, & sexual realms

· beginning stages of emotional, financial & spiritual bondage

· betrayal of allies (Lam 1:19)

caused in part by the “disunity and lack of power in the church as a whole, which has failed to provide the moral leadership necessary for this nation to reach the world with the gospel of power and salvation.”  However, “if America will repent and willingly send the gospel into the far corners of the earth, then the judgment can be appeased.” 

· Dreams and visions prepare us for “tomorrow’s labor” by helping to identify areas of spiritual inaccuracy, prompting a thorough evaluation of the Scriptures to discover the Truth.

· Increasing power of the true church

· Needs of humanity will require miracles, signs & wonders

· Beware of false prophetic ministers and counterfeit spirits operating in the church (example of Bar-Jesus in Acts 13:6-12, “false prophetic wizard spirit”)

· Spirit of “religion”

· Will become less effective & revealed as thieves by true prophets & apostles

· Produces division & distractions from the “Spirit of Truth that is being released”

· Self-proclaimed titles & spiritual distinctions

· Must be confronted by the true anointing & light

· “Those who do not receive the love of the truth that will be brought to the church by the inspired teachers are going to be marked by strong delusion and confusion.”

· “Many well-intentioned Christians will actually prophesy things from the demonic realm thinking it is a word from the Holy Spirit.  We must begin to develop the discernment to distinguish the two—by appropriating His divine wisdom…”

· End-times apostles (fathers) “will emerge to bring clear revelation of truth that will end controversies and factions that presently exist.”  They will provide divine counsel in preparation for end-times events. 

· Vision of Jesus’ crucifixion indicated a “release of great grace for forgiveness … of others and … for ourselves.”

· “Leaders who have allowed selfish ambition to enter into the heart of their ministry will find it increasingly difficult to prosper.”  Other signs are competition, division, jealousy, envy, wanting to be in the forefront, showmanship and “professionalism”.  Come from seeds of destruction sown through the enemy’s crafty devices.  Answer is to take extended leave of absence for repentance and prayer.  Also, “lone rangers” should put themselves under the covering of a team.

· One of enemy’s objectives is to motivate the Lord’s anointed to birth spiritual objectives prematurely.  We must learn the art of waiting on the Lord to receive His counsel through prayer and intercession.

· “Unity built around the Word and the Spirit will be the source of strength necessary for the end-time church to become the overcoming army prophesied in scripture.”

· The Lord is going to have the church discontinue many “good” works to make way for the “best” so the purified church leadership can accomplish far more with less effort by seeing the overall corporate vision the Lord has for the end-time ministry.

· The enemy’s assault, such as on 9/11, is a spiritual battle between light and darkness, in which the enemy is trying to destroy the financial resources of the nation and the church.  We must, like Joseph, prepare for such a time of famine by praying against these demonic forces.

· Vision of the snake, representing fear, anxiety, and panic, which can do more damage than any event, such as terrorist activity.  This is often spread by the media.  The church is to not give place to such fear, but appropriate the spirit of love, power and a sound mind.

· The coming escalation of spiritual maturity in youth groups will come from Godly passion and the reality of the Lord Jesus Christ living in them and doing the works of the kingdom through them.

· Something almost of the caliber of 9/11 is on the horizon that will shift the interest of people from day-to-day entertainment to spiritual matters and the seriousness of the world events.

· Intense praise services, each lasting for hours and days at a time, will make tremendous gains through the Spirit.  Areas of focus will be Israel, political leadership of the nation, release of the Holy Spirit to our nation, terrorism, etc.  Leaders will be commissioned to orchestrate this form of prayer, praise, and prophetic gathering.



Analysis of Bob Jones & Paul Cain End Times Prophetic Messages

Prophecy for Mike Bickle, while a beginning anti-charismatic pastor, which formed the basis for the Kansas City Fellowship, started in 1983

· Ministry like King David, especially divine gentleness

· 24 hour singing & prayer 

· Abundance of dreams, visions, angelic visitations, heavenly experiences

· Word as primary pillar

· Many wars & conflicts with believers and unbelievers

Background of Paul Cain

· Born 1939, from a Godly mother (45, 5 miscarriages, healed) & grandmother

· Called at 8, words of knowledge & miracles

· 18-30 tent & TV ministry; many creative miracles

· At age 30 Lord pulled from ministry for 25 years in Arizona desert

· Associated with Mike Bickle, ’84 Kansas City Fellowship, International House Of Prayer
Prophetic Track Records of Bob Jones & Paul Cain

· Numerous examples of words of knowledge and prediction of events

· Confirmation of basic direction of KCF, IHOP ministry since early 80’s

· Not infallible, by any means

· Both suffered moral failures and are being restored

Bob Jones’ End Times Prophetic Themes

· Kansas City and others in mid-west and over the world will be “Cities of Refuge,” because of the great war and famine to come; KC will be a spiritual & natural “breadbasket” impacting the mid-west and the world; pockets of mercy with rain, crops, finances, and other supernatural provision; whole world will be after the grain from the mid-west and the oil from the middle-east

· Stadium Christianity led by prophetic singers 

· Limited nuclear exchange on East Coast (confirmed by numerous other prophecies, including George Washington’s vision at Valley Forge of 3 wars: revolutionary war in which he would be victorious, war involving Africa & slavery in which brother would fight brother, and final war in which fire bombs would fall from heaven on the East coast)

· Earthquakes & disease everywhere, especially on the West coast

· Prophetic intercession & prayer are the primary redemptive gifts needed for these difficult times, and will be a key factor in the tremendous harvest of the church in Israel

· Much of the passion for Christ will come from young people

Paul Cain’s End Times Prophetic Themes 

· Stadium (Arrowhead) Christianity, 8-10 young, male & female, worship leaders on stage for 3 days straight, others for 1 & 2 days at a time; happening all over the earth

· Joel’s Army, following the lifestyle principles of prayer & fasting in Joel 2 (not enemy army in verses 11 & 25)

· 6/88 dream of nations of earth at the end

· Bush is hunting for quail and quail is hiding behind bush (Bush announced Quayle as running mate afterwards)

· Within 1 year of Bush’s election, God will knock the wind out of Communism (Berlin wall & USSR fell 11/89)

· A little time later there will arise a residue of the spirit of communism and it will mix with the spirit of Islam to form an horrendously evil empire based out of Europe, led by antichrist, and the nations will shake at its terror.  But God will raise up a church in Europe and over the earth that will stand against this terror in the authority of Jesus, that will escape by supernatural protection of the Lord; for such a time we have come to the earth.

· Political sovereignty of America will be temporarily interrupted with enemy occupation forces, although they will not conquer

· Limited nuclear exchanges on East coast

· Earthquake & famine

· Police forces disrupted

· Resistance from American people

· Cities of Refuge provided through rain, supernatural protection, led by apostles & prophets; based on Joel 2 lifestyle

Summary 

The Church must prepare for the coming end times tribulation and war through intense prayer, intercession, and worship with anointed, humble leadership from the prophetic and apostolic ministries



Analysis of Thomas S. Gibson End Times Prophetic Messages

Background of Thomas Gibson

· In his 50’s, Canadian, concrete worker, no special training

· Called at 18, began recording & publishing prophecies in 1994 on the web

· Overall prophetic message – sin in the church and judgments of God

Web site – www.telusplanet.net/public/tsgibson/propheticword.html

Prophetic Themes

· U.S. has been blessed of God in the past, but is facing financial & natural disasters as judgment for accumulated sins

· Earth’s atmosphere, weather & seasons will be upturned between 1995 & 2017

· U.S. judgments are limited because of true servants of God, and are intended to bring about national repentance

· Russia (& China) will come against Canada & most of the U.S. without warning

· “War years” will occur in next few decades, starting between 2005 & 2010 (a 1995 prophecy) & will be the third world war several years in length; it will bring about a tremendous revival of a united church, walking in the Spirit of God, which will take the gospel to the world in power & strength (Eph 4:3-15)

· Obey the Word, fast, and pray, and you will walk in the power of God’s Spirit and will be under His direction and protection, particularly during the war years

· U.S. will win the war by a new invention after they have repented; then Russia will change their political agenda and even help spread the gospel

· After the Russian war, fear of another war will cause appeasements and lead to a new satanic world power which will result in a short-lived world peace; then the great end times persecution will start, blaming God’s people for what’s wrong with the earth; but this will lead to an even greater revival

· God’s people will know false prophets by listening to the Spirit of the Lord as they spend time in prayer, fasting & Bible study; you will also know them by their fruits – true prophets are humble, not seeking money, importance, or a following

· Three types of false prophets & false apostles

· Those led by Satan – most deceptive & destructive, using the terminology of the church, but having hearts filled with evil

· Those in the pride of trying to be important have called themselves to a ministry that God did not call them to

· Those who God has called but who do not seek His will but have gone astray after their own minds

· There will be a division in the church, a great spiritual war; those who compromise the Word and God’s Will will fight against and drive out those who won’t compromise.  God’s people are not to fight against brother Christians, but pray for them; stand against the sin or error, but love the person; this is the mark of the true Christian during revival and persecution; Matthew 5

· Do not run away as the evil times approach, but listen to God’s Spirit prompting you to prepare long in advance; then “while the world panics, you’ll be prepared and you’ll sail right through walking in the prosperity and the blessings of God, and NOT in the panic and fear of men”

· After the fall of the U.S. economy, there is also coming a day when the technology of this world shall fail; put your trust in the Lord instead of in technology

· There are three signs of the end times

· The fall of an American president

· The collapse of the American economy

· The infiltration onto American soil of enemy bands of soldiers to begin World War III

· A final economic collapse will come soon, after an initial crash and then improvement

· Now (2002) is a time of plenty as in the time of Joseph’s seven years

· Many prophets have warned you to pay off debts and not borrow

· Revival will occur in the streets, in lowly places, in schools, in the workplace, everywhere people gather; it will affect the young people; it will have many miracles and moves of God; it will not occur in the hierarchy of the churches

· The great harvest of souls in the last days can only come as the church is in unity; do not argue differences of doctrine, but rather join in ranks in the power of the Holy Spirit

· Satan will fight against the revival with everything he has

· America will be drawn into conflict after conflict, until it can no longer protect itself

· Events leading up to 9/11 started when the U.S. invaded Iraq’s airspace to bomb targets in 12/98; many subsequent terrorist strikes will occur in the U.S. unless it repents from its love of money and love of itself; these will continue until the Russian-Chinese invasion

· Saw in his spirit Bush making agreements with Arab nations to get permission to go into Iraq: to support a Palestine state in the West Bank, and to give rights to the capital of Jerusalem; but he will backtrack on these agreements, creating problems with the American right wing and with the Arab states

· “George Bush shall not leave his office before the end of his second term, but rather shall be killed before that time.”  (8/31/2002)

· “My hook is in Bush’s nose to pull him into war with Iraq.  And when he goes to war, America will be judged in a great way.”  (11/1/2002)

· Saw in his spirit Saddam Hussein saying “I am god” several times, and Bush saying “I’m in control, I’m in control”  (1/30/2003)

· Anti-Semitism will rise in the U.S. True Christians will stand for Israel and defend Jews against their enemy—so it will be easy to see who is of God and who is of the world.

·  “Now thus saith the Lord. The time is growing short. The time of great judgment is arriving, but many have said in their heart, “it will not happen.” But I say it shall be here soon. So beware: those that are spiritually prepared shall be okay, those that spend their time in the worldliness shall be damned. So says God.”  (7/30/2004)



Analysis of Cindy Jacobs End Times Prophetic Messages

Background of Cindy Jacobs

· Born 1951; parents planted many Baptist churches; music degree; called to ministry in early 1980’s

· Recognized as a prophetess to the nations

· Founded Generals of Intercession in 1985, a missionary organization devoted to training in prayer and spiritual warfare by developing prayer strategies to unlock harvest in the nations of the world; often calls for regional fasting & prayer

· www.generals.org

· Member of Apostolic Council of Prophetic Elders, along with Peter Wagner, Chuck Pierce, Bill Hamon, Mike Bickle, Dutch Sheets, etc.

Web site – www.generals.org
Prophetic themes

· Call for repentance (New Orleans, Europe, etc.)

· Church moving into positions of wealth & influence in society

· Bold spiritual warfare 

· Increase in shakings & natural disasters; can be influenced by leaders

· Stronger roles for apostles & prophets in marketplace & governments

· New levels of intimacy with the Lord & grace in our lives

· The United States has a four-year window for the intercessors to war for the establishment of morality and righteousness. God is going to raise up a president in 2008 who will reconcile the nations to the United States. Bush has been called to be a man of war, like David, but God is bringing a Solomon to the office in '08 who will make peace with the nations.

· Iraq is a nation rich in Biblical significance. It is also a place where Satan has built his strongholds. God wants to use Iraq to "crack open" the Middle East for an in-gathering of souls for the Kingdom.

· By paying attention to prophetic words of impending judgment, we can intercede and avoid or lessen disasters

· Terrorism across Europe to prepare for re-evangelization

· Blessings for God’s people regardless of the economy or other problems

· God will turn this nation around if we are radical in spiritual warfare; this revolution will be led by the youth; if we do not birth this revival, then we can expect a great depression.




Parallel End Times Passages in the New Testament



Introduction 

These parallel passages compare some of the important verses relating to end times in the New Testament using Matthew 24 as the reference point. They are intended to show God's love for his people by demonstrating how he is faithful to deliver us from the wrath that is coming on mankind as judgment for unbridled sin.  Just prior to this, in the two days of Matthew 21-23, Jesus has gone from triumphal entry, to throwing out the money changers, to confronting the skeptical religious establishment (Pharisees and Sadducees), even to the point of pronouncing seven woes on them and condemning them to hell.  In Matthew 24, then, we should focus not on timing or sequence, but on the larger picture of God's love and grace toward his people as they witness this climactic global judgment.



Matt 24:1 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 

Mark 13:1 As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!"

Luke 21:5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said,



The temple, representing at once the best and worst in the Jewish religion, may also be a type of the church. While in the temple, Jesus saw it as God’s ordained design for the redemption of his people. But from the outside, he sees it as an object that is too often adored for its outer trappings rather than for what it represents. 

Just as Jesus severely critiqued the religious leaders, and Paul held the churches accountable to walk their talk, so we should constantly review our religious activities to ensure they are not mere traditions of men, but that they measure up to God’s holy standard. Let us pray that Jesus does not have to leave the established church to get our attention.



Matt 24:2 "Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."

Mark 13:2 "Do you see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."

Luke 21:6 "As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down."



As usual, Jesus responds in a totally unexpected way.  He prophesies an astounding event that comes to pass in about 40 years with the destruction of the temple by the Romans in 70 AD.  It is at once his judgment on unbelieving Israel as well as a warning to his true followers.  

Nowhere else in scripture is there such a dramatic passage that is so unbelievable.  Some of the stones of the temple were 70 by 10 by 8 feet high.  The disciples must have been shocked.  Even the event itself was almost an accident.  Titus, the Roman general, had wanted to save the city and the temple, and begged the people to surrender.  When they wouldn’t, he ordered both destroyed.  The Jews themselves actually started the first fire and Roman soldiers finished the job in a frenzy, not realizing that Titus had given orders not to destroy it at the last minute.   But God’s word will be fulfilled, in spite of the intentions of man.  

Keeping in mind the principle of double reference, or near/far fulfillment, is it possible that the ultimate fulfillment of Christ’s words have yet to occur?  For example, Titus had ordered that 3 towers be left and part of the western wall, which still stands today.  So perhaps this could also refer to a later time, should the temple be rebuilt, as some other prophetic passages seem to indicate.



Matt 24:3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"

Mark 13:3-4 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, "Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?"

Luke 21:7 "Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?"



Jesus’ dramatic statement about the temple was spoken publicly, perhaps to a number of people.  However, only four of his closest disciples wanted to know what this really means.  This was a typical teaching technique of Jesus.  He would give general, difficult to understand, statements publicly, and then explain them to a few of his disciples later when they were alone.  This is a model for how we can communicate with him.  His words fall on many unbelieving or unknowing ears, but if we approach him privately, and with the right motivation, for more clarity, he will not disappoint us.  We may still have to stretch to understand what he’s saying, but we know that he will not withhold anything we need. 

The disciples were eager to know what Jesus could possibly mean.  Some commentators think they were frivolously pointing out the temple buildings to distract him from his harsh words to the Jews.  But, coming from the disciples’ perspective, I suspect instead that they were simply excited that he was coming against the Jews, since it would bring him closer to establishing his own earthly kingdom at the religious establishment’s expense.  So when he also predicted the destruction of the temple, they were all ears, figuring that it must be soon.  They sure didn’t want to miss that.  Matthew even uses the word “parousia” for Christ’s coming, relating it to a king coming to his subjects in majesty.  This would certainly be the end of the Jewish age as they knew it!  



Matt 24:4-5 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.

Mark 13:5-6 Jesus said to them: "Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and will deceive many.

Luke 21:8 He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow them.

Rev 6:2 I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.



Now Jesus astounds them once more.  They have nothing more to say, since what follows is absolutely incomprehensible to them and does not fit their idea at all of his quickly coming into the kingdom.  Remember, two days ago he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, fulfilling a major prophecy, which related to the conquering Messiah.  Then he tore the established religious leadership structure up one side and down the other. But now he warns them to not pay any attention to false christs claiming to be him.  What?  How could that be possible while Jesus is going to be there for all to see, coming in his glory?  It may have begun to slowly dawn on them that this was not going to play out the way they were thinking, but there is plenty of evidence that they just didn’t get it until much later, as was shown on the road to Emmaus. Luke 24:25-27 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?"  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

This is one of the most controversial topics in prophecy. What exactly is the deception Jesus warns us about? Since Jesus’ death and resurrection, even in the following forty years, there have been many claiming to be the Christ, some deluded by demonic influences, others intending to profit in some way. Some of these have been, and will be, very convincing, to the point that believers could conceivably be deceived. This is hard for us to understand, and we probably would prefer to think that Jesus is addressing unbelievers or nominal Christians. However, Jesus is speaking to his closest disciples, so we should not take the warning lightly. Perhaps the deception is much more subtle than we could imagine, hence Jesus’ stern warning. The key is to watch. We must constantly be on the alert and not let our guard down.  For more on this topic, see the study Avoiding the Great Deception.
The rider on the white horse in Revelation is often associated with antichrist, who is also frequently named as the ultimate deceiver claiming to be God.  



Matt 24:6-8 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.

Mark 13:7-8 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.

Luke 21:9-11 When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away." Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.

Rev 6:4-5 Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword. When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come!" I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand.



There has certainly been no lack of fighting between and within nations, as well as earthquakes, famines, and disease over the centuries since Christ spoke these words. Many analysts claim that the frequency of these events has been increasing, especially in the last century. However, in contrast to the warning about being deceived, Christ is specifically telling us not to be frightened about these terrible events. In fact, we should see them as a harbinger, comparable to a woman experiencing early signs of labor. Rather than be tempted to fear, we need to focus even more closely on what we know about end times, and be prepared for whatever surprises await us.



Matt 24:9 "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.

Mark 13:9 "You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them.

Luke 21:12-13 "But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. This will result in your being witnesses to them.

Rev 6:9-11 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, "How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?" Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.



Mark 13:11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

Luke 21:14-15 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.



Matt 24:10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other,

Mark 13:12 "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death.

Luke 21:16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.



Even if God's people are called on for the ultimate sacrifice, God has a purpose in it and it will be a witness to the world. We should be prepared for this and not be afraid if we are put in very difficult, and even life-threatening, situations. Particularly challenging will be the betrayal of even close friends and family. No matter what happens, however, we must be ready to defend our beliefs, not in our own power, but through the power of the Holy Spirit within. This can only come through making up our mind beforehand not to worry about circumstances but to depend solely on God for direction and ultimate deliverance.

These verses are an example of the danger of preconceived ideas about the timing and sequence of end times events.  If one believes that these applied only to first century Christians, or if one believes that these occur after the rapture, then one might be caught unprepared for such contingencies.



Matt 24:11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.



Again, we are warned about deception from seemingly Godly people who probably appear to have all the answers.



Matt 24:12-13 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.

Mark 13:13 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.

Luke 21:17-19 All men will hate you because of me. But not a hair of your head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life.



The key in these verses is not to look to others, whether they appear to be godly or not, but to stand firm in our devotion to God himself.



Matt 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

Mark 13:10 And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.



 This powerful incentive has inspired many missions groups to evangelize the world’s peoples. It is a good example of the responsibility God’s people have to help hasten the coming of the Lord. 



Matt 24:15-16 "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel-- let the reader understand--then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

Mark 13:14 "When you see 'the abomination that causes desolation' standing where it does not belong-- let the reader understand-- then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

Luke 21:20-21 "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city.

II Th 2:3-4 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God.



Luke 21:22 For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written.



Matt 24:17-18 Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak.

Mark 13:15-16 Let no one on the roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out. Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak.



Matt 24:19-21 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-- and never to be equaled again.

Mark 13:17-19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that this will not take place in winter, because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now-- and never to be equaled again.

Luke 21:23 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people.



Luke 21:24 They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.



The “Holy Place” can be Jerusalem, the temple, and the altar area.  The “abomination that causes desolation” is mentioned in Daniel 9:27 and 11:31.  It is often associated with near fulfillments such as Antiochus Epiphanes’ desecration of the temple in 168 BC and the Romans’ destruction of the temple in the 70 AD.  However, it is also likely that there is a yet future fulfillment with the antichrist as depicted in Revelation 13:1-8.

The key event here is the revealing of the antichrist for who he really is. This signals God's people to leave to avoid the punishment of Jerusalem. This is an example of how knowledge of end times scripture must be complemented by action.  When the Roman siege was lifted briefly, after Jerusalem was surrounded, the Christians, aware of this prophecy, fled and were saved from certain death.

This is also one of the more controversial passages in terms of near/far fulfillment. Many believe that these events were completely fulfilled with the Romans’ destruction of the temple and the dispersion of the Jews. However, we must be open to a potential future fulfillment as well, especially regarding the embodiment of the antichrist. While there have been many foreshadows, there has apparently not been a complete fulfillment of the nature and acts of the ultimate antichrist as depicted in the entire Matthew 24 passage.



Matt 24:22-23 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it.

Mark 13:20-21 If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'Look, there he is!' do not believe it.

II Th 2:1-2 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come.



These verses seem to point to the far end times, demonstrating again the mixture of near and far prophetic perspectives woven throughout this passage.  The “elect” have been taken to be Jews only by some, Christians only by others, and also both Jews and Christians.  The phrase “those days will be shortened” is interpreted by some to support the pre-trib and pre-wrath views, implying that the elect will be spared by being taken away from the devastation.  However, it is also interpreted to support a post-trib view, saying that the elect among the world’s population will be spared along with the others by the shortening of the devastation period.



Matt 24:24-28 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-- if that were possible. See, I have told you ahead of time. "So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.

Mark 13:22-23 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect-- if that were possible. So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.

Luke 17:22-25 Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. Men will tell you, 'There he is!' or 'Here he is!' Do not go running off after them. For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.

Luke 17:37 "Where, Lord?" they asked. He replied, "Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather."

II Th 2:6-12 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.



In the midst of these tribulations, the antichrist and other hirelings will perform miraculous signs of false hope that will tempt many to follow them, but God's people are warned not to give in to such temptations. When Christ comes on the scene, there will be no doubt as to his authenticity and his right to punish evil.  His coming for all to see is a clear indication of a future, ultimate fulfillment.  The picture of the vultures gathering around a carcass is from a Hebrew saying that means “moral decay requires divine judgment” and is confirmed in Ezekiel 39:17-19 and Revelation 19:17-18



Matt 24:29 "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

Mark 13:24-25 "But in those days, following that distress, "'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

Luke 21:25-26 "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.

2 Pet 3:10-14 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.



His coming will be announced by major disruptions in nature as depicted in the sixth seal of Revelation 6:12-14 and Satan being cast out of heaven in Revelation 12.  In the first century, this would have been interpreted as ending the Jewish age (stars) and destruction of the Jewish leadership (sun and moon).



Matt 24:30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.

Mark 13:26 "At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.

Luke 21:27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

Rev 1:7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.



Everyone will see him coming.



Luke 21:28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."



This is the hope that will sustain God's people through the times of tribulation.



Matt 24:31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

Mark 13:27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.

1 Cor 15:51-53 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.

1Thes 4:13-18 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.

Rev 14:14-16 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one "like a son of man" with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested.



The gathering of God's people seems to be tied directly to his visible return. But this passage does not seem to refer to his return to earth to set up his kingdom; rather, the emphasis seems to be on the gathering of the elect—while Christ stays seated on the clouds. Just how and when this will happen is still a mystery. The succeeding verses warn against trying to figure it out too precisely ahead of time.



Matt 24:32-35 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Mark 13:28-31 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Luke 21:29-33 He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. "I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.



Matt 24:36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

Mark 13:32 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.



Christ will come unexpectedly—it is useless to try to figure it out. We need to be familiar with the signs, though, so we are not discouraged by tribulations and are not deceived by the antichrist.



Matt 24:37-42 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

Luke 17:26-37 "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. "It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. "It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. Remember Lot's wife! Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left." "Where, Lord?" they asked. He replied, "Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather."



The lesson of Noah and Lot is that we should not get caught up in the cares of the world. Is this saying we could "miss the rapture" if we are not ready? There have been many interpretations of these verses, but it is clear that, like Noah, we must diligently prepare long before the crisis comes suddenly on us.  Noah took 120 years to prepare, but he only had seven days’ warning at the end.  If he had not been diligent in preparation, in spite of the naysayers, he would have been swept away with the others.

Lot was also warned at the last hour, but because of his lack of diligence in preparation, he had to leave everything behind.  It’s better to prepare way ahead than depend on your relationship with God to pull you out at the end.  You may escape, but there could be much loss as well.

Note the women at the mill, men in the field, and people in bed – all times of the night a day, indicating a simultaneous, world-wide event.

What is taken away and what is left?  “Taken” is normally used to show favor on the one taken, and thus some say it represents the rapture.  It means to receive and join together, as in John 14:3 where Jesus is coming back to take us with him to our mansions he has prepared.  But the word is also used to describe Jesus’ arrest, and some say it represents those taken for destruction, as the wicked who were swept away in the flood.  “Left” means to go free, to let survive, to let escape, which would support the interpretation of “taken” as being destroyed.



Matt 24:43-51 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,' and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mark 13:33-37 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. "Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back-- whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: 'Watch!'"

Luke 21:34-36 "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man."

Luke 12:39-46 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him." Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?" The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, 'My master is taking a long time in coming,' and he then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.



Like the steward, God is encouraging us to be responsible to do the tasks he has given us before his coming.

Who is the thief?  Some have a hard time relating this to Jesus.  But could it be Christ coming into the house of Satan to steal his Bride from the end times deceiver?

Also, note that Christ commands us to “be ready,” not “get ready.”  We should be doing the work that he’s assigned us to do, like Noah, but our primary goal is to be the Bride, and let Christ do the rest.  If we get distracted with the cares and temptations of this life, we are all too susceptible to abusing even our fellow servants.  God forbid.




Conclusion 

The many New Testament authors paint a consistent picture of God's grace in warning his people to prepare that they might not be caught off guard and that they might escape the wrath poured out on unbelievers. It is a mystery, but there appears to be a very important reason for this preparation, as if those who do not take it seriously will be distracted and then surprised when the final moment comes. This moment can come for any of us at any time. Will we be prepared to hear "Well done, faithful servant"?





Major Old Testament References to End Times



Introduction 

In this chapter we survey the major Old Testament end times prophecies in Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah. The purpose is to understand the events that will happen, but also to apply the principles of prophecy while avoiding the pitfalls. Here are the sections of this study:

· Isaiah 
· Ezekiel 
· Daniel 
· Daniel 7 - Four Beasts

· Daniel 8 - Ram and He-Goat

· Daniel 9 - Seventy Weeks

· Daniel 11 - Kings of the North and South

· Daniel 12 - The Great Tribulation

· Zechariah 


Personal Remarks

I love the Old Testament.  I’ve read it through over a dozen times.  My end times ministry began with classes in Daniel.  I firmly believe that we have to absorb the entire word of God to understand end times prophecy in a balanced and authentic way.  Indeed, the New Testament prophecies assume that the reader is well-versed in the Old Testament prophecies.  It is only by studying the former that we can hope to appreciate the latter.


Isaiah 

Isaiah's ministry occurred between 740 and 680 BC, and his prophecies spanned the fall of Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel, to the invasion of Judah, the southern kingdom. His writings came at a time in Jewish history, much like today in America, when prosperity had produced self-confidence. In the spirit, Isaiah saw through the people's facade into their deeper sins. He saw the iniquities that were abounding in the personal lives of those who were going after false gods. He saw the poor being oppressed by the wealthy. He saw ungodly alliances made with foreign nations. And above all he denounced hypocrisy in the religious leaders, who followed the outward observances of God's law but had no inward desire to serve the people. Isaiah took in the entire spectrum of society. He denounced sin wherever he found it, whether in the common people or in the rulers. He also saw the consequences of sin--the overthrow of Israel and Judah by Assyria and Babylon. 

In chapter 2 Isaiah paints a conceptual picture of end times. In verses 1-5 he describes the nations at peace as they desire to learn the Lord's ways, walk in his paths, and are subject to his judgment in everyday life. In the remainder of the chapter, however, God first requires that man be humbled and that his idols be completely abolished. Man will be brought so low that he will hide in caves out of fear as the Lord shakes the earth. This applies to the Christian today in a very real way. The Christian's ultimate goal of living in peace will only come as we humble ourselves before the Lord and not judge others, but allow God instead to take care of judgment. Then he can work in others and in us to bring all to the mountain of the Lord to live in the peace we so earnestly desire. 

Chapter 11 repeats the theme of the righteous judgment of God resulting in peace and rest for all, even the animals. Here also is the clear reference in verse 11 to Israel being re-gathered a second time--after the first time, which was the return of the Babylonian exiles. After this re-gathering in end times, a united Israel completely dominates the middle-east area, taking land to the west and east and making a way for the Syrian Jews to return. 

Over the centuries many middle-eastern Jews migrated to Europe, America, Russia and other countries to escape the persecution of Islam. Beginning in this century, however, dispersed Jews from all over the world have flocked to Israel. Since Israel became a nation in 1948, it has won wars with Arab nations in 1948, 1956, 1967, 1973, and 1982. All of these conflicts have enlarged Israel's territory at the expense of her neighbors and have been accompanied by significant immigration, especially from Russia. 

In chapters 13 & 14 Isaiah prophesies against Babylon and recounts its utter destruction. This passage assumes increased importance in light of the references in Revelation 18 to the end times destruction of Babylon. There are a variety of views as to whether this is the destruction of the literal Babylon, which would imply that Babylon would have to be rebuilt in end times. 

Some authors (e.g., Boyd, 1950) use verses from this portion of Isaiah to show that Babylon will literally be rebuilt. Chapter 13, verse 6, some say, puts the time of Babylon's destruction in the Day of the Lord, which is at the second coming of the Lord. This means, they reason, that it would have to be rebuilt in order to be destroyed again. Verse 10 describes signs in the heavens that did not occur at its destruction, but are more likely to be associated with end times as described in Matthew 24:29. Verse 19 indicates that Babylon will be destroyed as Sodom and Gomorra. Since it has never been destroyed in this manner, this would also seem to indicate a second destruction. Verse 20 states that Babylon will never again be inhabited, but the site currently has a village of 7,000 people called Hillah. Finally, 14:1-3 describes the ensuing rest for Israel, which has not occurred, again, indicating a future fulfillment for these scriptures. This view also cites a number of verses in Revelation 18 that indicate that the Babylon in end times is a literal city. 

On the other side of this issue, the Scofield Reference Bible takes the position that there was a literal near fulfillment of this passage, but that there is also a far view, which is figurative. This interpretation says that there will be a political Babylon, which is the empire of Antichrist, and there will be an ecclesiastical Babylon, which is apostate Christendom. This view also cites 13:19-22 as evidence that Babylon will not be rebuilt in a literal sense. 

There is even a third view. In Kirban's Prophecy New Testament (1973), the notes for Revelation 18:17,19 state that Babylon is a city, but it could be Rome, New York, etc. Old Babylon is not as likely a candidate because it is not near the coast. However, he does not rule out this as a remote possibility. 

These various interpretations make a good illustration of the dangers in taking interpretation of prophecy too seriously. God's Word is infinitely rich, and one must never discount even the remote possibility that God may choose to fulfill the prophet's words in an totally unexpected way. The three interpretations given above also illustrate the potential danger of an inflexible interpretation. In particular, the first interpretation puts God in a box. It demands that Babylon be rebuilt on its historical site. While this interpretation appears to be the most literal one and can be supported very well, it also is the most restrictive, because it requires a precondition before certain events can take place, namely, that a major new city be rebuilt. In 1950, with a lot of new activity in the Middle East, this may have seemed to be a likely event, and we would expect a literal interpretation to be in vogue. During the 1960's and 70's, until the ascendance of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, it seemed less likely, and interpretations became less literal. Then it was publicized during Desert Storm in 1991 that Hussein was making plans not only to rebuild the site of Babylon, but to restore the glory of Nebuchadnezzar's buildings in an attempt to prove the superiority of the Arab people, and himself as perhaps a reincarnation of the spirit of past Babylonian kings. This flip-flop in approaching prophetic interpretation based on current circumstances can lead to deception and disappointment. The lesson is to be aware of the various interpretations but be ready to be amazed at God's infinite creativity in fulfilling his word. 

Another important prophetic passage is found in Chapter 19. It deals with Egypt in end times, as evidenced by five paragraphs that begin with "In that day..." Leading up to this time, verse 2 states there will be civil war within Egypt. The country will then come into a very troublesome time so that "there is nothing Egypt can do..." (verse 15). Verses 16 and 17 indicate that Judah is the divine instrument of judgment on Egypt. Verse 18 begins a dramatic turnaround in Egypt's attitude toward Israel, to the point that several cities will speak Hebrew and swear allegiance to the Lord. Verses 19-22 indicate that the fear of God will spread to Egypt. The supernatural turnaround is completed when a highway is built to connect Egypt with Syria (verse 23), which would undoubtedly go through Israel. At this point Israel, Egypt and Syria become allies, worshipping together, a witness and blessing to the world (verses 24-25). 

This chapter is a clear statement that in end times Israel will defeat Egypt, and through intense oppression, Egypt and Syria will turn to the Lord and will actually become allies with Israel. There is a lot in common between the Jews and the Moslems. They share a common racial, geographic, and religious heritage. Just as the charismatic Catholics and Protestants found common ground in the charismatic renewal, so Israel and certain Moslem countries will come together quickly as they all recognize their dependency on the one Lord God of Israel. 

Although Egypt has had periods of instability in the past few decades and has made overtures to Syria, nothing like the extreme conditions pictured in these passages have taken place recently. Therefore, we would expect the situation to become much more desperate in Egypt as end times grow nearer. Also, it is not clear in these passages when the other end times events take place. It may be that the period of peace between Egypt, Syria, and Israel is only reached after the battle of Armageddon, as a part of the millennium of Christ's reign. Christ does not seem to figure explicitly in these passages, however, so it is possible that the peaceable relations among these traditional enemies would precede the period of great tribulation. This would explain the warning in I Thessalonians 5:3 that the day of the Lord will come when they say peace and safety. 

Chapters 24-27 are known as the "Little Apocalypse." Chapter 24 depicts God's wrath on the earth because the people (verse 5) disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes, and broke the everlasting covenant. Chapter 25 verse 7 may in part refer to God destroying the deception of antichrist that has covered all nations. Verse 9 then speaks of God's salvation after his people have waited on him. Chapters 25 and 26 could be a song of praise from the remnant of God's people after the tribulation. Verses 8-10 of chapter 26 confirm the difficult lesson that God's judgment teaches righteousness. Verses 3, 4 and 12 verify that God gives peace and strength to those who trust in him. Verse 20 shows that God's people are sheltered from his indignation and wrath. 

Chapter 27, verse 1 refers to the leviathan, who may be compared to the dragon of Revelation 20:2. Verse 6 says that the Jews will bear spiritual fruit. Verse 13 identifies that great trumpet that will signal the return of the outcasts to Jerusalem. 

In summary, Isaiah's "Little Apocalypse" gives the same message as the New Testament scriptures on end times. Namely, that God is going to judge sin throughout the earth with physical wrath. But those who trust in God will have peace and strength. 

Throughout these chapters, Isaiah refers to those who will be punished with terms such as exalted ones, terrible ones, and aliens. He also speaks of removing the covering cast over all people, the veil that is spread over all nations, and the rebuke of his people. This terminology refers to the demonic realm and shows that the real enemy is Satan and his devils and that God's wrath and judgment are directed at them even more than those humans who have rejected God. It is no wonder then, that Satan is determined to confuse the church about end times issues. He will do everything he can to lead us astray and to dilute our efforts to bring back the King. 

In the last few chapters of Isaiah, the Holy Spirit portrays Israel in end times and beyond. In chapter 61 verse 2b, we see the dual character of this eventful period. The Lord's second coming is both for "the day of vengeance of our God" and "to comfort all who mourn." Chapter 63 verses 1-6 further develop the theme of God's wrath during the tribulation, and then for the next several chapters the Holy Spirit alternates between God's protection and his judgment. 

Finally, in 65:17 we see a divine intervention that brings about a new order--new heavens and a new earth. The next few verses describe the glorious activities in those days. Is this the millennium? Many have interpreted it so. But these verses seem to parallel Revelation 21:1, which is apparently after the millennium. Again, we see that there are different valid interpretations. We also see another example of a dramatic change in time frame and perspective from one verse to the next. This again illustrates the great flexibility one must have in trying to comprehend the depths of God's Word. 



Ezekiel 

Much of Israel's background, trials and blessings, both past and future, are summarized in the book of Ezekiel. Ezekiel, whose name means "God strengthens," was a tower of strength in the midst of a defeated people. His ministry, from 593 to 571 BC, covered the early years of Judah's exile to Babylon. Ezekiel was taken there in 597 BC when Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem. Jeremiah stayed in Jerusalem while Daniel had been deported a few years earlier. 

The first 24 chapters deal with the fate of Judah--her judgment and desolation at the hands of her enemies. Chapters 25-32 deal with the judgment and desolation of Judah's foes at the hand of God. The final chapters deal with the future restoration of Judah and Israel. In general, Ezekiel focuses on what was going to happen to Israel and the surrounding nations. His theme is that Israel will experience much tribulation as a result of violating the Mosaic law. However, God will preserve a believing remnant who in the end times will finally look to Messiah and worship him. 

In chapters 34, 36 and 37 Ezekiel depicts Israel restored. They were scattered because they defiled God's name as well as the land he had given them. However, they will be re-gathered as a united nation. 36:24 indicates that this is not just referring to the return from Babylon, but a later gathering from many countries. This took place in the 20th century. God's purpose in restoring the Jews is to sanctify his name. It is not for Israel's sake that he is saving them, but for his name's sake. God will cleanse the Jews, giving them a new heart (36:26). The gathering will result in peace, safety and fruitfulness with "David" as the shepherd, king, and prince. The Jews will obey the ordinances and statutes, and the surrounding nations, seeing Israel sanctified, will know the Lord is God. 

This portion of Ezekiel is prophetic in both a near and far sense. In the near term, the Jews did return to Israel and did enjoy a certain degree of peace and fruitfulness as a result of turning back to God. However, there is an ultimate fulfillment when they will experience the full measure of blessing God has ordained for them. At the time the prophecies were given, then, they could be seen as an encouragement to the Jews to be patient, for God would be faithful to deliver them from their trials and bring judgment on their enemies. However, the prospect of a corresponding far fulfillment was a warning that if the lessons were not learned in this generation, there would be even more harsh penalties in the future. Of course, God will then provide an even greater restoration, and will ultimately restore Israel to everlasting peace. Certainly the cycle has continued, as the Jews have been conquered by one power after another, and even in modern times were almost completely annihilated. The end is nearing, however, for they have indeed been gathered in a second time and are once again surrounded by enemies who are sworn to their destruction. God will surely intervene as he has prophesied through Ezekiel. 

Chapters 38 and 39, which describe one of the great end times battles, are probably the most dramatic Old Testament scriptures relating to this period. Let's look briefly at the text and then compare various interpretations. 38:1-6 identifies the nations of Gog (Russia), Persia, Ethiopia, Libya, Gomer (eastern Europe) and Togarmah (southern Russia -- Cossacks) as those that will invade Israel. 38:10-14 indicates that their motive is to take spoil during a time of peace, when Israel least expects it. Verse 15 says that this will involve a great army with cavalry from the north. Verses 19-20 say that there will be a great shaking in Israel so that even mountains are thrown down. Verse 21 declares that the enemy will fight among themselves and verse 22 says that pestilence, rain, hailstones, fire, and brimstone fall on them. Finally, the Jews accept Jesus as Messiah, at least in part. 

Picking up with chapter 39, verses 2-5 show that Gog turns back, with only one-sixth of the army left. These then fall on mountains and in open fields and are devoured by birds. Verse 6 indicates fire falling on the land of Gog and the coastlands of other countries. Verses 7-8 declare that God's name is then vindicated. In verses 9-10 the people of Israel burn the weapons for 7 years and in 11-16 also bury the dead for seven months. Verses 17-20 show the birds and animals eating the dead, similar to the passage in Revelation 19:17-21. Finally, verses 22-29 show God's restoration of Israel and vindication of his name. 

As with most important prophetic passages, there are many interpretations of Ezekiel 38 and 39. Doug Clark in 1982, representing a fairly common view, said that the passage is being fulfilled with the Russian expansion into eastern Europe and the middle-east. America is the young lion of Tarshish, who questions Russia's advance on Israel. The Russians want a warm water port and Arabian oil, so the Arabs (Syria and Turkey, but not Egypt) promise them oil in return for help in defeating Israel. The great war, according to Mr. Clark, probably will occur before the mid-point of the tribulation, provoking the antichrist into making a covenant with Israel. After Israel's victory, the temple will be built and antichrist will help Israel recover under the terms of the seven-year covenant. However, after only 3-1/2 years, antichrist marches on Jerusalem and controls the world through oil. The oriental communists rebel and invade Israel with 200,000,000 troops. Both are defeated by Christ at the second coming. 

Hal Lindsey has a much different interpretation. He says that the antichrist is a Roman prince and that the false prophet is a Jew. The antichrist makes a mutual protection treaty with Israel, who then re-institutes the sacrificial system. Egypt, head of the Arab-African confederacy, invades Israel. Russia invades the middle-east, motivated by their material wealth and double-crosses the Arab-African confederacy. Russia, fearing attack from the orient and antichrist (coming from western Europe), returns to establish headquarters in Jerusalem and is miraculously defeated, causing many Jews to turn to God. Antichrist and oriental forces fight for world control in the valley of Megiddo, when Christ returns and destroys both. 

John Hall sees it differently as well. He believes antichrist is a Syrian Jew who makes an alliance with Israel at the beginning of the tribulation. He then conquers Palestine and rules there the last 3-1/2 years of the tribulation. He conquers the north (Russia) and east (Asia) and becomes the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. He finally leads all conquered armies to Armageddon to rob and plunder Jerusalem to prevent Christ from setting up his kingdom, but is defeated. 

Other authors place Ezekiel 38-39 before, in the middle, and at the end of the tribulation. Still others place it after the tribulation but before the millennium, while some consider it to be the final battle at the end of the millennium in Revelation 20:7-9. One author favors a near-far interpretation using the post-tribulation/pre-millennium for the near fulfillment and the post-millennium for the far fulfillment. 

There are valid justifications for all of these interpretations. So what are we to believe? Is there a single accurate interpretation? Does it matter? The real lesson here is that we should not get hung up on timing. Remember that prophecy is primarily confirmational rather than directional. It is helpful to be aware of possible scenarios, but we must not become inflexible to the point that we shut out God's creative alternatives. If we do, we become susceptible to the enemy's deception and may react improperly to events and lead others astray. 

For example, one key point that differs among interpretations is whether the Russian invasion is before or after antichrist's covenant with the Jews. Suppose one holds that the Russian invasion precedes antichrist's covenant. Then, one would not be looking for such a covenant until after the Russian invasion. Since a massive invasion is a much better defined action than a covenant, which could take many forms, a person holding to this view could miss the antichrist's covenant with the Jews. This would potentially result in misidentification of the antichrist, which could then lead, more seriously, to missing the mark of the beast, about which scripture explicitly warns. 

The better position is to be aware of these key prophetic passages and be ready to apply them with an open mind as circumstances unfold. It doesn't hurt to think about potential scenarios to stretch one's imagination, but we must resist the temptation to fix the timing or even the sequence of events unless the text is clear and is supported adequately by other scriptures. 

One of the more puzzling prophetic passages is Ezekiel 40-48, which describes what is apparently a millennial temple, a new sacrificial system, and tribal land division. All of these are very difficult to imagine today, for several reasons. Nevertheless, a large portion of scripture is dedicated to the detailed description of these items and is corroborated by other scripture. 

Chapters 40-42 describe a temple that is necessary to provide a dwelling place for the return of the glory of God. Its location, although not explicitly stated, is almost certainly Mt. Zion. The detailed measurements and description includes an outer court, an inner court, the temple itself, and an altar of sacrifice. The details given show that it is meant to be built. The temple complex is 875 feet square, while the entire area is bounded by a wall one mile square. 

43:1-9 describes the return of the glory of the Lord, while the next verse describes very frankly the purpose of the house--that Israel might be ashamed of their iniquities. The next several chapters supply detailed regulations for the temple, including duties of the priests, animal sacrifices, and feasts. 47:1-12 describes the river for healing, similar to the one in Zechariah 14:8-9 and Revelation 22:1-2. Finally, the remainder of the book is devoted to the division of land among the tribes of Israel. 

So what are we to make of this temple, and especially the animal sacrifices? Should we really expect this in end times? Didn't Christ's death and resurrection make such practices unnecessary? Is Ezekiel off on a tangent here? Since these practices are also mentioned in Isaiah (56:5-7; 60:7, 13; 66:20-23), Jeremiah (33:17-18) and Zechariah (14:16-21), we must take them seriously and attempt to learn what the Holy Spirit is saying. 

First, we know from Hebrews 10:3-4 that Old Testament sacrifices never provided eternal salvation, although they did provide forgiveness of specific sin. An individual in Old Testament times was saved by faith in the finished work of Messiah as portrayed by sacrifices and feasts, just as one is saved today by faith in the finished work of Christ fulfilled on the cross. The sacrificial system pictorialized for the Jew what Messiah would accomplish on man's behalf. 

Therefore, we can say that if this describes a millennial sacrificial system, then it is commemorative in the same manner as the Lord's Supper, as mentioned in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. Note that Ezekiel does not mention the Ark of the Covenant, the feast of Pentecost, the Day of Atonement, the lamb in the Passover, the high priest, etc. The emphasis instead is on the altar of sacrifice. The other items and rituals may be present, but this emphasized the need for Israel to be reminded of their past iniquities and their daily need for cleansing. With their Messiah ruling and reigning on earth, it would be a gentle embarrassment (to their shame, Ezekiel 43:10) and a reminder of their stubbornness and rebellion. (Alexander, Ezekiel) 

In summary, then, the reason for God's glory lifting from Israel was their failure to follow the spirit, much less the letter, of the law. When his glory returns, Israel may very well worship Yahweh correctly in a commemorative way with elements similar to, but distinct from, the Mosaic system. What does all this mean to Christians today? Simply that if God is possibly planning to re-institute animal sacrifice as a reminder to Israel during the millennium, how much more important is it today for Christians to constantly be reminded of the efficacy of the shed blood of Christ. 



Daniel 

Daniel, whose name means "God is judge," ministered between 605 BC and 535 BC, from the time the Jews were deported to Babylon until Zerubbabel returned to Jerusalem to begin building the temple. The first half of the book is historical and contains things that happened to Daniel. The second half is prophetic and contains Daniel's visions of future events. The overall purpose of the book is to demonstrate that God controls history and will bring it to his appointed goal. The only hope for a degenerating civilization is Christ's return. 

Daniel - Chapter 7 

Chapter seven, which is the first of the prophetic sections, was written when Daniel was about 72 years old. Babylonia had several ineffective kings over a short period of time so that the Jews were concerned about their future. In verse 2, the four winds represent various forces which play upon the sea. The sea, or waters, represents the peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues (see Revelation 7:1; 17:15). 

Verses 3-7 describe the four beasts that rose from the sea. The first, like a lion with eagle's wings, stood up on its feet and had the heart of a man. The lion is the king of beasts as the eagle is king of birds. An often-mentioned historical fulfillment of this image is Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, conqueror, and city builder. In chapter 4 he literally became like a beast, but later regained his sanity (heart of a man), humbled himself, and turned to God. 

The second beast is a bear, raised on one side with three ribs in his mouth, and was to devour much flesh. A bear is large, heavy, and ponderous. It has powerful claws, eats a wide variety of food, has thick skin, is very crafty and very territorial. The common historical analogy here is Medo-Persia, of which the Persian "side" was stronger. This kingdom conquered three major countries (Lydia, Babylonia and Egypt) using very large armies. 

The third beast is a leopard, with four heads and wings, and having great authority to rule. The leopard is swift and fierce. It has a lust for meat, is a loner and extremely crafty. Historically, this is considered to be Alexander the Great of Greece. He used small, quick armies and had a lust for victory. His four generals took over after his premature death and divided up the kingdom into regions to the north, south, east and west. These kings of the north and south are referred to in chapter 11. 

The fourth beast has large iron teeth, bronze nails, ten horns, and was very powerful and terrifying. It is not likened to any particular animal, but if it is the same as in Revelation 13:2, it had the body of a leopard, the feet of a bear and a mouth like a lion. In other words, it is a combination of the most powerful parts of the preceding animals. It had fear-inspiring strength, devoured and broke everything into pieces, and then stamped the residue. This is normally taken to be the old Roman kingdom. Rome was not satisfied with a loose federation of occupied territories, but consolidated and organized them for lasting control. 

Next, Daniel's vision focuses on the ten horns. A horn, which only beasts have, is for defense and attack, and represents power, strength and pride. Man is not to lift up his own horn (Psalm 75:4-10), but allow it to be exalted in the Lord (1 Samuel 2:1). Only when the horn is emptied and turned upside down can it be filled with the oil used to anoint kings and to cleanse and heal. 

One horn in verse 8 started small, but became the most imposing. It was among the others, but not one of the ten. Three of the ten horns were uprooted gradually before this horn. It represents a human of remarkable ability, with great insight, supernatural wisdom and charisma. It is equivalent to the antichrist. Its downfall is that in its pride it speaks boastfully. For this, verses 9-14 describe its judgment. It is destroyed along with the fourth beast, while the other beasts linger on, although without any power. This event is also described in Matthew 25:31,32,41,46 and Revelation 19:19,20 and 20:4. Verse 13 contains the only reference in the Old Testament to "the son of man," which is the way Christ often referred to himself. This terminology is meant to contrast with the beastly nature of the antichrist. 

The remainder of the chapter deals with the overall interpretation of the vision. Verse 17 reveals that the four beasts are four great kingdoms that will arise from the earth. At the time that Daniel had this vision, the great king Nebuchadnezzar had been dead a number of years, and the Babylonian era was coming to a close. Yet, the verse says that the four kingdoms will rise from the earth, indicating that the vision may not refer to the common historical interpretation mentioned above, but rather may refer to an end times fulfillment for all four beasts. This interpretation is also strengthened by verse 12, which indicates that the four beasts all exist at one time and, in fact, the first three actually outlast the fourth. 

Are there indications that these beasts represent certain countries today, if we are truly in end times? Some have equated the first beast with the United States, since the eagle is America's symbol and the lion represents England, from which America was largely populated. The second beast is often associated with Russia, again because of the characteristics and obvious symbolism of the bear. The leopard is a little more difficult. Although the leopard is found over a large part of Africa and Asia, it is not associated with a particular country. One probably thinks of jungle tribes, however, who prized the leopard's skin for ceremonial dress. Between the classical association of these animals with the Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman empires and a more contemporary interpretation, there is plenty of room to see a variety of nations playing key roles in end times events. The characteristics of these beasts are undoubtedly clues to the nations that are represented. 

Verse 21 adds a new piece of information, that the imposing horn makes war against the saints and defeats them temporarily, until God's judgment is pronounced. Verses 23-25 also add the information that the ten kings will come from the fourth beast's kingdom, and that another king, different from the ten, subdues three kings, leaving seven. The new king then becomes the eighth king. This parallels and helps explain Revelation 17:7-13. This eighth king not only oppresses the saints, but he also tries to change the set times and laws and has authority over the saints for three and one-half years. The set times and laws could be anything from simple changes in laws affecting religious observances to major changes that would attempt to void God's natural laws. An example of the latter occurred during the French revolution when the authorities tried to establish a ten-day week. 

If "the saints" refers to the Christian church, then the church, or at least some portion of it, should expect to suffer persecution from the antichrist. If this term refers to the Jews, then they should likewise expect a period of defeat prior to supernatural deliverance. 

Finally, in verses 26-27, the last king is destroyed at Christ's coming and the millennial reign is begun. As a result of the vision, with all of the imagery and interpretation swirling in Daniel's mind, he became pale, but held on to the revelation and did not in any way downplay it. How much more reason do we have today, as the signs of the times draw closer to these prophetic signals, to keep these matters in our heart and think on them seriously. We are living in a time when these dark mysteries will be revealed to those that need to know them and are sensitive to God's timing and prompting. As Anna and Simeon prepared through meditation on the Word, fasting, and prayer, so we must make ourselves willing and ready vessels to receive the glorious revelations that God wants to give us to prepare us for end times events. We indeed need to keep these things in our hearts and think on them seriously. 

Daniel - Chapter 8 

Chapter 8 reverts back to the Hebrew language, whereas chapters 2 through 7 were written in the everyday commercial language of Aramaic or Chaldee. Although Belshazzar was the last of the Babylonian kings, Daniel's vision takes place in Shushan, which was a capital of Babylon's enemy, Persia. This change in language and location prophetically anticipates the fall of Babylon and the transition to Persian rule, during which time the Jews returned to Jerusalem and re-instituted temple worship. 

Verses 3-4 begin the description of the vision of the ram and he-goat. The ram had two horns, which, as we learn later represent the dual Medo-Persian kingdom. As one horn became longer at a later time, so Media was initially the stronger country, but then Persia, under Cyrus, eventually became dominant. Its empire extended to the west (Babylonia, Syria and Asia Minor), north (Armenia), and south (Egypt and Ethiopia). 

In verses 5-8 the he-goat is introduced as an adversary to the ram. A he-goat, although smaller, has greater strength and agility compared to a ram. The he-goat represents the kingdom of Greece, as we later learn, which is west of Persia. The notable horn was to be Alexander the Great, the first king of Greece. His conquest was accomplished very quickly, taking only 12 years. He defeated much larger Persian armies because of his brilliant strategies. He died suddenly, however, at age 32, at the peak of his achievements, and his four generals ("four prominent horns") succeeded him, each taking a section of the empire ("toward the four winds"). 

Verses 9-12 then describe a "little horn" that appears to be the same as the little horn of chapter 7. This may have been historically fulfilled by Antiochus Epiphanes (171-164 BC), who devastated the Jews and desecrated the temple. 

The 2,300 evenings and mornings in verses 13-14 have been interpreted many ways. Lindsay equates this time period to 1,150 full days, which was the length of the Maccabean tribulation under Antiochus (168-165 BC), and which ended with the cleansing of the temple. Larkin relates it to a total of 2,300 days, 1,260 of which represent 3-1/2 years of the Great Tribulation, leaving 1,040 days for the construction of Ezekiel's temple. Wood says this is the 2,300 days of the Maccabean tribulation which lasted from 171 to 165 BC. Miller, White and the Seventh Day Adventists took this time period to be 2,300 years and calculated as a result that Christ's second coming would be in 1844. 

Verses 15-19 introduce Gabriel, who is to interpret the vision. Gabriel also announced the births of John and Jesus, so it is appropriate that he reveal a major event of the end times. Note that Daniel was trying to understand the vision, but Gabriel emphasized that the meaning applied to a distant time in the future. No amount of entreaty on Daniel's part would have yielded any more understanding, because God will fully answer only when the time is right. 

The interpretation, which we have already alluded to, is contained in verses 20-25. The ram was actually the battle emblem for Persia, as was the goat for Macedonia (Greece). The little horn could be partially fulfilled by Antiochus, as described in 1 Maccabees, but undoubtedly has its ultimate fulfillment in the antichrist of end times. 

Verses 26-27 describe Gabriel's instructions to Daniel and Daniel's reaction. Daniel was to seal up the vision for a time in the future. He was simply a vessel to record God's prophetic word for a future purpose that he would not understand. Yet, Daniel was greatly affected by the vision and thought about it, although it was beyond understanding. We must likewise think about these things, especially as the time draws nearer. The difference is that, when the time comes, we will begin to have understanding

Daniel - Chapter 9 

The events described in this chapter take place in 538 BC, 68 years after Daniel had been carried to Babylon, in the same year that Daniel was put in the lion's den (chapter 6). Seventy years of captivity had been foretold by Jeremiah 29:4-10. Cyrus (as Darius is also called) had just taken Babylon as prophesied in Isaiah 44:28. Perhaps Daniel, who had been kindly treated by Darius, was prompted by the change in rulers to search the scriptures to see what might be happening. 

When he discovered that the time was approaching for the desolation of Jerusalem to end, he sought God to determine what should be done. Verses 3-19 show that he recognized the source of the Jews' troubles and realized that their sin must be dealt with before the prophetic promises could be fulfilled. In response to Daniel's ultimate repentance and humility, God answers him, not merely with direction for the next few years, but with prophetic direction for Israel's ultimate history. This remarkable prophecy first declares Israel's release from the captivity of sin through Christ's first advent, and then their release from earthly oppression through Christ's second advent. 

Beginning in verse 24, Gabriel reveals that there will be seventy "sevens" decreed for the Jews and the city of Jerusalem. The term "sevens" is used in Genesis 29:27-28 to mean seven years. There are three undesirable matters to be removed (transgression, sin and wickedness) and three positive things to be done (bring in everlasting righteousness, seal up vision and prophecy, and anoint the most holy). There are many interpretations of what these signify. For example, some believe that "anointing the most holy" refers to restoring the temple. 

Verse 25 refers to a time interval between the command to rebuild Jerusalem and the coming of the Anointed One. This time period is broken into two parts, one of seven sevens, or forty-nine years, and another of sixty-two sevens, or 434 years. There are many interpretations of these beginning and ending points. Beginning points include (1) Cyrus' decree to return to rebuild the temple in 538/37 BC, (2) Ezra's return in 458 BC to continue the temple rebuilding, and (3) Nehemiah's return in 445 BC when the city itself was rebuilt. The ending points have been taken to be Jesus' baptism, triumphal entry, and crucifixion. Some use a 360-day "prophetic" year rather than a calendar year. 

Many authors have been able to use various combinations of these interpretations to show the accurate prediction of Christ's first coming. Most have pointed out that in Old Testament prophecy, the timing for Israel is precise and therefore may provide some clues about the timing of end times events. For example, by picking the right starting point, these time periods in years exactly match the time from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC to the restoration of Jerusalem and the end of OT prophecy 49 years later (7x7). This was followed in 434 years (62x7) by Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem and then the crucifixion a few days later. At this point the prophetic clock stops as the Jews reject the Christ. Then in the end times, a final seven years will be counted for Israel, starting when Antichrist makes a covenant with Israel, and lasting for seven years until the end of the great tribulation, when Israel finally recognizes the Messiah as he returns. This seven-year period is corroborated by many other passages, both in the Old and New Testaments. 

Many authors claim that the Old Testament only refers to Israel and that the gap between the 62 weeks and final 7 weeks in Daniel is an indeterminate period of time related to the church age. It is indeterminate because Israel is not in the picture, but has been rebellious and again driven out of the holy land. 

However, in the book Armageddon, Grant Jeffrey uses several prophetic scriptures to explain the gap left by Daniel. Ezekiel 4:4-6 refers to 390 + 40 years of punishment, from which we can subtract 70 years for the subsequent Babylonian captivity, leaving 360 years of captivity to be served. However, Israel did not fully repent, even after the Babylonian captivity, so we multiply their punishment by seven for un-repentance according to Leviticus 26:18, which gives 2,520 years of 360 days. This is the exact time between end of Babylonian captivity and May 14, 1948, when Israel became a nation! 

Thus we see that the nation of Israel is central to the occurrence and timing of prophetic events. 

As an example of how prophetic passages can be interpreted in widely different ways, let's look at an unconventional interpretation of the division of the 69 sevens into two periods of 49 years and 434 years. Let's hypothesize that the 434 years applies to Christ's first coming and the 49 years to his second coming. Could this be legitimate? 

By taking the latest starting time (445 BC) we can compute the end point of the 434 years approximately as Christ's birth (5 BC), give or take a few years. Verse 26 says that the Anointed one will be cut off after this point in time, not necessarily at this point in time. The period of 49 years could then refer to a second time when the command to rebuild Jerusalem goes forth, leading to Christ's second coming and just prior to the seventieth week. In recent history, Jerusalem was resettled by the Jews beginning in 1967, and rebuilding began at that time. Could the prophetic clock have started ticking again in 1967? Only the Father knows, but this illustrates that there are many creative ways that the prophetic scripture can be interpreted, and that it is very dangerous to settle on one interpretation to the exclusion of others that might prove in time to be more appropriate. One must then be flexible and willing to change interpretations as what once seemed to be obvious does not come to pass. 

This admittedly flexible interpretation hinges on the portion of verse 26 which says that after sixty-two weeks, the Anointed One will be cut off. This could be narrowly interpreted as meaning that Christ's death occurs at the end of the sixty-two weeks. However, the scripture says that he is cut off "after" sixty-two weeks, which could mean any number of years after the sixty-two weeks (or sevens) has elapsed. This latter approach allows the sixty-two weeks to apply to the first advent. This is a good example of how a very small point of language can have a major effect on one's interpretation of prophecy. 

The remainder of verse 26 indicates that Christ will die with nothing, i.e., without friends or honor. Then "the people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary." This certainly happened in 70 AD when four Roman legions sacked Jerusalem and tore down the temple. The "ruler that shall come" is almost certainly the antichrist, and this verse seems to tie him to the Romans. Since Rome had a very wide influence throughout history, this is not very restrictive and does not, practically speaking, identify the nationality of the Antichrist. For example, Christ's geographic origin was predicted in scripture variously as Egypt, Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Galilee. Each of these had a specific fulfillment, but was only recognized long after Christ's death. 

Verse 27 indicates that the antichrist makes a firm covenant for one week, i.e., seven years. At the halfway point, "he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him." This confirms many other scriptures that indicate a seven-year period with a key event in the middle that leads to the ultimate destruction of antichrist. The seven-year period is popularly known as "the tribulation," although it is not referred to as such in Daniel. More likely, the last three and one-half years are the "great tribulation," as indicated in the discussion of chapter 12 below. 

Daniel -- Chapter 11 "The Kings of the North and South" 

This is one of the most remarkable predictive passages in all scripture. It describes detailed maneuvers of historic and future kings. Verses 2-20 very accurately prophesy the actions of several kings including Cyrus, Alexander the Great, the line of Ptolemy from Egypt, called the South, and the line of Seleucus from Syria, called the North. These two kingdoms are featured since between them lies the "Beautiful Land" of Israel. God's prophecies deal primarily with his people and those things that affect them. 

Beginning in verse 21, the prophecy deals with a particular "contemptible person," who was most certainly Antiochus Epiphanes, one of Israel's most despicable enemies. Verses 21-35, however, also foreshadow the characteristics and perhaps specific actions of antichrist as well. This is shown clearly from verse 36 through the end of the chapter, which almost entirely refers to a future king that is easily identified not only in New Testament scripture as antichrist but also in Daniel 7:8, 8:9, and 9:26 as having the same self-exalting characteristics and the same manner of destruction. 

Since it is very likely that some or all of verses 21-45 will have ultimate fulfillment in end times, let us summarize these events so that we may be watching for them. 

Verse 21 introduces the King of the North (Antiochus Epiphanes), who is a contemptible usurper, coming peaceably with no warning and taking over by intrigue. He invades the South, also destroying a Jewish leader (prince of the covenant). He then breaks a promise with the South, invades it, and it falls from within. He makes deceitful agreements with the South, and on his way home, because he hates God's people, takes action against them. 

Starting with verse 29, the king of the North again invades the South, but the South's allies from the western coastlands force him to turn back (vs. 30). Humiliated, he vents his fury on God's people, sets up a heathen idol in the temple (vs. 31), and shows favor to those who forsake God for heathen ways (vs. 32). But God's true followers resist him, although with a great deal of suffering, through which they are purified (vs. 32-35). 

Verse 35 contains the phrase "time of the end" that normally refers to end times. This transition leads to verse 36 and following, which apparently describes more than the historical character Antiochus. This is truly the antichrist of end times, with the same characteristics and the same end as described in Daniel 7:8, 8:9 and 9:26. He goes to extreme lengths to exalt himself and to demonstrate his trust in the god of armed might. He will attack heavily armed lands and will enlist allies to share in the spoils. 

The antichrist will then be attacked from a kingdom to the south (vs. 40), signaling the "time of the end." Then, in one of those mysterious passages, the king of the North attacks "him," who could be the king of the South or the Antichrist. In the latter case, the king of the North is different from the antichrist, but the passage could be read so as to equate the two. The king of the north invades Israel along with many other countries, and in fact subdues Egypt, who had attacked him first (vs. 40-43). He will then hear of action against him from the north and east and will move against them, making the holy mountain (Jerusalem) his headquarters. He will shortly afterwards meet his end, without anyone to help. 

Daniel Chapter 12 - "The Great Tribulation" 

This chapter is continuous with chapter 11. The antichrist is on the scene, destroying many of God's people. But Israel's prince, Michael arises to deliver them from this time of Israel's greatest distress, otherwise known as the great tribulation. Verses 2-3 describe the reward of those who are wise and righteous and verse 4 shows that Daniel's book will aid them in their knowledge during end times. The implication here is that until that time, Daniel's book will be closed to understanding. 

Verses 5-7 depict a man clothed in linen similar to that in Revelation 10:1-6, where the angel announced that there would be no further delay in completing the events of the tribulation. Then begins the time, times and a half, which term is also used in Daniel 7:25 and Revelation 12:14. This is restated in Revelation 12:6 as 42 months, or 3-1/2 years. Daniel 9:25-27 indicate that this period occurs in the second half of the "week" of years, again, equal to 3-1/2 years. This time period is apparently what is required to break the power, or self-sufficiency, of the Jews so that they will be willing to accept Christ. These three and a half years are undoubtedly what is referred to in Matthew 24:21 and Revelation 7:14 as the great tribulation. 

In verses 8-9 Daniel is curious about the meaning of all of this, but the angel implies that we need to be content with what God has made clear and not try to force anything else. God reveals only what is necessary, and does not go beyond merely to satisfy man's curiosity. 

In verse 10 we see a refining process similar to 11:35. This will happen as a result of the wise witnesses in 12:3. Zechariah 13:8,9 indicates that 1/3 of the Jews will be refined. This may be more than the 144,000. 

Verse 11 introduces another time period that begins when the restored Jewish temple ceremonies are taken away by Antichrist and the abomination of desolation is set up. The 1290 days allows for 3-1/2 years, or 1260 days plus an additional 30 days. There is nothing explicit here or elsewhere in scripture concerning this additional 30 days. It may be for the judgment of the nations in Matthew 25:31-46. Verse 12 adds another unexplained 45 days, perhaps the time required to build the millennial temple, set up the new government, establish Israel's new boundaries, and so forth. 

Finally, verse 13 apparently indicates that Daniel will be resurrected to participate in the blessings of the millennium. This makes a good case for the resurrection of Old Testament saints just prior to the start of the millennium. 



Zechariah 

Zechariah, whose name means "One whom Jehovah remembers," prophesied between 520-518 BC. He was a contemporary of Haggai, and his overt purpose was to encourage the Jews to rebuild the temple. He focused, however, on the need for a spiritual change, i.e., rebuilding their spiritual temples. The book is known as the "apocalypse of the Old Testament" because of the rich symbolism and numerous references to Christ's advents.

Chapter 1 describes God's purpose in rebuilding Jerusalem after the Babylonian exile. Does it point to events in today's efforts to rebuild Jerusalem? In verse 11 there is a period of rest that precedes the rebuilding of Jerusalem. In verse 15 the nations at ease appear to be helping, but with evil intent. Verse 16 says God's house shall be built in Jerusalem. Verse 21 shows that the four nations or powers (Daniel 7 or 8:8+) that scattered Israel and Judah are cast out by the Lord's craftsmen. 

Chapter 2 sees the Lord reestablishing Jerusalem as His dwelling place after her people return from the "north" and Babylon. 

Chapter 4 concerns the lampstand and two olive trees. In this context the Lord is showing Zerubbabel that he will finish God's work as he trusts not in his own strength, but as he is empowered by the Holy Spirit. The lampstand and lamps, as in Revelation 1, represent God's messengers to his people, which in this case is Zerubbabel. The olive trees are the source of the oil that lights the lamp. The angel in verse 13 implies that Zechariah ought to know who they are. They stand before the Lord of the whole earth and supply encouragement to God's leaders. These relate to the two witnesses in Revelation 11:3-4 and have been identified by various authors as Moses, Elijah, Enoch, etc. 

Chapter 5 depicts a woman in a basket, perhaps showing that wickedness will be set in Babylon when the time is right. 

In chapter 6 the four chariots and horses are the same colors as in Revelation 6. The white and black horses go to the north and give "My Spirit" rest. In Revelation 6 these are associated with conquering and economic disruption. (Could this be turmoil in the Russian area that has allowed Jews and Christians freedom to leave and to worship openly?) After this the captives from Babylon provide gifts for a crown of the king/priest--the BRANCH--and are charged to build the temple. 

Chapter 8 says the Lord will return to Jerusalem as his dwelling place on earth. He will exalt the Jews, who will be sought by many others because of their favor with God. 

Chapter 9 prophesies several events that have already taken place, including the subjugation of the Philistines, Christ's triumphal entry, the abomination of, and revolt against, Antiochus Epiphanes, the Greek ruler of the area including Jerusalem, and the dispersion of the Jews. Some of these prophecies may also have a far fulfillment, such as verse 13, which pits the sons of Zion against the sons of Greece. This could be another reference to the persecution of the Jews (and/or Church) will undergo in end times and could indicate the nationality of the person/people responsible for it. The chapter ends with a promise of double blessing to replace the hardships previously endured. 

Chapter 10 depicts the re-gathering of Israel, the rule of the Lord of hosts, and the humbling of Israel's enemies. Israel is strengthened by the Lord in battle over her enemies and is given the land including Lebanon and Gilead (the northern part of modern Jordan). The humbling of Assyria (Syria-Iraq) and Egypt is mentioned as well. 

Chapter 11 depicts the destruction of Israel in the hands of worthless shepherds who reject the true shepherd. God destroys these three shepherds (who represent leaders of Israel) in one month. The fulfillment may have been the rapid disintegration of Israel after Christ. “Beauty” was cut off for the price of a slave and Jerusalem destroyed, and the "Bonds" holding Israel together were broken, resulting in the dispersion. Finally, a shepherd is raised up--the antichrist--who turns on the flock. This may indicate that the antichrist appears initially to be a friend or leader of Israel, but ultimately betrays them. A further characteristic is a withered arm and blinded right eye, which are God's judgment. This could be representative of a loss of strength and wisdom and/or actual physical impairment which occurs after he betrays Israel. 

Chapter 12 depicts Jerusalem besieged and ultimately delivered by the Lord, who destroys her enemies. This leads to national repentance as the Jews "look on him whom they have pierced" and mourn bitterly over their previous rejection of Christ. 

Chapter 13 deals with Israel's cleansing in the last days. It also recounts the events leading to this cleansing, including the smiting of the shepherd, and the resultant scattering of the sheep and finally the death of 2/3 of them. This is the consequence of rejecting their shepherd. 

Chapter 14 revisits the siege and rape of Jerusalem as the Day of the Lord comes. The city is taken and half the people removed into captivity. But then the Lord comes to fight Israel's enemies, accompanied by great signs such as the Mount of Olives splitting. Then the Lord comes with his saints to a city that has changed geographically as the surrounding hills become flat and a river flows to the east and west. Finally, with the Lord's return, the nations come annually to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 





Revelation


Introduction

This chapter contains class outlines for a study of the book of Revelation.  The purpose of this class was to prepare our hearts and minds for end times by carefully interpreting and applying key prophetic passages to everyday life.  The approach was to use Revelation as the framework for discussing key end times passages.  We included illustrations from current events (fall 2004) and principles of prophetic interpretation.  We wanted to understand how to be open and flexible in applying prophecy, but knowledgeable and sincere about using it to prepare for what is coming.  

2 Peter 3 – Our attitudes towards end times
· Why a delay?

· What is the end result?

· What is our role & motivation?

1 Corinthians 14:3 – Purpose of prophecy

The following are the specific class topics:

# 1 – Revelation of Christ
# 2 & 3 – Seven Churches
# 4 & 5 – Picture of Heaven, Views of the Rapture
# 6 – Opening of the First Six Seals – Parallel Scriptures
# 7 – 144,000 Sealed; Multitude in White Robes
# 8 – Silence & First Four Trumpets
# 9 – Fifth & Sixth Trumpets
# 10 – Mighty Angel & Little Book
# 11 – Two Witnesses & Seventh Trumpet
# 12 – Woman and Dragon 

# 13 – Two Beasts – Unholy Trinity
# 14 – Harvest Time!
# 15 – Seven Angels with Bowls of Wrath
# 16 – Seven Plagues
# 17 – The Harlot Babylon
# 18 – The Fall of Babylon the Great
# 19 – The Return of Christ
# 20 – The Reign of Christ
# 21 – The New Jerusalem
# 22 – River of Life & Jesus’ Soon Coming


Revelation 1 – Revelation of Christ

· v 3 – more motivation?

· v 20 – what are the lampstands & stars?  principle of interpretation?

Revelation 2 & 3 – Seven Churches

· How should we interpret the 7 churches?

· Views of End Times

· Figurative

· Idealist (amillennial)

· Literal

· Preterist (historical-postmillennial)

· Historicist

· Futurist (pre-millennialist)

· Pre-tribulational (dispensationalism)

· Mid-tribulational

· Pre-wrath

· Post-tribulational

· What is Christ saying to the churches today?

· Ephesus (loveless)

· Smyrna (persecuted)

· Pergamos (compromising)

· Thyatira (corrupt)

· Sardis (dead)

· Philadelphia (faithful)

· Laodicea (lukewarm)

· Related passages

· Matthew 24: 32-51

Current events – Israel’s 425 mile security wall-fence & Ezekiel 38

Revelation 4 & 5 – Picture of Heaven, Views of the Rapture

· Throne of God, 24 elders (Rev 21:12-14), living beings (Is 6:1-3) and scroll (title deed)

· Views of the Rapture

· Pre-trib (prior to 7 week tribulation)

· John caught up in Rev 4; 24 church elders in heaven; restrainer (believers) removed before antichrist appears (2 Thess 2:7); church not mentioned Rev 6-18

· Christ coming for (1 Thess 4:16-17) and with (Rev 19:8,14; Zech 14:5) the saints – interval for judgment & marriage supper; explains other contradictions

· Dispensationalism – 70th week is Israel; Church age is over Tribulation is to punish Israel – Matt 24 tribulation is for Jews

· Believers escape tribulation, delivered from wrath & judgment (Rev 3:10 ek vs. dia, 1 Thess 5:9)

· Constant expectation of Christ’s (not antichrist’s ) coming

· Mid-trib (same as pre-trib, except for following)

· Great tribulation is last 3½ years of Daniel’s 70th week

· Seals are not judgments, but beginning of birth pains (Matt 24:3-12)

· Seals and trumpets are not wrath, which starts in Rev 11:18

· 2 witnesses symbolize rapture in Rev 11

· Last trumpet of Paul (1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thess 4:16) same as 7th of Rev

· Pre-wrath (during 2nd half of 70th week, prior to God’s wrath)

· First 3 ½ years of 70th week are beginning of birth pains (Matt 24) & 1st – 4th seals

· Great Tribulation starts with abomination of desolation (Matt 24:21) and includes 5th & 6th seals – persecution of the elect, not God’s wrath

· Rapture occurs prior to God’s wrath, which is the Day of the Lord, whose approach is signaled by 6th seal (cosmic disturbances) and begins with 7th seal which contains the last trump.  This shortens the Great Tribulation (Matt 24:22)

· Post-trib (at end of 70th week)

· Only one coming; no interval between coming for and with his bride

· Church is persecuted by Antichrist

· Believers protected from wrath; kept from (delivered out of the midst of) the hour of trial (Rev 3:10)

· First resurrection (Rev 20:5) at Day of Lord after Great Tribulation

· Wheat & tares gathered together at end of age (Matt 13:39)

· Elect gathered at Christ’s coming in power & glory (Matt 24:31)

· Marriage supper at end of tribulation after Babylon destroyed

Review

· What is the key message of Ch 4, the throne in heaven?

· What does the scroll with seven seals in Ch 5 represent, and why is the Lamb able to open it?

· What are some of the alternative views of the rapture timing?

Revelation 6 – Opening of the First Six Seals – Parallel Scriptures

Timing of Revelation seals, trumpets, bowls, etc.

· Sequential

· Telescoping

· Parallel

· Overlapping

Eastern vs. western view of timing…

· #1 vs. 1-2; Matthew 24:4-5; deception & false christs

· #2 vs. 3-4; Matthew 24:6-7a; wars & rumors of war

· #3 vs. 5-6; Matthew 24:7b-8; inflation, famine, earthquakes

· #4 vs. 7-8; death to ¼ of earth from war, famine, plague, beasts

· #5 vs. 9-11; Matthew 24:9-12; martyrs, persecution to death

· #6 vs. 12-17; Matthew 24:29; Isaiah 13:6-13; Joel 2:10-11; proud judged; signs in the heavens; beginning of God’s wrath

Revelation 7 – 144,000 Sealed; Multitude in White Robes

· vs. 1-8; Ezekiel 9; judgments held back until Jewish believers are marked for protection

· Various interpretations of 12 tribes

· Judges 18:30-31 possible reason for omission of Dan

· vs. 9-17; Isaiah 25; are these the raptured or the martyred?  Death not mentioned, but have come out of great tribulation…

Review 

· How should we view timing of events in Revelation?

· Where are there parallel passages to the seals?

· Who are the 144,000 and why are they sealed?

· Who are the multitudes in white robes?

Revelation 8 – Silence & First Four Trumpets

· Vs. 1-6; silence, incense, prayers

· #1 vs. 7; hail, fire & blood on 1/3 of earth, trees & grass

· #2 vs. 8-9; mountain of fire into sea; 1/3 of sea turned to blood, 1/3 of creatures & ships

· #3 vs. 10-11; burning star (Wormwood) into rivers; 1/3 turned bitter

· #4 vs. 12; 1/3 of sun, moon & stars turned dark; 1/3 of day & night dark

Revelation 9 – Fifth & Sixth Trumpets

· #5 vs. 1-12; star falls to earth, releases locusts from abyss; torture for 5 months

· #6 vs. 13-19; 200,000,000 troops cross Euphrates; 1/3 of man killed with plagues of fire, smoke & sulfur; similar to war of Ezek 38-39; Rev 16:12-16

· Vs. 20-21; unrepentant

Comments

· Zech 13:8,9 mentions 2/3 being cut off and 1/3 being refined

· Effects of nuclear war?

Review 

· Silence in heaven

· Trumpets 1-4; 1/3 of earth, trees, grass, sea, ships, rivers, sun, moon, stars 

· Trumpets 5-6; demons torture those without seal of God for 5 months; 200 million troops cross Euphrates; plagues kill 1/3 of man, perhaps through nuclear war; unrepentant

Comment: How would we use end times knowledge based on our view of the rapture?

Revelation 10 – Mighty Angel & Little Book

· Vs. 1-3; attributes of Christ – glory cloud, mercy rainbow, righteous sun, judging fire, owner of earth & sea, lion of Judah

· Vs. 4; seven thunders sealed up—God reveals what we need to know

· Vs. 5-7; no more delay (what delay has there been—two witnesses?); seventh trumpet to sound; mystery will be accomplished

· Vs. 8-11; little scroll of rewards (sweet) & judgment (sour) 

Revelation 11 – Two Witnesses & Seventh Trumpet

· Vs. 1; measure (judge) the temple, altar, worshippers

· Vs. 2; holy city trampled by the nations 42 months x 30 = 1,260 days (Dan 9:27; 12:7)

· Vs 3-6; 2 witnesses in sackcloth (repentance) torment unbelievers; Zech 4 (lampstand & 2 olive trees); Mal 4:4-5 (Moses-plagues & Elijah-no rain; Mt of Transfiguration; law & prophets); “in your face” testimony against God’s enemies

· Vs. 7-10; killed by beast; men celebrate

· Vs. 11-14; raised after 3½ days (with loud voice, at 7th trumpet, in a cloud—1 Thess 4:15-17); earthquake kills 7,000

· Vs. 15-19; seventh trumpet sounds, accompanied by heavenly voices declaring praise for God’s rewards and judgments in accordance with his law (covenant within the ark) and grace (mercy seat on top of the ark)

Review 

· Mighty angel, seven mysterious thunders, and little sweet and sour scroll

· Temple measured, two witnesses in sackcloth torment earth for 1,260 days, killed by beast, raptured after 3½ days

· Seventh trumpet, earthquake, heavenly praise for God’s judgments

Revelation 12 – Woman and Dragon 

· Vs. 1,2,5,6; woman is Israel based on Joseph’s dream in Gen 37; child is Jesus; Israel is protected during 1,260 days of great tribulation; Dan 12:1; Matt 24:21,22

· Vs. 3,4,7-9; dragon with 7 heads/crowns & 10 horns is Satan, who tried to destroy Christ, driven from heaven by Michael

· Vs. 10-16; Satan tries to destroy Israel, but she is protected supernaturally in the desert for 3½ years; by eagle’s wings (airlift?); from Satan’s flood (anti-Semitic propaganda?)

· Vs. 17; Satan makes war with rest of offspring on earth - believers

Revelation 13 – Two Beasts – Unholy Trinity

· Vs. 1; from sea – antichrist; political leader; 10 horns with crowns (Dan 2 statue &7 beasts-nations), 7 heads with names (Rev 17:10-kings)

· Vs. 2; leopard, bear, lion

· Vs. 3; fatal wound healed; astonished world follows

· Vs. 4; world worships Satan and antichrist

· Vs. 5-10; antichrist has authority 42 months; makes war & conquers saints, who are called to faithful endurance

· Vs. 11; from earth – false prophet; religious leader; 2 horns like lamb, spoke like dragon

· Vs. 12-15; false prophet performs miracles (Matt 24:24; 2 Thess 2:9) & requires people to worship image of antichrist (Matt 24:15 – abomination of desolation)

· Vs. 16-18; false prophet forces people to take mark of antichrist on right hand or forehead in order to buy or sell; mark is the name of antichrist or number of his name, which, with insight, can be calculated to be 666; believers not to take the mark Rev 14:9-11; 20:4

Question: What characteristics will the antichrist and false prophet have?  How would pre-trib vs. post-trib views affect how we might prepare for the impact of these “beasts”? 

Revelation 14 – Harvest Time!

· Vs. 1-5; the Lamb and the 144,000 on Mt. Zion
 - same Jews from Rev 7:3-8
 - appear in heavenly Jerusalem (Heb 12:22)
 - kept pure, meaning celibate and/or holy to the Lamb
 - have apparently been martyred or raptured–see “firstfruits” in 1 Cor 15:20

· Vs. 6-7; the Gospel preached worldwide
 - Matt 24:14 seems to be a precondition to the Lord’s coming
 - this could be the ultimate fulfillment 

· Vs. 8; Babylon destroyed
 - elaborated in Rev 18
 - see also Isaiah 13-14

· Vs. 9-13; warning not to take the mark of the beast
 - even if it means martyrdom, for rest is promised

· Vs. 14-16; Son of man harvests the earth
 - some say believers who have not taken the mark and escaped martyrdom 
    (see Matt 24:31)
 - some say the judgment of non-believers – a parallel to the grape harvest

· Vs. 17-20: Grapes of wrath
 - begins the final events of God’s ultimate wrath on the earth
 - blood may be from the battle of Armageddon

Current Events

· What are the implications of Arafat’s death?  

· Is peace more or less likely?

· What does Bible prophecy say about peace in the Middle East?

Revelation 15 – Seven Angels with Bowls of Wrath

· Vs. 1; seven plagues complete God’s wrath

· Vs. 2-4; victors over the beast sing song of Moses & the Lamb; martyrs? raptured?

· Vs. 5-8; temple opened, yet filled with smoke from God’s glory until plagues completed

Revelation 16 – Seven Plagues

· Vs. 1; why is God sending wrath?  Why are these plagues so similar to the plagues God used to deliver Israel from Pharoah?

· Vs. 2; #1 – sores on those with mark of the beast

· Vs. 3; #2 – sea turns to blood and everything in it dies (similar to 2nd trumpet)

· Vs. 4-7; #3 – rivers and springs turn to blood; retribution for saints’ blood (3rd trumpet)

· Vs. 8-9; #4 – sun scorches with fire (4th trumpet)

· Vs. 10-11; #5 – beast’s kingdom in darkness; blasphemed; refused to repent

· Vs. 12-14,16; #6 – Euphrates dried, kings brought to Armageddon by 3 demon spirits
- appears to be final battle of 200 million troops in 6th trumpet, Rev 9:16; blood flowing in Rev 14:20

· Vs. 15; Lord comes like a thief; who is blessed by staying awake?
- why is this verse here?

· Vs. 17-21; #7 – earthquake, hailstones; seems to relate to sixth seal in Rev 6:12ff

· Review relationship of seals, trumpets and bowls; does it matter?


Current Events

· Alignment of EU, Russia, UN, China around Islamic causes in Iraq & Iran

Revelation 17 – The Harlot Babylon

· Comparison of woman in Rev 12 with woman on the beast
-  meant to be comparable in representing Christ vs. antichrist
- entire universal church of believers of all history vs. organized anti-church of false believers of all history
- same comparison of cities of Jerusalem and Babylon

· Vs. 1-2; prostitute/adulteries – Bible term for idols that entice men to ignore and replace God’s Word, rebellion; many waters – occurs throughout all peoples (vs. 15)

· Vs. 3-6; woman (prostitute, harlot) on a scarlet beast (antichrist) in the desert (no life)
- scarlet – bloody since same picture of the beast in Rev 13
- purple, scarlet, gold show superficial nobility, contrasted with filthy, perverse inside
- Babylon – Nimrod’s tower in Babel was the mother religion of all rebellion (Gen 10:8-10, 11:1-9)
- drunken with blood of saints – always persecuted by false or pagan religions

· Vs. 7-8; astonished at the beast who was, is not now, and is yet to come – may be refering to antichrist with mortal wound that is healed in Rev 13:3,4

· Vs. 9-11; seven heads of the beast represent seven hills and kings (kingdoms, extensive empires)
- five have fallen (Greece, Persia, Babylon, Assyria, Egypt)
- sixth now is (Rome)
- seventh yet to come (antichrist); is resurrected as the eighth, but finally destroyed
- aligns with 4 kingdoms of Daniel 2 & 7, starting with Babylon, ending with Rome, from which the final, but different, king arises

· Vs. 12-14; ten horns are ten kings ruling with antichrist, who give him their power

· Vs. 15-17; antichrist and ten kings hate and destroy the prostitute – will forcibly replace the diversity of false religions with one that ultimately worships antichrist

· Vs. 18; woman is great city that rules over kings – world trade is the force that breaks down national & religious barriers into one great universal fellowship and kingdom of commerce

Revelation 18 – The Fall of Babylon the Great

· This may be the same or a different (political/commercial vs. religious) Babylon; judged by God rather than antichrist

· Vs. 1-3; Babylon the Great has become demonic, unclean, idolatrous, materialist

· Vs. 4; God’s people to come out of her to avoid her sins and plagues

· Vs. 5-8; receives double portion of torture, grief, plagues, death, mourning, fire (penalty of a priets’s daughter who became a prostitute)

· Vs. 9-10; kings (political) weep at sudden (nuclear?) destruction; terrified at her torment 

· Vs. 11-17; merchants (economic) weep at loss of excessive luxuries & riches; sudden destruction; terrified at her torment

· Vs. 18-19; sea captains (traders) weep at sudden destruction

· Vs. 20; rejoice at her judgment

· Vs. 21-24; no art, crafts, light, joy, or love; destroyed as by a great stone (Christ- Acts 4:11; Daniel 2:34)

· Who or what is this Babylon?
 - Rome, Romism, Catholic church, papism
 - America (Isaiah 18:1,2; Jeremiah 50-51 seem to depict a latter-day Bablyon that 
    resembles America)
 - rebuilt Babylon in Iraq

Revelation 19 – The Return of Christ

· Vs. 1-3; Judgment shows salvation, glory & power
- why does the prostitute’s (city’s) smoke go up “forever”?

· Vs. 4-9; All heaven rejoices & praises God because the wedding of the Lamb has come
- how does the bride “make herself ready”?

· Vs. 10; Don’t glorify prophecy – it only points to Jesus, who alone is to be worshipped

· Vs. 11-16; The Lord leads the armies of heaven to take vengeance on the nations (strike down in fury & rule with iron scepter)

· Vs. 17-21; Beast & false prophet thrown into Lake of Fire; rest killed & fed to the birds
- could this be Ezekiel 38 & 39 war?

Revelation 20 – The Reign of Christ

· Vs. 1-3; Satan thrown into abyss for 1,000 years

· Vs. 4-6; Saints & resurrected tribulation martyrs reign with Christ 1,000 years
- if pretrib, is this another rapture?
- if posttrib, all raptured at the same time

· Vs. 7-10; Satan released to deceive the nations into making war with saints; destroyed & thrown into Lake of Fire

· Vs. 11-15; Great White Throne Judgment of unbelieving dead
- no more death or Hades
- final destination of unbeliever is Lake of Fire (Gehenna)

· What is the purpose of the Millennium; of Satan’s “parole”?

Revelation 21 – The New Jerusalem

· Vs. 1-4; new heaven and earth
 - no sea (why?); Holy City on earth; God lives with men; no more tears

· Vs. 5; everything new (not just the city—what about us?)

· Vs. 6-8; overcomers receive life, sinners lake of fire

· (Note: Vs. 1-8 may be after vs. 9-21)

· Vs. 9-14; New Jerusalem – the bride – coming down from heaven
 - gates for 12 tribes of Israel; wall foundations for 12 apostles
 - culmination of the history of God’s people

· Vs. 15-21; Gates & walls & streets
 - 1500 miles long, wide, high; wall 216 ft thick; of jasper
 - foundation of precious (anisotropic) stones; gates of pearl

· Vs. 22-27; holy characteristics
 - God & Lamb are temple & light
 - Always open, full of light, only pure will enter

Revelation 22 – River of Life & Jesus’ Soon Coming

· Vs. 1-6; river of life from throne of God
 - 12 crops of fruit for food; leaves for eternal health
 - servants see God & Lamb, and reign
 - soon to take place

· Vs. 7; Jesus is coming soon – quickly – reason to prepare, as in labor
 - readers are blessed – who “keep” the prophetic words

· Vs. 8-9; don’t worship messenger

· Vs. 11-13; time is near – one’s preparation determines response to Christs quick coming; then it will be too late to change

· Vs. 14-15; Blood-washed receive eternal blessedness & rewards – unsaved remain “outside” (lake of fire)

· Vs. 16-17; Jesus’ final offer of eternal life

· Vs. 18-19; warning not to create a greater authority (new revelation) or diminish the authority of these prophetic words

· Vs. 20-21; we need God’s grace to prepare for His quick coming





A Summary of End Times Events



Introduction 

While we must be careful about interpretation of end times Bible prophecy, we must nevertheless be knowledgeable about what may happen. To help with this, we are providing a summary of end times events, arranged roughly according to Revelation. These serve as a reference guide and reminder of what to expect as Christ's second coming grows closer. 

The order of these scriptures does not imply a sequential chronology. In fact, many of the placements have been arbitrarily determined, and could easily have been otherwise. For example, some of the early references to Israel could just as well be placed with Revelation 20.


Summary of Events

	Israel re-gathered.
	Isa 11:11-16; 27:12-13; Ezek 36:24
	This second re-gathering from various lands began in earnest after Israel became a nation in 1948. The culmination may occur at Messiah’s coming and establishment of his government in Jerusalem.

	Israel defeats Egypt.
	Isa 19:17
	Israel defeated Egypt in the preemptive Six Day War of 1967 and defended itself against an Arab attack in 1973.  However, a complete defeat and the subsequent turning of Egypt to the Lord may yet be fulfilled.

	Egypt turns to the Lord.
	Isa 19:18-22
	The events in this passage are not typically included in most authors’ end times scenarios.  They may occur after the Lord’s coming, or perhaps even before.

	Highway connecting Egypt and Syria.
	Isa 19:23
	These Arab countries have primarily worked together against Israel, although Egypt has at times pursued peace, e.g., the 1977 Camp David Accords, and even Syria participated in peace negotiations in 2000.

	Egypt, Syria, Israel allies.
	Isa 19:24-25
	Egypt and Syria have been allies against Israel, but not with Israel.

	Israel dominates region.
	Is 11:11-16; Zech 10:10-11
	This would require additional military conquest, or else it will only happen after the Lord’s return.

	The Church needs to return to their first love; be prepared to suffer; reject false teachers; obey the word; be fervent in dedication to Christ.
	Rev 2-3; Matt 24:32-51; 2 Pet 3:14-18
	While there have always been pockets of fervent, obedient believers, the bulk of the nominal Church has been in constant need of revival.

We must watch and pray and be on guard in view of the certainty of his unexpected coming.

	Many false Christs will deceive many
	Matt 24:4-5
	There have been many false Christs throughout the last two millennia.  We can expect even more as the final end times unfold.

	First & second seal; wars and rumors of war; white & red horses
	Matt 24:6; Rev 6:1-4
	There has been no lack of real and imagined war at any time in history.  However, this seems to indicate increased intensity and focus on a major, perhaps global, figure, who may talk about peace.  But the result is even more deadly warfare, not just within nations, as has been the pattern in the last part of the 20th century, but between nations, as in the previous world wars.  However, this is only the beginning, and the global figure at this point may not be the antichrist. 

	Third seal; inflation; black horse
	Rev 6:5-6
	Global inflation is a consequence of war and other disruptions. 

	Turmoil to north gives spirit rest.
	Zech 6:8
	Black horse could be economic disruption allowing Jews from Russia to return to Israel

	Fourth seal; pale horse; sword, famine, earthquakes, plagues and beasts
	Rev 6:7-8; Matt 24:7-8
	A fourth of the earth is engulfed in a variety of deadly human and natural forces.  The magnitude of this distress should be a clear indication of the beginnings of end times birth pangs.

	Messenger to prepare the way.
	Mal 3:1; 4:5
	Many end times scenarios indicate a John the Baptist role, but it is not clear from other Biblical references what form this might take, whether it will literally be a single person, the 144,000 witnesses, the two witnesses of Rev 11, or something else we can’t anticipate.

	Scoffers.
	2 Pet 3:3-4
	In spite of the clear warning signs, most will deny that anything supernatural is occurring. Today, with all of the information about end times, the mass media does not give credence to biblical warnings.  Perhaps the wide diversity of opinion within the church adds to this confusion and encourages the world to dismiss the conflicting claims, even though there is a core of truth in them.

	Fifth seal; saints martyred (first group)
	Matt 24:9; Rev 6:9-11; Rev 12:11
	As the spotlight turns on true believers, we will become tempting targets to be blamed and ultimately betrayed by those around us who are deceived by false teachers.  Our salvation is to be witnesses to the blood of Christ, even to death.  We must not only expect persecution, but also welcome it as a sign of faithfulness. Note that the “souls” of the martyrs are seen under the altar and are given robes, whereas later the “people” are seen in white robes before the throne.

	Falling away, increase of wickedness, love grown cold
	2 Thess 2:3; Matt 24:10-12
	A sure sign that we are to endure righteous persecution is that even those who have appeared to be believers and prophets will turn on us.  We must be prepared for the possibility that we will not be gathered to the Lord before this rebellion against the faith occurs and the antichrist is on the scene.

	Sixth seal; heavens, sun and moon darkened; cloudy; earthquake; stars fall; sky rolls up; mountains thrown down
	Isa 13:10; Ezek 30:3; Joel 2:10; Matt 24:29; Rev 6:12-14
	These are the dramatic, unmistakable signs of the beginning of God’s wrath.  Many commentators state that the trials prior to this point have been Satan’s wrath being poured out on man, but that from this point on we see God’s wrath being poured out.

	Proud brought low.
	Isa 2:6-22; Rev 6:15-17
	Man’s pride is the reason for judgment.

	144,000 Jews sealed
	Rev 7:3-8
	Prior to God’s wrath being poured out on the land, sea and trees, a certain number of believers, clearly Jews, are marked for protection during much of the remaining great tribulation.

	Saints appear in heaven from the great tribulation, prior to 7 last plagues
	Rev 7:9-17; 15:2-4
	These could be the rest of the saints killed in the great tribulation, as mentioned in Rev 6:11 or, since there is no direct mention of death, it could be a new group, perhaps raptured at this point, who are spared God’s wrath about to be poured out on the earth.  The emphasis, however, seems to be on their not having to suffer any more of the great tribulation, rather than avoiding the difficulties to come.

	Seventh seal; half-hour silence; prior to trumpets
	Rev 8:1-6
	This heavenly pause probably signifies the importance of what immediately follows.  The incense and prayers of the saints point to holy recompense for the horrors they have endured up to this time as mentioned in Rev 6:10.

	First through fourth trumpets; destruction of 1/3 of land, sea, rivers, sun, moon, stars
	Zech 13:8-9; Rev 8:7-12
	There is much speculation of the causes of these disasters.  Asteroids, nuclear explosions, volcanoes, etc., could play a role, as could unknown supernatural forces.  The fraction one-third may indicate the beginning of God’s wrath—enough to show the magnitude of the sin that has brought it about, but not so much as to destroy all hope of recovery.  God is still leaving room for repentance.

	Fifth trumpet; locusts torment those not sealed
	Rev 9:1-11
	The size, composition, and physical reality of these creatures have also been much debated, although it is not a stretch to imagine a form of locust that could easily fit the description.  Regardless, this is the first distinction between the saved and the lost through physical suffering.  The message of holy separation cannot be clearer if even an insect can tell the difference.

	Sixth trumpet; 200,000,000 kill 1/3 of mankind
	Rev 9:13-21
	Many commentators have had a problem with the large number of these troops, and have spiritualized them or implied that the number could be symbolic, or even wrong. Others see an oriental army with the horses being either literal animals or figurative tanks or other vehicles of war.  Many also see this as parallel to Rev 16 where the armies of the world are gathered at Armageddon.  The army kills through the plagues released from the horses’ mouths, which could refer to weapons such as flamethrowers, or chemical or nuclear warfare.

	Little scroll & 7 thunders prior to seventh trumpet; no more delay
	Rev 10
	This heavenly scene demonstrates the seriousness of the following events, which likewise have both a heavenly and earthly meaning. The reference to no more delay may indicate that there is a time gap prior to the seventh trumpet.  This may refer to some or all of the time the two witnesses minister on earth.

	2 witnesses cause no rain, turn waters to blood, cause plagues, die and are raised; earthquake
	Rev 11:3-13; Zech 4; 
Mal 4:4,5; 
Matt 17:3
	While there is no explicit relationship of this 3½ year period to the 7 years in Daniel 9:27 or the 3½ year period in Daniel 12:7, many believe that the witnesses coincide with the latter half of the 7 year period, during which judgments are poured out on earth.  

The witnesses are an explicit testimony that cannot be ignored or explained away in natural terms.  The reaction of the world demonstrates the righteousness of the even more severe judgments to follow, and leaves no doubt as to their source.

The witnesses have often been identified with Moses and Elijah, representing the law and the prophets, those also being the ones who testified of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. Malachi also mentions both in consecutive verses related to the last days.

	Dead raised and believers’ bodies changed, in a moment, at last trump, caught up with the Lord.
	1 Thess 4:16-17; 1 Cor 15:51-53; Isa 26:19
	While the events in 1 Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15 may not occur at this point in Revelation 11, there is a parallel with the raising of the dead witnesses, accompanied by a loud voice from heaven, and followed by the seventh and last trumpet.  However, there is nothing else in Revelation 11 to indicate a mass “rapture” at this point.

	Third woe, seventh trumpet, wrath, judgment
	Rev 11:14-19
	The scene shifts to heaven, where God’s holiness and reason for judgment are further described.

	Jews flee from Antichrist to the desert and are protected by God for 3 1/2 years; Antichrist then persecutes the saints
	Rev 12; Matt 24:15-20
	The woman in this symbolic picture is generally recognized as Israel, who gave Christ to the world, but will be pursued by Satan through his agents.  Apparently the Jews will escape supernaturally for 3½ years, during which time the beast persecutes the saints instead. In order for the Jews to escape, it appears they will have to be aware of these New Testament scriptures.

	Hide yourself.
	Zeph 2:3; Isa 26:20-21
	Those seeking righteousness will be hidden in the time of God’s wrath on the world.

	Antichrist has 7 heads, each with a crown and a blasphemous name; and 10 horns, each with a crown
	Rev 12:3; 13:1
	The dragon in 12:3 is clearly Satan, based on v 4.  The beast in 13:1 must then be the antichrist, empowered by Satan.  Both Satan and the beast have seven heads and ten horns.  However, Satan has 7 crowns on his 7 heads, whereas the beast has 10 crowns on his 10 horns.  Based on the interpretation in Rev 17, the crowns apparently signify kings.  Satan’s 7 kings probably span history whereas the beast’s 10 kings are contemporaneous with the beast.

	4 beasts--lion/eagle, bear, leopard, terrible beast.
	Dan 7:3-7; Rev 13:1,2
	The beast in Revelation has the most deadly characteristics of all 4 beasts in Daniel 7.  Since Daniel’s beasts represent historical kingdoms, this “ultimate” beast is indeed the culmination of Satan’s efforts over history to corrupt and destroy mankind.

	Antichrist has fatal wound healed
	Rev 13:3
	This could be a real or counterfeit “resurrection” that would convince many of the beast’s supernatural power.  It’s interesting that one of the heads exhibits this healing.  This may be the last and current king in the series of 7, who, in fact, is the antichrist, although the previous 6 would probably have had various characteristics of antichrist.

	Antichrist has withered arm and blinded right eye.
	Zech 11:17
	This reference is likely to the antichrist, and gives a very observable clue to his physical appearance.  However, as with other characteristics, we don’t know the timing.  For example, in the case of a recent candidate for antichrist, Adolf Hitler, the damage to his eye and arm occurred later in the war.

	Antichrist makes covenant with Israel, breaks it after 3½  years; takes away sacrifice; abomination of desolation
	Dan 8:11; 9:27; 12:11; Matt 24:15
	While the timings of the 7 years, 3½ years, 1290 days, 1335 days, and 2300 evenings and mornings are variously interpreted, the initial event seems to be the 7 year peace covenant which is treacherously interrupted mid-way. A recent candidate for this covenant was the 1993 Oslo Accords, signed by Israel and the PLO. The speculation by prophecy watchers surrounding this treaty illustrates the difficulty in determining the beginning point of a significant prophetic event. The lesson is that we probably need to see multiple corroborating events before assigning permanent significance to any one event.

	Man of sin revealed and sets up image of self in temple.
	2 Thess 2:3-4; Rev 13:4,14
	There will be no doubt concerning the antichrist’s identity at this point.  His image will be set up in the temple, which will have been rebuilt by this time, and he will proclaim himself god.  

	Antichrist blasphemes God, persecutes saints/holy people 3½  years, and is defeated.
	Dan 7:25; 12:7; Rev 11; 13:5-7,10
	This will be a devastating time for God’s holy people, and will require God’s grace to persevere.   Note that the full 3½ years is associated with persecution of the saints.  

	Greeks defeated by God on Israel’s behalf.
	Zech 9:13
	While this may have been a near reference to the Maccabean revolt against Antiochus Epiphanes, it probably refers as well to the ancestry or characteristics of the end times antichrist.  Or it may refer to the Ezekiel 38 war led by Gog from the north.  This is an example of an isolated scripture that, while not appearing to have direct relationship to many other end times prophecies, may nonetheless describe a key event, and represent one more example of creative fulfillment that doesn’t fit our preconceived ideas. 

	World worships antichrist 
	Rev 13:8
	There will be a painfully clear distinction between those who worship the beast and God’s people who don’t.

	False prophet (2 horns like a lamb, speaks like a dragon) performs signs (fire from heaven), forces world to take mark and worship the antichrist; kills all who don’t.
	Rev 13:11-17; Matt 24:11,24
	While the false prophet deceives many with his signs, apparently the antichrist himself doesn’t actually perform such signs, other than appearing to have been healed from a fatal wound.  Note that it is also this false prophet who forces people to take the mark to buy and sell, all in the name of loyalty to the antichrist.  

	Antichrist’s number is 666
	Rev 13:18
	Apparently another confirmation of the antichrist’s identity is the mark, which is his name or number.  It will be possible for those Christians with insight to calculate this number as 666.  Many have shown how to equate famous names with this number by assigning number values to the letters of the name, since Greek letters were identified with various numeric values.  This is again an example of prophecy being important primarily as corroboration rather than as a predictor.

	144,000 on Mt. Zion with the Lamb
	Rev 14:1-5
	At this point the 144,000 appear in the heavenly Jerusalem (Heb 12:22), having apparently being either martyred or raptured.  Verse 4 seems to point to a sacrificial martyrdom, especially since “firstfruits” in 1 Cor 15:20 refers to resurrection from the dead.

	Gospel preached worldwide.
	Matt 24:14; Rev 14:6-7
	Many believe that one of the preconditions for Christ’s coming is that Christians have reached every person on the earth with the gospel.  However, if this is not done exactly the way man might expect, it appears the Father will supernaturally complete the fulfillment of his prophetic word, even to the point of sending an angel at the last moment to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to repent and turn toward God.

	Babylon destroyed.
	Isa 13-14; Rev 14:8; Rev 18
	One of the great prophetic themes is the destruction of Israel’s enemies.  It appears that the destruction of Babylon is both a near and far reference.  While the near fulfillment was the literal city located in present day Iraq, the end times fulfillment could refer to the same physical location, some other city, or it could be a broader reference to a political, economic, or religious system.  In any event, it is likely that the prophetic Babylon will in some way fulfill the same role as ancient Babylon, namely, a representation of the worldly influence and domination over God’s people who have compromised their allegiance to him.

	Warning for saints not to take the mark of the beast; they may be martyred, but will have rest
	Rev 14:9-13
	The mark will be an indication of who has remained faithful to the Lord and who hasn’t.  There is no in between.  Any “believer” taking the mark will suffer the eternal consequences of unbelievers.  Of course, a true believer would not take the mark and, by this time in the tribulation period, would be well aware of the prophetic warnings.  God’s grace will provide strength to endure patiently even at the risk of martyrdom.

	Son of man harvests the earth
	Rev 14:14-16
	This appears to be the first of two successive “reapings” of the earth.  This one does not indicate what is being reaped, but it uses the term harvest, which throughout the New Testament refers to believers. These would likely be the believers still remaining alive on earth who had not taken the mark of the beast and had escaped martyrdom.

	Angels gather elect.
	Matt 24:31
	This gathering refers to those in heaven and on earth in conjunction with the Lord’s second coming.  As an example of prophetic timing being unpredictable, it is not clear from the text exactly how and when this gathering is accomplished in relation to the physical appearing of the Lord.  It could be before, at the same time, or after.  And it could be done as a single act or as a series of acts.

	Grapes of wrath gathered and pressed into blood
	Rev 14:17-20
	In this second “reaping” the object is explicitly the “grapes of wrath,” beginning the final events of God’s ultimate wrath on the earth.

	Sinners destroyed.
	Hab 3:12-13; Isa 13:9
	The day of God’s wrath is upon the earth.  The day of the Lord is accompanied by many prophetic signs mentioned in the Old Testament as well as Revelation.

	Completion of God’s wrath--7 last plagues (bowls)
	Rev 15:1,5-8
	There are many theories about the structure of Revelation.  Some consider the 7 bowl judgments to be the parallel heavenly view of the 7 trumpet judgments, which represents the earthly view of the same events.  Others see the structure as a telescope, where the seventh seal contains the seven trumpets, and the seventh trumpet contains the seven bowls.  In this structure, all of the events are sequential, with no parallel duplication.  As we have pointed out many times, such attempts to predetermine prophetic meaning are at best presumptuous, and may even be counterproductive by limiting our interpretations and blinding us to potential fulfillment in unexpected ways.  For example, if verses 2-4 are a reference to some type of final rapture, this may be an indication that prior to the “completion” God’s wrath, there is still an opportunity for repentance.  This could be an important message to those who find themselves experiencing the trumpet judgments, and wondering if there is any hope for deliverance from God’s wrath.

	1st bowl - sores on those with the mark of the beast
	Rev 16:2
	This begins the final judgment.  The punishments parallel similar plagues in the Exodus from Egypt.  That nation had also rejected God and his people.

	2nd bowl - sea turns to blood and everything in it dies
	Rev 16:3
	

	3rd bowl - rivers and springs turn to blood
	Rev 16:4-7
	

	4th bowl - sun scorches with fire
	Rev 16:8-9
	

	5th bowl - beast’s kingdom in darkness
	Rev 16:10-11
	

	6th bowl - Euphrates dried, kings brought to Armageddon, comes like a thief
	Rev 16:12-16
	This appears to be the final battle where all the beast’s forces fight against the Lord and his hosts at his return.  Does it also relate to the 200,000,000 troops in Rev 9:16 and the blood flowing for 1,600 stadia in Rev 14:20?  This is certainly the common picture of the battle of Armageddon, but these verses are actually in quite separate passages.  It is entirely possible that they could represent different events as well.

What is verse 15 doing here?  Is there some possibility of repentance for those who wake up to what’s happening and finally reject Satan’s deception?  Or is this just another example of prophetic verses being mysteriously interspersed in apparently unrelated passages?

	7th bowl - earthquake, hailstones
	Rev 16:17-21
	Verse 20 matches parts of the sixth seal.  However, this doesn’t fit with any rational structure and thus illustrates the difficulty in assuming that a structure even has to exist.  Could these be completely different events?  How many times will every island and mountain disappear?

	Great city Babylon, who corrupted earth with adulteries, sits on 7 hills; 7 kings - 5 fallen, 1 is, 1 to come for awhile; beast who was, now is not, is an 8th but of the 7 kings; 10 kings (to be) give authority for 1 hour to beast to destroy Babylon and war against the Lamb
	Rev 17
	There have been many interpretations of what Babylon represents, most commonly a governmental, economic, or religious system, although it is explicitly described as the city that rules over the kings of the earth.  Likewise, the 7 kings and 10 kings have been variously interpreted.  Typically, however, the 7 kings are seen as being in historical sequence, whereas the 10 kings are contemporaneous.

	10 horns, 3 uprooted before another horn who is destroyed with 4th beast, other 3 beasts linger on.
	Dan 7:17-25; 8:9-12
	These passages could very well parallel the 7 heads and 10 horns in Rev 12, 13, and 17.  

	Wedding of the Lamb and bride after Babylon destroyed
	Rev 19:7-9
	

	Christ on white horse with armies of heaven destroys kings and armies of earth and casts beast and false prophet into fiery lake; birds ate flesh of those killed on earth
	Rev 19:11-21
	

	Israel invaded from north by cavalry troops from Russia, Persia, Ethiopia, Libya, Eastern Europe, and southern Russia.
	Ezek 38:1-6,15
	There are many interpretations of the Ezekiel 38-39 battle.  While there seem to be common elements with the Rev 19 battle, many have placed it earlier in the tribulation period.

	Enemy supernaturally defeated--weapons burned and flesh eaten by birds.
	Ezek 38:19-39:20
	

	Antichrist attacked from south, invades Israel, subdues Egypt, but not Jordan, then fights north and east and finally is defeated.
	Dan 11:40-45
	Again, these maneuvers could be placed at various times in the tribulation period, and could be related to the Ezekiel 38-39 battle.

	Jerusalem raped (Day of the Lord); 1/2 exiled; finally delivered supernaturally & enemies destroyed.
	Zech 14:1-3, 12-15
	This could relate to the Daniel 11 and Ezekiel 38-39 passages, although it appears to occur at the last battle.

	Lord destroys beast.
	2 Thess 2:8
	

	Comes suddenly, with angels, with fire, so all may see him.
	Matt 16:27; Matt 24:27; 2 Thes 1:7-8
	

	Jews mourn at Jesus’ coming.
	Zech 10:12-14; Matt 24:30; Rev 1:7
	

	Lord’s coming--everyone will see him.
	Rev 1:7
	

	At Lord’s touching down the Mount of Olives split and hills flatten, a river flows east to west.
	Zech 14:4-11
	

	Lord returns to Jerusalem as dwelling place.
	Zech 8
	

	Satan thrown into abyss for 1000 years.
	Rev 20:1-3
	

	Martyrs beheaded for not taking the mark of the beast are raised. They (and other saints) reign with Christ for 1000 years.
	Rev 20:4-6
	

	Judges nations.
	Matt 25:31-33
	

	Build temple.
	Zech 6:12-15
	While this passage was part of the prophet’s encouragement to build the second temple, after the Babylon exile, it also has Messianic language, and could be another indication of Ezekiel’s millennial temple being built.

	Millennial temple with modified sacrificial system.
	Ezek 40-47
	Could be a gentle embarrassment and reminder to Israel of her rebellion and stubbornness.

	Nations at peace, following the Lord’s laws; Jerusalem center of government.
	Isa 2:1-5; Isa 11:1-10
	

	Israel divided among tribes.
	Ezek 47-48
	The millennial temple passages, along with the tribal divisions of land, are often sees as figurative, but the level of detail and specificity given is too great to ignore.  This is another example of putting prophetic passages on the shelf until events make it clear how they are to be fulfilled.

	Satan released to deceive nations and then be cast into fiery lake forever.
	Rev 20:7-10
	

	Great white throne judgment of the wicked dead.
	Rev 20:11-15
	

	Earth and works burned up.
	2 Pet 3:10
	

	New heavens and new earth with God and men dwelling together.
	Isa 65:17; Rev 21:1-8; 2 Pet 3:11-13
	We do not spend eternity in heaven, but on a new earth in a new Jerusalem.  Heaven comes down to earth.

	Holy City Jerusalem coming from heaven; river of life
	Rev 21:9-27; 22:1-5; Ezek 47:1-12
	River for supernatural, eternal health

	Rewards everyone according to his works.
	Is 40:10; Obad 1:15; Rev 22:12
	


 





The Mystery of Prophecy



This section contains the outlines and notes used to present a class on Matthew 24 in August, 2003.  Much of the material is taken from Parallel End Times Passages in the New Testament.  The topics are as follows:

· Introduction
· Matthew 24:1-5 – Questions and warning of deception
· Matthew 24:6-14 – Tribulation begins
· Matthew 24:15-22; Luke 21:20-24 – Antichrist & False Prophets
· Matthew 24:29-35; Luke 21:25-33 – Christ’s Coming
· Matthew 24:36-51; Luke 17:26-37; Luke 21:34-36 – Parables on timing and preparation


Personal Remarks
One of the underlying purposes of this class was to encourage the participants to relate their own experiences with personal prophecy (i.e., words of encouragement and direction from the Holy Spirit given in times of prayer and meditation) to the issues of end times prophecy.  I was a little surprised that many of the class members did not really seem to appreciate this concept.  Perhaps it’s a stretch, or perhaps they just hadn’t received personal prophetic words very often.  If that’s your situation, pray to God that you will receive this gift of the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised in John 16:13.  

Then, when he answers your prayer, be sure to write down what you receive, so you can remember and look back on it.  You will undoubtedly find, as we have, that God often fulfills these words in ways that you would not have imagined.  But recording them will build your confidence in hearing his voice, and it will prepare you to receive critical personal direction when trials come and there are many distracting voices coming at you.


Introduction

· Purpose is to explore end times Bible prophecy to see what it tells us about

· The mysterious nature of God

· How God communicates with us, which is how we learn more about His nature

· How we should respond, which is the whole purpose for knowing Him

· How we can better prepare for end times, which is the main point of prophecy

· Method

· Examine what Jesus said about end times in Matt 24 and related passages 

· Discuss principles of Bible prophecy that are illustrated

· Discuss how these principles apply to our personal, prophetic communication with God

· What is prophecy?

· A message from God, delivered supernaturally by a man, that may reveal a future event.

· Personal prophecy is similar to public prophecy.  It is one way God communicates with us.  

· Illustration

· How does God communicate with you?  

· What are some examples of supernatural communication?  



Matthew 24:1-5 – Questions and warning of deception

· Context – summary of Matt 21-23

· In 2 days Jesus has gone from triumphal entry to throwing out the money changers, to confronting the skeptical religious establishment (Pharisees & Sadducees), to pronouncing 7 woes on them and condemning them to hell.

· 24:1 

· Jesus is leaving the temple, never to return. He has just revealed the tragic nature of its content—leaders and people who have left the true purpose of worship.

· From Mark and Luke parallels, disciples are referring to the majesty of the temple buildings, representing the glory of Israel, which they expect Jesus to restore.

· The temple, representing at once the best and worst in the Jewish religion, may also be a type of the church.  While in the temple, Jesus saw it as God’s ordained design for the redemption of his people. But from the outside, he sees it as an object that is too often adored for its outer trappings rather than for what it represents.  

· What does the temple represent?  A picture of heavenly access to God for worship.

· Just as Jesus severely critiqued the religious leaders, and Paul held the churches accountable to walk their talk, so we should constantly review our religious activities to ensure they are not mere traditions of men, but that they measure up to God’s holy standard. Let us pray that Jesus does not have to leave the established church to get our attention.
· 24:2 
· As usual, Jesus responds in a totally unexpected way.  He prophesies an astounding event that comes to pass in about 40 years.  It is at once his judgment on unbelieving Israel as well as a warning to his true followers.  Nowhere else in scripture is there such a dramatic passage that is so unbelievable.  Some of the stones of the temple were 70 by 10 by 8 feet high.  The disciples must have been shocked.  Even the event itself was almost an accident.  Titus, the Roman general, had wanted to save the city and the temple, and begged the people to surrender.  When they wouldn’t, he ordered both destroyed.  The Jews themselves actually started the first fire and Roman soldiers finished the job in a frenzy, not realizing that Titus had given orders not to destroy it at the last minute.   But God’s word will be fulfilled, in spite of the intentions of man.

· Titus had ordered that 3 towers be left and part of the western wall, which still stands today. Is it possible that the ultimate fulfillment of Christ’s words have yet to occur?

· Much of Matthew 24 could be interpreted as having occurred in this same timeframe as the temple’s destruction.  This, and other analyses, has led to the preterist school of interpreting bible prophecy.  It says that all, including the book of Revelation, was primarily fulfilled in the generation after Christ’s death.  While it seems very short-sighted to us, there is actually a fast-growing group of this persuasion, particularly since the predictions about Jesus’ coming 40 years (a generation, supposedly) after Israel became a nation in 1948 (or took over Jerusalem in 1967) are not coming to pass.  Bible scholars are once again preferring to live in the past, with the certainty of a small God being preferable to the uncertainty of a big one.  This was also a popular view prior to the Jews returning to Israel. 
· 24:3
· Jesus gave general, difficult to understand, statements publicly, and then explained them to a few of his disciples later when they were alone.  This is a model for how we can communicate with him.  His words fall on many unbelieving or unknowing ears, but if we approach him privately, and with the right motivation, for more clarity, he will not disappoint us.  We may still have to stretch to understand what he’s saying, but we know that he will not withhold anything we need.
· The disciples were excited that Jesus was coming against the Jews and predicted the destruction of the temple, since it would bring him closer to establishing his own earthly kingdom.  

· 24:4-5

· Now Jesus astounds them once more.  They have nothing more to say, since what follows is absolutely incomprehensible to them and does not fit their idea at all of his quickly coming into the kingdom.  Remember, two days ago he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, fulfilling a major prophecy, which related to the conquering Messiah.  Then he tore the established religious leadership structure up one side and down the other. But now he warns them to not pay any attention to false Christs claiming to be him.  What?  How could that be possible while Jesus is going to be there for all to see, coming in his glory?  It may have begun to slowly dawn on them that this was not going to play out the way they were thinking, but there is plenty of evidence that they just didn’t get it until much later, as was shown on the road to Emmaus, where in Luke 24:25-27 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?"  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

· Historically, there were a number of false prophets who claimed to be divinely inspired or sent from God during the next 40 years. 

· This is one of the most controversial topics in prophecy. What exactly is the deception Jesus warns us about? Since Jesus’ death and resurrection, there have been many claiming to be the Christ, some deluded by demonic influences, others intending to profit in some way. Apparently some of these will be very convincing, to the point that believers could conceivably be deceived. This is hard for us to understand, and we probably would prefer to think that Jesus is addressing unbelievers or nominal Christians. However, Jesus is speaking to his closest disciples, so we should not take the warning lightly. Perhaps the deception is much more subtle than we could imagine, hence Jesus’ stern warning. The key is to watch. We must constantly be on the alert and not let our guard down.

· The rider on the white horse in Revelation 6:2 is often associated with antichrist, who is also frequently named as the ultimate deceiver claiming to be God.  
Prophetic Principles (that help understand how God communicates with us in mysterious ways)

· Type/antitype

· The temple and religious leaders as a type of what the church could become if it does not heed Christ’s warnings.  

· What are some of the antitypes, i.e., later fulfillments?  

· Pope, especially during dark ages

· Cathedrals of only architectural significance, not used for worship

· Prideful televangelists who worry more about raising money and looking good than helping people, etc.

· Preconceptions

· The disciples had a preconceived idea of what Jesus was going to do.  What was it?  How did this affect their understanding of his prophetic words?  

· What would cause someone to be a preterist, i.e. want to see everything as historical?  How would this affect their understanding of prophecy?

· What would cause someone to be an idealist, i.e., see everything as spiritual symbols?  How would this affect their understanding?

· Deception

· Prophecy is apparently intended to help guard against deception.  This seems to be a theme of Matt 24 (&25).  How does prophecy help with this?  Does prophecy also introduce opportunities for deception?  How?  What can we do about that?  

· James 1 has several warnings about deceiving yourself.  What are some of them?  How can we apply these to prophetic interpretation?

· James 4:3 says that we ask and receive not because we ask amiss.  How does this apply to asking for interpretation of mysterious passages or for prophetic direction from the Holy Spirit?

· Deception can come from how you ask questions, which may be based on preconceptions, as the disciples probably had.  Jesus was addressing their underlying assumptions, which would lead to deception.  He usually answers what we need to hear, not what we ask.  It would be wrong to analyze Jesus’ responses in terms of the questions he is asked.  Better to use his responses to analyze the condition of the questioner.

· Matt 12:23+ shows that while people who are searching for God are open to the work of the Holy Spirit, there are other, supposedly religious ones, who are deceived by attributing God’s supernatural works to demonic or natural forces.  Another, more serious, example of allowing preconceptions leading to deception.

· Plan big, start small. 

· God may show you a long-term or ultimate direction, but he expects you to take small steps to get there, since you don’t know all the details or the timing.

· Harmony

· Matt 12:25 shows that a kingdom divided against itself will not stand.  Scripture, and especially prophetic scripture, must not contradict itself.  It must work together for a common purpose.  Therefore, to use scriptures to bring division is not of God.  We must seek a higher plane where all prophetic scriptures can be understood as being part of a consistent whole.



Matthew 24:6-14 – Tribulation begins

· 24:6-8 

· There have been many wars between nations, as well as earthquakes, famines, and disease over the centuries.

· Many analysts claim the frequency and severity of these events is increasing, especially in the last century.

· Christ is telling us not to be frightened about these terrible events, but rather to see them as the beginning of birth pains.

· 24:9-11 
· Even if God’s people are called on for the ultimate sacrifice, God has a purpose in it, and it will be a witness to the world.
· We should be prepared and not be afraid, even if we are put in difficult, and even life-threatening, situations.
· Particularly challenging might be the betrayal of close friends and family.
· We must make up our minds beforehand not to fear, but to depend solely on God for direction and ultimate deliverance.
· We are warned about deception from seemingly godly people who may appear to have all the right answers.
· 24:12-14
· We should not look to others, whether they appear to be godly or not, but we should stand firm in our devotion to God alone

· Reaching the world with the gospel is a good example of the responsibility of God’s people to help hasten the coming of the Lord.  

Prophetic Principles

· Near/far; then/now

· While there is a temptation to ascribe most of this passage to the first century and say that it has been fulfilled, this is a prime example of what could be a near/far prophetic word.  Particularly if the temple is rebuilt, this could set up an even more dramatic and ultimate end times fulfillment.

· Encouragement through warning 
· As the first century Christians were able to escape the death and destruction of Jerusalem due to these prophetic warnings, so the church must be very alert and not despair if we find ourselves in the middle of unexpected devastation.  But, as in the first century, we must look for an opportunity to escape and then not fail to take advantage of it.  This is our hope—that we know God is in control of the future, and he will give us day-by-day instructions so that we may overcome the perils of the enemy.

· Type/anti-type – birth pains to represent the onset of labor, but not the labor or delivery itself.  How are birth pains like preparation for end times?  

· Overwhelming pressure, natural force

· Have to just go with it, but body wants out; defies nature; flight vs. fight

· Like a storm

· Can prepare, but most don’t and become a victim if don’t know what to expect; come out damaged through a horrendous experience, although there is a reward anyway at the end.

· If prepared, have to deal with the magnitude, but because you’ve been trained to listen to your coach instead of your own body, you just have to “breathe”; but it takes practice in class, and with Braxton Hicks contractions.

· Like other life simulations—helps prepare, then when go through real thing, can listen to the voice.



Matthew 24:15-22; Luke 21:20-24 – Antichrist & False Prophets

· Holy place – Jerusalem, temple, altar area

· Abomination that causes desolation – Daniel 9:27; 11:31
· Near – Antiochus Epiphanes 168 BC; Romans 70 AD

· Far – Antichrist – Rev 13:1-8

· Flee – Christians fled when siege was lifted briefly, after Jerusalem was surrounded; had warning; none perished; prophetic understanding leads to action

· Great distress, never to be equaled – does this contradict a far fulfillment?

· For sake of elect, days will be shortened

· Elect--Jews and/or Christians

· Far—supports pre-trib and pre-wrath views

· Jerusalem punished, prisoners taken, time of Gentiles—supports dispensational view; when do times of Gentiles end?
· False christs & prophets will show signs—miraculous, giving false hope; hired by leaders

· To deceive the elect—if that were possible—is it possible?

· Not in one place, but for all to see—far fulfillment
· Where a carcass is, vultures gather – moral decay requires divine judgment; Ezek 39:17-19; Rev 19:17-18

Principles

· Near/far – how does this help us prepare?

· Stimulates awareness, particularly parts that weren’t fulfilled

· Gives possible scenarios

· As the first century Christians were able to escape the death and destruction of Jerusalem due to these prophetic warnings, so the church must be very alert and not despair if we find ourselves in the middle of unexpected devastation.  But, as in the first century, we must look for an opportunity to escape and then not fail to take advantage of it.  This is our hope—that we know God is in control of the future, and he will give us day-by-day instructions so that we may overcome the perils of the enemy.

· Must be very careful about exact wording—same with personal prophecy; good reason to write it down and look back at the words in light of new circumstances.  Also be careful about impressions of a past word vs. the actual words.

· Has God spoken to you about something that didn’t happen at all or at least not the way you thought?  Perhaps there’s yet a far fulfillment. 

· Why might he allow this—what looks like raising expectations, only to be disappointed?

· Danger of preterists, who claim that hope deferred makes the heart sick Pr 13:12

· Deception

· James 1; 4:3; 5:7-11

· Idealist view provides help – for example, rich symbolism and typology provide supernatural insights into God’s character and workings in our lives, such as Babylon-Harlot-selfishness vs. Jerusalem-Bride-righteousness.



Matthew 24:29-35; Luke 21:25-33 – Christ’s Coming

· Views of the Rapture

· Pre-trib (prior to 7 week tribulation)

· John being caught up in Rev 4

· Christ coming for and with the saints – interval for judgment & marriage supper

· Tribulation is to punish Israel – Matt 24 tribulation is for Jews

· Dispensationalism – 70th week is Israel; Church age is over

· Believers escape tribulation, delivered from wrath & judgment

· Constant expectation of Christ’s (not antichrists ) coming

· Restrainer (believers) removed before antichrist appears (2 Thess 2:7)

· 24 church elders in Rev 4

· Mid-trib (same as pre-trib, except for following)

· Comes between 2nd & 3rd woes in Rev 11

· Last trumpet of Paul (1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thess 4:16) same as 7th of Rev

· 2 witnesses symbolize rapture in Rev 11

· Great tribulation is last 3 ½ years of Daniel’s 70th week

· Seals are not judgments, but beginning of birth pains (Matt 24:3-12)

· Seals and trumpets are not wrath, which starts in Rev 11:18

· Pre-wrath (during 2nd half of 70th week, prior to God’s wrath)

· First 3 ½ years of 70th week are beginning of birth pains (Matt 24) and 1st – 4th seals

· Great Tribulation starts with abomination of desolation (Matt 24:21) and includes 5th & 6th seals – persecution of the elect, not God’s wrath

· Rapture occurs prior to God’s wrath, which is the Day of the Lord, whose approach is signaled by 6th seal (cosmic disturbances) and begins with 7th seal which contains the last trump.  This shortens the Great Tribulation (Matt 24:22)

· Post-trib (at end of 70th week)

· Only one coming; no interval between coming for and with his bride

· Church is persecuted by Antichrist

· Believers protected from wrath; kept from (delivered out of the midst of) the hour of trial Rev 3:10

· First resurrection (Rev 20:5) at Day of Lord after Great Tribulation

· Wheat & tares gathered together at end of age Matt 13:39

· Marriage supper at end of tribulation after Babylon destroyed

· 24 elders are kings

· Elect gathered at Christ’s coming in power & glory Matt 24:31

· Near/far; dual meaning; then, not yet

	Text
	Near
	Far

	Immediately after the distress
	Soon, next
	Emphasizes importance & certainty

	Sun, moon, stars
	Mark seasons, & times; end of Jewish age; destruction of Jewish leadership
	Cosmic signs of 6th seal; Satan cast out of heaven Rev 12

	Sign in the sky
	Armies & chariots in sky prior to destruction of Jerusalem
	Signs that stop fighting at Armageddon

	Son of man coming
	Titus as God’s representative to destroy Jews
	Christ’s 2nd coming 

	On clouds
	Allusions, poetic language showing Christ on throne in heaven
	Rev 1:7

	Gather elect
	Bringing Jews and church together to carry gospel throughout the world
	Rapture

	Fig tree
	
	Israel regathered

	When you see
	Disciples would live to see results
	Believers during end times



	This generation
	People living at that time
	Generation after time of the gentiles is fulfilled, when Israel becomes a nation again


Principles

· Preparation (example of prophetic words before job-related moves)

· Sense the season

· Walk together

· Focus on God

· Be obedient

· Be ready for quick fulfillment—no time to prepare



Matthew 24:36-51; Luke 17:26-37; Luke 21:34-36 – Parables on timing and preparation

· 24:36-39 Noah took 120 years to prepare, but only had 7 days warning.  Likewise, we must look at a lifetime of preparation.

· Building the ark – the basic structure

· Pitch – filling in every crack

· Wild & domestic animals – things of value

· Family

· Noah has a long period of preparation – everything was ahead of him.  Lot was warned at the last hour – everything was behind him. It’s harder not to look back.  Better to prepare way ahead than depend on relationship with God to pull you out at the end – one that you weren’t expecting.

· 24:40-41 Women at the mill, men in the field, people in bed – all times of the night and day, indicating a simultaneous, world-wide event.

· Luke 17:31 Why is there a warning not to go back for anything?

· If this is the rapture, is there a preliminary warning and action to be taken (doubtful)

· If this is referring to judgment or a trial of some kind, then this could be protection and deliverance if we are aware of what’s coming and instantly obedient.

· 24:40-41 What is taken away and what is left?

· “Taken” is normally used to show favor on the one taken, and thus some say it represents the rapture.  It means to receive and join together, as in John 14:3 where Jesus is coming back to take us with him to our mansions he has prepared.  But the word is also used to describe Jesus’ arrest, and some say it represents those taken for destruction, as the wicked who were swept away in the flood.

· “Left” means to go free, to let survive, to let escape, which would support the interpretation of “taken” as being destroyed.

· 24:43 Who is the thief?  Is it Christ coming into the house of Satan to steal his Bride from Satan? 

· 24:44 Christ commands we “be ready”, not “get ready”.  Is there a difference? 

· 24:46-47 We should be doing the work he has assigned.  What is the reward for faithful service?  

· 24:48-51 Do we not see abuse among God’s people when we get distracted with the cares and temptations of this life?

· Luke 21:36 “Escape” is used elsewhere in the sense of not coming under God’s judgment.

How do you see yourself preparing for end times?  What are/should be your attitude and actions?





Preparing for End Times – Class Outlines


This section contains the outlines and notes used to present a class in the fall of 2003 that surveys much of the material in this book.  The topics and related articles on this site are as follows:

· Introduction
· The Basics of End Times Bible Prophecy
· End Times Views
· Avoiding the Great Deception
· A Prophetic View of Christ’s First Coming
· A Prophetic View of Christ’s Second Coming
· Major Old Testament References – Isaiah & Ezekiel
· Major Old Testament References – Daniel & Zechariah
· End Times Events


Personal Remarks
I don’t recommend trying to cover this much material in four months of a one hour class per week!  Also, note that this is just an outline in most cases.  The details were gleaned from the actual text, which is given in previous chapters. 


Introduction

Questions 

· Why do you want to study end times?

· What resources are you aware of—classes, books, web sites, TV, movies, etc.?  

· What are some of your views about how end times will play out? What do you think is going to happen in the next few years?

Objectives--be knowledgeable and open

· Know the major Bible passages and concepts about end times

· Understand how Bible prophecy works—and doesn’t work 
· Have an appreciation for a variety of popular interpretations
· Preparing for end times—personal and corporate

· Middle east setting—history, geography, peoples, recent events

· Build a notebook for future study and reference 



The following is taken from the Basics of End Times Bible Prophecy.
Why study Bible prophecy?

· At least 25% of scripture is prophetic

· Many events took place to fulfill a prophecy

· NT and Jesus referred to OT prophecy (30 direct references in gospels)

· A distinguishing characteristic of Christian religion

· Keep from being deceived in end times—many warnings Mt 24:24-25

What is prophecy?

· Hebrew “naba” to flow forth freely, as a bubbling fountain

· Greek “propheteuo” to speak for another, as a messenger under authority

· Supernatural utterance—“forth telling”; with word of wisdom, “foretelling”

· “A message from God, delivered supernaturally by a man, that may reveal a future event."

Purpose of prophecy

· to unfold future events to manifest God's power and wisdom.

· to allow those who will listen to prepare for what must ultimately happen. This can be done through strengthening, encouragement, and comfort as stated in 1 Corinthians 14:3 

· Preparation is both active (Noah, Daniel) and passive (road to Emmaus, Luke 24:25-27)

Prophetic principles

· primarily confirmational rather than directional (Agabus prophesying famine, Acts 11:27-30, and Paul’s problems in Jerusalem, Acts 21:10-14)
· fulfilled literally, but not necessarily chronologically or in the way we expect (Ps 22 or 53)
· double (or multiple) reference—then/now/not yet, near/far,  (Ezek 28 King of Tyre, Daniel 11:1-20, then 21-12:13, Rev 2-3 church types)

· prophetic perspective--sequence not continuous or ordered (Daniel’s 70 weeks)

· type/antitype (temple=church)

Why is prophecy so difficult and mysterious?

· Old vs. new testament perspectives

· Mysteries serve a purpose in God’s plan

· We learn and grow at the proper pace

· We learn to rest in a progression of faith steps

· We learn to search out the hidden things of God.

· We learn to ask the right questions with faith and purity in our motives.

· Only those wanting to follow Christ will understand (Luke 8:10)

Avoiding the Pitfalls of Prophecy—lessons from Christ’s first coming

· The Jewish leaders had a preconceived idea of how messianic prophecy should be fulfilled so their position and lifestyle would be enhanced.  Their exhaustive study of scriptures led directly to deception.

· It’s tempting to pick a specific interpretation of prophetic scripture and consider it to be doctrine.

· Many were led astray by their leaders because they could not search the scriptures for themselves.

· Some were overcome with fear and doubt when things didn’t work out as they had hoped.

· Many went from miracle to miracle just wanting to get their needs met, but not understanding the overriding significance.

· We can learn how to handle end times prophecy by learning how to handle personal prophecy.

· Example of Simeon and Anna in Luke 2:25-38.



The following is taken from End Times Views.
End Times Views 

· Figurative

· Idealist (amillennial)

· Literal

· Preterist (historical-postmillennial)

· Historicist

· Pre-millennialist (futurist)

· Pre-tribulational (dispensationalism)

· Mid-tribulational

· Pre-wrath

· Post-tribulational

Resolving the views

The typical Bible commentator or teacher often tries to determine their view on end times by applying some form of the scientific method: 

1. Observe some aspect of the universe. 

2. Invent a tentative description, called a hypothesis, that is consistent with what you have observed. 

3. Use the hypothesis to make predictions. 

4. Test those predictions by experiments or further observations and modify the hypothesis in the light of your results. 

5. Repeat steps 3 and 4 until there are no discrepancies between theory and experiment and/or observation. 

The weakness in this approach is that we tend to formulate hypotheses prematurely and, even worse, interpret observations to support our hypothesis.  The real issue is whether we even need to formulate an hypothesis!  

To avoid being deceived, we must be knowledgeable, open, expectant, and ready to recognize the events as they take place and then rest in the prophetic assurance of God’s protection and provision.



The following is taken from Avoiding the Great Deception.
Could it be possible to deceive the Elect?

· Matthew 24:24

· Don’t presume, prepare!

How can paradigms lead to deception?

· Good paradigm: 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:21

· Bad paradigms: all scripture supports doctrine (rapture example); one interpretation, many applications

· Desire to see things happen in a predictable way

Examples of deception through preconceptions

· Eve -- couldn't imagine "death" (Gen 3:1-6)

· Sarah -- wanted a family her way (Gen 16:1-6)

· Golden Calf -- was worshipped in spite of mighty signs from God (Ex 32:1-8)

· Joshua -- didn't inquire of the Lord (Josh 9:3-19)

· Saul -- gave the people what they wanted (1 Sam 13:11-14)

· Balaam -- one of the most subtle deceptions (Num 31:16; Rev 2:14; 2 Pet 2:15-16)

· Modern Israel -- experienced consequences of faith in oneself

· Job -- overcame Satan's deception through "blind faith"

· Temptation of Christ -- Jesus' warnings about deception (Matt 4:4,7,10)

How to avoid deception

· Don’t put God in a box

· Be knowledgeable but open and flexible – use our imagination

· Focus on Him, not people and events

· Know when and how to act



The following is taken from A Prophetic View of Christ’s First Coming.

Purpose: Learn to apply principles, and avoid pitfalls, of prophetic interpretation based on how scripture was fulfilled regarding Christ’s first coming.

Virgin birth: Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7

· Given to a skeptical king as a sign his enemies would be defeated, at least in the short term.

· Hard to see relevance in the context; only became clear as events came to pass.

Time of Christ’s coming: Daniel 9:25, 26

· Several interpretations of beginning and ending points; only know for sure after the fact

· Gave general timeframe so the diligent could be ready

· Example of Israel becoming a nation—what is the starting point?

Temple in place?  Malachi 3:1

· Applies to first coming since temple was destroyed in 70 A.D.

· Second coming?

Light from darkness:  Isaiah 9:1, 2

· Light & deliverance often only come from darkness & death.

· Next verses promise a Messiah who delivers Israel from enemies.

Called from Egypt:  Hosea 11:1

· Context is Israel being delivered from slavery in Egypt

· Difficult to apply to Jesus until after his ministry

Ruler from Bethlehem:  Micah 5:2

· Well-known at the time, but not applied to Christ since it was thought he was from Galilee

· We need to search out facts before applying or dismissing end times passages in relation to an event.  Don’t assume the obvious.

· Example: nationality of antichrist, identity of ten nations

Messenger to prepare the way:  Malachi 3:1; 4:5

· Appears to be second coming and final judgment

· John the Baptist fulfilled at first coming; an ultimate fulfillment prior to second coming?

Jesus’ ministry—interrupted:  Isaiah 61:1, 2

· Clear Messianic reference, but only partially fulfilled

Blind eyes opened:  Isaiah 35:5; 42:7

· Context is second coming

· Fulfilled physically and spiritually in first coming as well 

Man of sorrows:  Isaiah 53:3, 4

· Why couldn’t the Jews see this in Jesus?

Brings a sword and division:  Micah 7:6

· Both first and second coming

Triumphal entry: Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 8:2+

· Clear reference to the conquering king

· Spiritually fulfilled at first coming, not the expected national deliverance

Struck on the cheek:  Micah 5:1

· A humiliated deliverer?  Two different people or the same?

At the cross: Psalm 22; 69

· Why couldn’t they see it?

· Too painful?

Midnight in the middle of the day: Amos 8:9

· Another example of near/far fulfillments

On the third day:  Hosea 6:2

· Context is Israel being revived after a period of judgment

· Near—Christ; far—Israel’s restoration after 2,000 years of dispersion

Patterns for pitfalls—why they missed it

· Timing very general, even ambiguous; pointed God’s people to hope and ultimate deliverance

· Fulfilled partially in short run, but only completely and ultimately in distant future; may lead one to think it no longer applies because it has been fulfilled

· Counter-intuitive application using a less than obvious figure or type

· Disguised form and content intended to hide true meaning from unbelievers, and after the fact to convince them of prophetic truth

· Context may seem unrelated to the prophetic meaning

· Message goes against hearer’s own beliefs



The following is taken from A Prophetic View of Christ’s Second Coming.

Intro

· OT view of first coming emphasized grace & healing

· OT view of second coming emphasizes trial & judgment

· Gap between first & second coming 

· Provides time for those who are to be saved

· Builds perseverance, faith, hope

· Inductive study of “come”, “appear”, “reveal”, etc.  grouped into categories

Preparation

· OT – messenger to prepare the way – Mal 3:1-2, 4:5

· Prepare ahead of time; expect a delay; don’t know timing – Matt 25:1-13

· Be alert in spite of uncertainty – Mk 13:32-37

· Obey instantly – Lu 12:35-38

· Punishment for not being watchful – Lu 12:39-48

· Like a thief; unpredictable; don’t let joy be stolen – 1 Th 5:1-6; 2 Pet 3:10-14; Rev 16:15

· Be persistent – Lu 18:1-8

· Jesus is preparing for us, too! – Jn 14:3

· Seek & use gifts diligently – 1 Cor 1:7

· Remember to be alert, because of Jesus’ death & resurrection – 1 Cor 11:26

· Be blameless, w/o spot or wrinkle, refined,  holy, patient, confident, unashamed – Eph 5:27, 1 Th 3:13; 1 Tim 6:14; Jn 5:28; 1 Th 5:23; 1 Pet 1:7; 1 Jn 2:28; Rev 2:25

· How can we attain this?

· Knowledge of the prophetic word – Rev 22:7

Reward

· OT – Deeds return upon you – Is 40:10; Ob 1:15

· According to deeds - Mt 16:27-28; Rev 22:12

· More responsibility – Mt 24:45-51

· Torment & shame – Mk 8:38; Lu 9:26

· Praise, victory, hope, joy, relief – 1 Cor 4:5; 1 Cor 15:57-58; 1 Th 2:19; 2 Th 1:7-8

· Crown of glory – 1 Pet 5:4

Signs

· OT – Sun, moon, stars turning dark; clouds, quakes, fear – Ps 50:3; Is 13:10; Ex 30:3, 32:7; Joel 2:1,10,31; Amos 5:18,20; Zech 14:5

· Visible in clouds of sky around the earth, power & glory – Matt 24:27, 30; Rev 1:7

· Worldly activities continuing while godly are warned to be separate & holy – Matt 24:37-39; Lu 17:28-30

· Falling away, removal of what’s hindering antichrist, Antichrist’s signs & wonders – 2 Th 2:1-12

· Scoffers & mockers at delay – 2 Pet 3:3, 4

Glory

· OT – Rebuilds Zion; comes in glory – Ps 102:16; Is 60:2

· With visible signs; power & great glory; changed, glorified bodies – Mat 24:30; Phil 3:20-21; Col 3:4; 2 Th 1:10

Deliverance

· OT – Expecting a savior; delivers his people; meek will be sheltered – Job 19:25; Hab 3:12-13; Zeph 2:3

· Rescues from coming wrath – 1 Th 1:10 

Rapture

· Dead rise & shout for joy – Is 26:19

· In a flash; at last trumpet; dead raised imperishable; Lord will come down from heaven with loud command, voice of archangel, trumpet call of God; dead in Christ rise first, then those alive are caught up in the clouds to meet Lord in air – 1Cor 15:51-53; 1 Th 4:13-18

Wrath/judgment

· OT – Day of the Lord; fiery wrath & vengeance; destroys sinners & land; God’s people hide, are saved & divide spoils – Is 2:12, 13:6, 9, 26:20-21, 35:1, 66:15; Jer 46:10; Ez 13:5; Joel 1:15, 2:11, 3:14; Zeph 1:7, 14; Zech 14:1

· Punishes with everlasting destruction – 2 Th 1:6-9

Satan/antichrist

· Antichrist cast into lake of fire; Satan bound 1,000 years then cast into lake of fire – 2 Th 2:8; Rev 19:20

Old vs. New Testaments

· Signs – like pillar of cloud against enemies in OT, of fire for believers in NT

· Preparation in NT only – remain faithful in spite of apparent delay or trials & tribulation; persistence; sense of urgency; be proactive in fulfilling God’s purpose for our lives; leading pure, sanctified lives; constant vigilance; knowing end times prophecies

· OT enemies are nations & kings, in NT Satan is real power, with agent Antichrist

Purpose of NT prophecy

· Warning & encouragement for trials (near/far); strengthen – know what’s coming; encourage – know how to handle; comfort – know we win

Principles

· Imminence

· Allow paradox of multiple interpretations – single interpretation not required or necessary

· Focus on personal preparation, not political, geographical or physical

Revelation

· Hold on – God’s kingdom is coming

· Know what’s coming

· God is a glorious and worthy judge

· Be curious, explore the mystery, but don’t presume



The following is taken from Major Old Testament References – Isaiah & Ezekiel

Isaiah

· Prophesied from fall of Samaria (740 BC) to invasion of Judah (680 BC)

· Prosperity > self-confidence > sin > false gods > oppression of poor > ungodly alliances > hypocrisy of religious leaders > overthrow of Israel by Assyria and Judah by Babylon

· Ch 2 – nations at peace (v 1-5); mankind humbled and idols abolished at earth’s shaking

· Ch 11 – righteous judgment results in peace, even for animals; Israel re-gathered 2nd time (v 11); dominates mid-east; wars in ’48, ’56, ’67, ’73, ‘82

· Ch 13-14 – Babylon destroyed in Day of the Lord; rest for Israel; near/far fulfillment; literal/figurative

· Ch 19 – Israel defeats Egypt; through intense oppression Egypt and Syria turn to the Lord and become allies with Israel; could be during pre-trib “Peace and safety” (1 Th 5:3) or after Armageddon during millennium

· Ch 24-27 “Little apocalypse” same message as NT end times – God judges sin with wrath, but those who trust him will have peace and strength

· Ch 24 – God’s wrath on disobedient people (v 5); real enemy is demonic realm (v 21)

· Ch 25 – destroys deception of Antichrist (v 7); God’s salvation after his people have waited on him (v 9); remnant after tribulation praise God (Ch 25-26)

· Ch 26 – God’s judgment teaches righteousness (v 8-10); peace to those who trust in him (v 3,4,12); God’s people sheltered from wrath (v 20)

· Ch 27 – leviathan may be dragon of Rev 20:2 (v 1); trumpet signals return of outcasts to Jerusalem (v 13)

· Ch 61-64 – God’s judgment and protection

· Ch 65-66 – new heavens and new earth – millennium or after (Rev 21:1)

Ezekiel

· “God strengthens” in midst of defeat; prophesied in early years of Babylonian exile (593-571 BC); Jeremiah stayed in Jerusalem; Daniel exiled several years earlier

· Ch 1-24 – Judah’s judgment at hands of enemies because of disobedience

· Ch 25-32 – Judgment of Judah’s foes by God

· Ch 34, 36, 37 – Future restoration of Israel and Judah; remnant re-gathered as a united nation from many countries; surrounding nations will see Israel sanctified and know the Lord is God; near (return of exiles, period of peace until later disobedience) / far (end times, harsher judgment, but everlasting peace)

· Ch 38-39 – End times battle

· 38:1-6 Russia, Iran, Ethiopia, Libya, eastern Europe, southern Russia invade Israel 

· 10-14 to take spoil during time of peace 

· 15 great army with cavalry from north 

· 19-20 shaking, mountains thrown down 

· 21 enemy fights among selves

· 22 pestilence, rain, hailstones, fire, brimstone; Jews accept Jesus as Messiah

· 39:2-5 Russia turns back with 1/6 of army left, also destroyed 

· 6 fire on Russia and coastlands 

· 7-8 God’s name vindicated 

· 9-10 Israel burns weapons 7 years 

· 11-16 bury dead 7 months 

· 12-20 birds and animals feast on dead – Rev 19:17-21 

· 22-29 God’s restoration of Israel

· Interpretations of Ezekiel battle 

· Pre-covenant – Russia wants oil and warm water port; makes deal with Arabs; invades Israel; after victory, Antichrist makes covenant, helps Israel recover; temple built

· Mid-covenant – Roman Antichrist makes covenant with Israel; reinstitutes sacrifices; Arabs/Egypt invade Israel; Russia, fearing orient and Antichrist from western Europe, double-crosses Arabs, attacks Jerusalem and defeated

· Post-covenant – Antichrist makes covenant with Israel; conquers Palestine and rules last 3-1/2 years; conquers Russia and Asia, becoming chief prince of Meshech and Tubal; returns to establish headquarters in Russia; defeated

· End of millennium – Rev 20:7-9

· Be flexible, e.g., if you believe a Russian invasion must occur before Antichrist’s covenant, could miss covenant and identification of Antichrist

· Ch 40-42 Millennial temple

· Ch 43-46 Regulations, sacrifices, feasts

· Mentioned in Isaiah 56:5-7; 60:7,13; 66:20-23; Jer 33:17-18; Zech 14:16-21

· Could be commemorative, like Lord’s supper

· Emphasis on altar of sacrifice – no ark of the covenant, feast of Pentecost, Day of Atonement, Passover Lamb, high priest, etc.

· Reminds Israel of daily need for cleansing; gentle embarrassment, to their shame (Ez 43:10)

· Ch 47:1-12 River for healing – Rev 22:1-2



The following is taken from Major Old Testament References – Daniel & Zechariah

Daniel

· God is judge; ministered 605 BC – 535 BC; 1st group of exiles to when Zerubbabel begins rebuilding the temple

· Ch 7 – 4 beasts

· God’s perspective of nations, compared to Nebuchadnezzar’s view in Ch 2

· 3-7 1st is a lion with eagle’s wings taken off, stands on feet, heart of a man; near – Nebuchadnezzar; far – Britain & US

· 2nd is a bear raised on one side, 3 ribs in mouth, devours much flesh; near – Medo-Persia (stronger-conquered Lydia, Babylonians, Egypt); far – Russia

· 3rd is leopard with 4 heads & wings, authority to rule; near – Alexander the Great (4 generals, including kings of north & south); far – African/Muslim nations?

· 4th has iron teeth, bronze claws, 10 horns, terrifying; per Rev 13:2 it is composed of most powerful parts of other beasts; near – Roman empire; far – Antichrist, revived Roman empire

· 8 10 horns (strength & pride), 1 other (Antichrist) before which 3 of 10 uprooted

· 9-14 Destroyed along with beast because of blasphemous pride; other 3 beasts remain but without power; Matt 25:31,32,41,46; Rev 19:19,20; 20:4

· 17+ Interpretation is 4 kingdoms that will arise (but Babylonian is coming to a close)

· 21 Imposing horn makes war & prevails against saints (Rev 12:17; 13:7)

· 23-25 10 kings from 4th beasts kingdom; another king subdues 3, becoming 8th (Rev 17:7-11); suppresses saints 3½ years

· 26-27 Last king destroyed at Christ’s coming; Daniel kept matter in his heart—as we should

· Ch 8 Ram & He-goat

· 3-4 Ram with 2 horns, Medo-Persia (became stronger)

· 5-8 He-goat, smaller but stronger & quicker, Greece, Alexander the Great; succeeded by 4 generals, including north – Seleucids of Syria & south – Ptolemy’s of Egypt

· 9-12 Little horn; near – Antiochus Epiphanes (a Seleucid Greek) 171-164 BC, devastated Jews & desecrated temple

· 13-14 2,300 mornings & evenings; either 1150 or 2300 days of tribulation under Antiochus; 2300 days=3½  years great tribulation + 1040 days to build Ezekiel’s temple; 2300 years for Seventh Day Adventists predicted second coming in 1844

· 15-25 Gabriel interprets; near – Antiochus, far – end times

· 26-27 Seal up vision for future time

· Ch 9 Seventy Weeks

· Cyrus had just become king, vehicle for change to fulfill Jeremiah’s prophecy of return after 70 years

· 3-19 Recognized source of Jew’s troubles, repentance & humility required

· 24 70 “sevens” (1 week = 7 years, Gen 29:27-28) to remove 3 undesirable things & bring in 3 desirable things

· 25-26 Interval from command to rebuild Jerusalem & coming of Christ

· 7 sevens (to rebuild) & 62 sevens = 69 x 7 = 483 years

· 483 prophetic years = (483 x 360 / 365.25) = 476 calendar years

· 538 BC Cyrus decree to rebuild temple (Ezra 1:1-4)

· 517 BC Darius decree to rebuild temple (Ezra 6:6-12)

· 458 BC Artaxerxe’s decree to restore & rebuild Jerusalem; Ezra’s return (Ezra 7:11-26)

· 445 BC  Artaxerxe’s decree to rebuild city; Nehemiah’s return (Neh 2:1-8)

· - 445 BC+ 1 BC/AD + 476 = 32 AD

· 26 Seems to tie Antichrist to Romans

· 27 Final 7 years is Antichrist’s covenant period with Israel, broken in the middle, last 3½ years is great tribulation of Ch 12; 7 years is not designated the tribulation

· Ch 11 Kings of North & South

· 2-20 Prophesies actions of Cyrus, Xerxes, Alexander, line of Ptolemy (south-Egypt) and line of Seleucus (north-Syria) with Beautiful Land of Israel in between. v 17 refers to Cleopatra, daughter of Syrian king, given to Egyptian king

· 21-35 Antiochus, foreshadows Antichrist; v 32 Maccabaeans revolt

· 36-45 Antichrist (7:8; 8:9; 9:26 – same self-exalting characteristics and destruction; apostate Jew?  homosexual?)

· 40-45 Antichrist attacked from south (Egypt) at time of the end; king of north attacks him (Antichrist or king of south); king of north invades Israel, Egypt, hears of actions from north & east and moves against north & east; finally destroyed; may include Ezekiel 38&39 battle-Armageddon

· Ch 12 Great Tribulation

· 1 Great distress; deliverance promised; also called “Great Tribulation” in Matt 24:21; Rev 7:14; Michael’s heavenly war with Satan starts the great tribulation Rev 12:7-17

· 2-3 Reward of the righteous

· 4 Book of Daniel will help to increase knowledge

· 7 Time (1 year), times (2 years) & half (½ year) to break power of self-sufficiency of holy people (Jews) Dan 7:25; Rev 12:14; Rev 12:6 refers to 42 months; Dan 9:25-27 refers to half of 7 years

· 8-9 God reveals only what is needed for the times

· 10 Many refined to understand as a result of wise witnesses in v 3; Zech 13:8,9 1/3 of Jews refined

· 11 Temple ceremonies removed by Antichrist and abomination of desolation set up; 1290 days = 3½ years (1260 days) plus 30 days (perhaps for judgment of nations Matt 25:31-46)

· 12 Another 45 days (perhaps building millennial temple, setting up new government, establishing new boundaries)

· 13 OT saints resurrected

Zechariah

· Apocalypse of the Old Testament

· One whom Jehovah remembers; 520 BC – 518 BC; encouraged Jews to rebuild temple and change spiritually

· Ch 1 Period of rest before rebuilding Jerusalem; nations help but with evil intent; 4 nations that scattered Jews are cast out by Lord’s craftsmen

· Ch 4 Lampstand (Rev 1 God’s messenger Zerubbabel) and 2 olive trees (Rev 11:3-4, 2 witnesses, encourage God’s leaders)

· Ch 6 4 Horses are same color as Rev 6; black (economic disruption) and white (conquering) give my spirit rest (turmoil in Russia allowed Jews to return); charged to rebuild temple

· Ch 8 Lord returns to dwell in Jerusalem and Jews are exalted

· Ch 9 Triumphal entry, Antiochus, dispersion; near/far (sons of Zion against sons of Greece)

· Ch 10 Israel re-gathered, ruled by the Lord, enemies humbled (Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Egypt)

· Ch 11 Shepherd (Antichrist) raised up who turns on flock (Israel); withered arm and blinded right eye.

· Ch 12 Jerusalem besieged & delivered as they mourn over the one they pierced.

· Ch 13 Israel’s cleansing after shepherd smitten, sheep scattered, death of 2/3

· Ch 14 Siege & rape of Jerusalem; half taken into captivity; Lord’s deliverance; Mount of Olives split, hills flatten, river flows to east & west; nations keep Feast of Tabernacles



The following is taken from End Times Events
This was a class board exercise.  The columns “Event” and “Rev” were listed across the top of a large whiteboard.  Post-It Notes were then distributed that had the scriptures and phrases listed in the “Other” column.  Each class member received several of these.  The exercise was for each class member to look up the scriptures on their Post-It Notes and then place them under one of the chapters/events of Revelation.  We emphasized that there are various opinions about many of these correlations, and that they shouldn’t worry about having a “wrong” answer.  The point of the exercise was simply to think about the many scattered events and how they might relate.  We used Revelation as one way to organize them.  Note that the class put some of the scriptures in different places than what I had done in my chapter on End Times Events.
	Event
	Rev
	Other

	Son of Man

7 lampstands & 7 stars
	1
	

	7 churches

State of the church
	2-3
	M 24:32-51 certainty of unexpected coming; watch & pray

2 Pet 3:3-10 scoffers; day=1000 years; Lord is patient, waiting for repentant; comes as thief

	Throne
	4
	

	Scroll with 7 seals to be opened by Lamb
	5
	

	6 seals – Antichrist, war, economic disruption, death for ¼ of earth, martyrdom, cosmic signs
	6
	M 24:4-5 watch for deception & false christs

M 24:6-8 war, famine, earthquakes

M 24:9-13 persecution

M 24:29 sun, moon, stars darkened

2 Pet 3:14-18 be on guard

	144,000 Jews sealed
	7
	

	Saints in heaven
	
	

	7th seal, 6 trumpets – 1/3 earth, 1/3 sea, 1/3 rivers, 1/3 sun & stars, locusts, 200,000,000 troops
	8, 9
	Ezek 38,39 Gog invades Israel; defeated supernaturally

	Little scroll & 7 thunders
	(10)
	

	2 witnesses
	11
	Zech 4 Lampstand & 2 olive trees

Mal 3:1; 4:5 Messenger to prepare the way

	7th trumpet
	
	

	Israel (protected) pursued by dragon Satan (cast to earth)
	12
	M 24:15-20 Abomination of desolation; flee Jerusalem

	Beast – 7 heads, 10 horns; like 3 beasts; fatal wound healed; blasphemes God; persecutes saints 42 months; worshipped
	13
	2 Thess 2:1-8 Restrainer removed; rebellion; Antichrist; Lord comes to gather saints & overthrow Antichrist

2 Thess 2:9-17 Antichrist deceives unsaved; stand firm

1 Thess 5:1-10 Destruction like thief at time of peace & safety; sons don’t suffer wrath; encourage one another

Dan 7 4 beasts, 10 horns, saints persecuted 3 ½ years

Dan 8 Ram & he-goat, 4 horns, great horn destroys holy people, deceives

Dan 9 70 weeks, 7 year covenant, Abomination of desolation mid-way

Dan 12 3 ½ years of great tribulation; Abomination of desolation + 1290/1335 days

Zech 11 Shepherd turns on Israel, withered arm & blinded right eye

	2nd beast – 2 horns-lamb & dragon; forces worship of 1st beast; performs signs & imposes “mark”
	
	M 24:21-25 Persecution & deception

	144,000 redeemed from earth
	14
	

	Gospel announced by angel
	
	M 24:14 Global gospel

	Babylon destroyed
	
	

	Warning about taking “mark”
	
	

	Earth harvested
	
	M 24:31 Gathering of elect

1 Cor 15:50-58 Dead raised; living changed; twinkling of an eye; at last trumpet; stand firm

1 Thess 4:13-18 Dead in Christ & living raptured; at His coming; loud command; voice of archangel; trumpet call of God

	7 bowls of wrath – sores, seas, rivers, sun, darkness, kings of east, earthquake & hail
	15, 16
	

	Woman on scarlet beast with 7 heads & 10 horns
	17
	Mystery – religious – Babylon

	Babylon destroyed
	18
	Commercial, political Babylon

Isaiah 13-14 Babylon destroyed

	Worship in heaven & marriage supper of the Lamb
	19
	

	Rider on white horse defeats beast and kings
	
	M 24:26-30 Lord’s coming like lightning; sun, moon, stars darkened; sign in the sky

Dan 11 Kings of North & South; north invades Israel & Egypt; fights north & east; destroyed

Zech 12 Jerusalem besieged; delivered as Jews mourn

Zech 13 Israel cleansed after 2/3 die

Zech 14 Siege of Jerusalem; Lord’s deliverance; splits Mount of Olives; river flows

Zech 10 Israel re-gathered; enemies humbled

Isaiah 11 Israel re-gathered; dominates mid-east

Isaiah 19 Israel defeats Egypt; allies with Egypt, Syria, Iraq

	Satan cast into abyss
	20
	

	First resurrection of martyrs
	
	

	Millennium
	
	Ezek 40-46 Millennial temple & regulations

	Satan deceives nations & is cast into lake of fire
	
	

	New heavens & earth
	21
	Isaiah 65-66 New heavens & new earth

2 Pet 3:11-13 New heavens & new earth

	New city of Jerusalem
	
	

	River of life
	22
	Ezek 47 River for health

	Blessings & warnings
	
	






Book Summaries – H.A. Baker’s 
Heaven and the Angels and 
Visions Beyond the Veil


H. A. Baker, missionary to China in early 20th century. 
Note: These books are available at several web sites.

The following is a highlight of key points about heaven from these two works.  We should first ask several questions about such extra-biblical sources:

· Why does God speak to us about heaven?

· How do we receive prophetic words about heaven?

· How far should we go to seek them out?

· How do we validate them?

· How do we interpret them?

· How do we use them in our own life?



Personal Remarks

This doesn’t seem to have much to do with end times Bible prophecy, but when I came across it by “accident” I was so impressed that I used it in a class.  I felt that it makes our ultimate rewards very real, and that this can be a powerful incentive for wanting to focus on spiritual things and be fully prepared for the challenges of end times.



Background of “Visions Beyond the Veil”

· Adullam Rescue Mission in SW China; 6-18 yr old beggar gang boys

· They were taught the Bible; sought Christ and the Holy Spirit

· Received supernatural visitations and consistent visions

Background of “Heaven and the Angels”

· A “Cloud of Witnesses” from the past two centuries, consisting of major authors as well as testimonies received from readers of “Visions Beyond the Veil”

· Consistent with the Bible, each other, and the Adullam visions

Caught up to heaven

· Soul leaves body, is escorted by angelic guides, passes through first & second heavens to third heaven; given a white garment

· Come to the New Jerusalem radiating glorious light, adorned with countless jewels

The Heavenly Jerusalem

· Three cities in one; suspended above each other making a pyramid

· Enter through pearly gates onto golden streets; angels everywhere, praising, explaining

· Each city consists of multiple plains, in increasing glory, each one a paradise; God’s throne is in the highest plain of the uppermost city (2 Cor 12:2-4; Rev 2:7, 22:1-2)

· Each plain has at its peak a central temple from which a river flows in 12 spirals lined by boulevards on either side, and from which 12 golden avenues radiate; forming 144 wards, each having a unique but harmonized pattern, each its own paradise or park

· Paradises contain wonderful lakes, trees, fruits, shrubs, flowers, birds, animals, pets

· Buildings along the streets for temples, mansions and instruction; cities in the distance

· All is of indescribable beauty and glory

· Adullam children each had a room with a golden table, chest, chair, bed, Bible, vase, pen, book, harp, trumpet, etc.

· Saints live in mansions of glory corresponding to their spiritual attainment

· Water from the rivers of life, fruit from the trees, manna scattered all about; food and drink which enhances one’s capabilities

· Infant’s Paradise contains 57 infants’ homes in each of the 144 parks, where infants from earth are first nurtured and trained

· Additional plains outside the city

Inhabitants of the New Jerusalem

· Old and New Testament saints recognizable

· Body, or soul, is spiritual; leaves the physical body behind on earth; spiritual body is substantial, but can go anywhere instantly; male and female forms (the latter even more beautiful!)

· Appearance of dignity, charm, inward power, purity, joy, benevolence; voice soft, musical

· Retain some national/racial characteristics

· Thoughts and languages are known intuitively

· Surrounded by aurora of rainbow-light, in degrees of spiritual attainment; face must be covered to protect those of lower degree from the blinding brightness; the light of the Holy Spirit

· Ten thousand-fold increase in body capabilities and senses of sight, hearing, taste, singing, etc.; awareness of all of creation

From Glory to Glory (2 Cor 3:18)

· Saints differ in bodily glory and spiritual attainment; we start where we left off on earth

· Growth continues until the saint is developed into the heavenly image and glory of his Redeemer

· Earthly attainment typically reverse of heavenly view; meek, teachable, child-like most rapidly ascend “from glory to glory”

· Plains, mansions, surroundings, helpers, are appropriate to each person’s spiritual attainment and advance to higher levels as the person progresses spiritually

· We teach one another, and our capacity for learning is enhanced by the ministry of angels

· We are all occupied in happy service

End Times Visions – from the Adullam boys, corroboration of scripture

· Pestilence and wars

· Devil and Antichrist – young and handsome; demons follow him everywhere and obey

· Saints under persecution – had supernatural protection and power

· Final world war

· Sudden return of Christ

· Great supper of God

· Antichrist bound and devil cast into pit

· Descent of the Lord and the last trumpet

· Resurrection and rapture of the saints

· Marriage supper of the Lamb

· Books opened and day of judgment

· New heavens and new earth





Book Summaries – Jack Van Impe’s
Revelation Revealed



Revelation Revealed – Jack Van Impe – c 1980, revised 1993



Personal Remarks

I occasionally watch Jack Van Impe’s television show and have read a couple of his books.  While I don’t agree with his dogmatic position on some prophetic interpretations, I do believe he gives a lot of support for his commentary.  I prepared this material as an example during a semester when each class member was to present a summary of an end times related book.  I used the opportunity to point out areas where Mr. Van Impe takes unnecessarily dogmatic positions.  I also emphasized that, regardless of whether you agree or disagree with commentators such as Van Impe, it is very helpful to be exposed to differing viewpoints.  It helps challenge your own paradigms, and it illustrates the fact that we need to be very careful about assuming a fixed interpretation where there is not a reason to do so.


Prior to 70th Week


· First 7 weeks of Dan 9 was the 49 years to rebuild Jerusalem in 445 BC.  Then the 62 weeks or 434 years comes to 32 AD when Christ was cut off.

· Could be a major economic depression before the Rapture, as beginning of problems in the Tribulation period

· We will not experience a great revival before the Rapture.  2 Tim 3:13, Rev 3:15 indicate an indifferent, backslidden church.  Only revival is during the Tribulation by the 144,000 Jewish evangelists.

· 7 churches of Rev 2-3 represent time periods since Pentecost

· Sardis 1520 AD through Tribulation

· Philadelphia 1750 AD through Rapture

· Laodicea 1900 AD through Tribulation

Rapture

· Believes in dispensational interpretation, based on 2 Tim 2:15, saying that dividing the word has to do with dividing into dispensations.  70 weeks of Dan 9:24 is a Jewish dispensation, involving Daniel’s people and holy city, so the church could not be involved in the 70th week, and must have been raptured prior to it.

· The Jews are God’s “elect” in Matt 24:22, based on other Jewish references in that passage, such as Judea, Sabbath, and synagogues.

· Rejects post-tribulationalism because it destroys doctrine of imminence and teaching of dispensationalism.

· Mentions Rosenthal’s pre-wrath rapture theory, but doesn’t specifically refute it.

· Last trump of 1 Cor 15:52 is not 7th trumpet of Rev since there is an 8th trump in Matt 24:31.  Also, 7th trumpet produces judgment & death, but trump at rapture produces eternal life and joy

· Rapture happens suddenly, without a sign, pictured in John’s symbolic rapture in Rev 4:1, since believers are then shown laying crowns at Jesus’ feet in v 10,11, indicating they have been raised and have received their rewards at the resurrection of the just, Lu 14:14.

· Rev 3:10 implies only those that dwell on the earth, which is a term for the unsaved, will experience the Tribulation period.

· Rev 3:10 indicates church is kept from (ek) the hour of temptation.  Ek means “out of” or “evacuation”.  Would have used “dia” if the meaning is “through.”  Same in 1 Thess 1:10 to deliver from the wrath to come.  Also, 1 Thess 5:9 says we are not appointed to wrath.

· 2 Thess 2:1-5 speaks of the hinderer, which is the Holy Spirit abiding in the Church, which must therefore have been removed before the Antichrist can be revealed.

· UFO’s could be angelic vehicles, like Elijah’s chariot.  Could be used by demonic spirits (fallen angels) as well as God’s angels.  May even come for us in the Rapture, as in Elijah’s case, 2 Ki 2:11.

· Day of the Lord includes the 7 year Tribulation and the 1,000 year millennium.  2 Pet 3:10

· Rev 4-11 portrays the 7-year Tribulation, with Christ’s return in Rev 11:15-18.  Rev 12-19 depict the identical scene a second time, with Christ’s return in Rev 19:11.

· First half of 7 year Tribulation is “beginning of sorrows,” Matt 24:8; second half is “great Tribulation,” Matt 24:21

Tribulation begins with rise of Antichrist out of the EU as the leader of a confederacy of 10 nations, Rev 13:1.

· Rider on the white horse in Rev 6 is the antichrist

· Ten toes of Dan 2 and 10 horns of Dan 7 are 10 literal nations of European Union that were original members of the old Roman Empire.  Denmark & Ireland were not part of the old Roman Empire, so don’t count.  Antichrist ousts 3 of the original members and replaces them.

· Christians will absolutely not know who the Antichrist is before the Rapture, since he will not be revealed before the Holy Spirit, who lives in the hearts of believers, is taken out of the way.

· We should definitely never attempt to name the antichrist, although he is probably alive now.

· Antichrist is a Gentile because he comes from the revived Roman Empire, or European Union.  He defects from religious upbringing and promotes New Age philosophy, including astrology, witchcraft and other occult practices.

· The false prophet is the leader of the one-world church described in Rev 17.

Signs 7-year peace contract with Israel and the nations Dan 9:27

· The seven-year peace pact must be signed in the presence of the western leader, the antichrist.

Breaks covenant after 42 months Dan 9:27

· Antichrist’s breaking of 7-year peace covenant with Israel mid-way leads directly to the events of the second half of the Tribulation.

· Russia takes advantage of the opportunity to move against Israel

· Temple is rebuilt so that antichrist can sit on the throne in the temple and proclaim himself God

· Two witnesses in Rev 11:3 are Moses and Elijah, based on transfiguration passage as a picture of the day when the two witnesses will be revealed; Elijah also in Mal 4:5,6

· Agrees with others who say America is Babylon in Is 18, Jer 50-51, Rev 18

Russia invades Israel from north (Ezek 38:15, 16) at a time of peace.  Shows that Russia cannot march against Israel until a world peace contract, or disarmament program, is in effect.

· EU leaders (10 kings under dictatorship of Antichrist) march to put an end to northern army of Russia and allies (kings of south including Egypt combined with federation of Arab nations, Persia, Ethiopia, Lybia, Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine) who have invaded Israel, with whom Antichrist has a treaty.

· Rev 9:18 and other verses indicate nuclear war during the Tribulation.

· Matt 24:40, two taken, two left, refers to judgment of the Tribulation period where half of the people on earth have been destroyed.  ¼ die in Rev 6:8, then 1/3 of the ¾ left die in Rev 9:18, or another ¼ of the original population.  Thus, ¼ + ¼ = ½ die, or are taken, and the other ½ are left.

Antichrist attempts to destroy Jews Rev 12.

· But God miraculously delivers and preserves them.

Destroys world church that helped to bring him to power Rev 17:16,17

· Antichrist betrays his religious followers since he now doesn’t want to share the glory with the religious leaders, even though they have directed worship to him.

Proclaims himself as God 2 Thess 2:4-11

· Antichrist comes to Israel and sits on the throne of the temple.  

· He hears about 200 million from the kings of the east under China and remainder of defeated northern armies marching against him.  

· He is killed by Russia, but comes back to life, and is worshipped by the world.  

· The armies of the east attack and are defeated.  

· Then antichrist marches against Christ and his army who have arrived in Jerusalem.

Destroyed at Armageddon Rev 19 and cast into lake of fire Rev 19:20

· Armies of the world are gathered to destroy Israel.

· Battle is fought in valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:2), just in front of Jerusalem.  Armaggedon is gathering place.  Armies come to attack Jerusalem Zech 14:2.  Blood flows 200 miles, the entire length of Israel.  Requires 7 months to bury dead.

· Millennial temple, Ezek 40-47, is built

· There are millions of Christians still alive when Christ returns to judge the nations Matt 25:31-46, so these will find a way to survive without taking the mark of the beast.

· Bride of Christ is everyone saved from Pentecost through the Rapture.  Marriage supper of the Lamb takes place when Christ returns to earth with his bride, to be joined by the OT saints and Tribulation martyrs who are resurrected at his return.  These latter ones go into the millennium with their natural bodies, and get their glorified bodies at the end of the millennium when Christ creates all things new.

· 30 days after Christ comes are to consecrate priests

· 45 days after Christ returns (Dan 12:11,12) includes defeat of armies of the world, gathering elect Jews from 4 corners of the earth, separating the sheep and goat nations, binding Satan for 1,000 years, resurrecting OT and Tribulation saints, judging of fallen angels.

· Gog and Magog of Rev 20 are just a remembrance of the Gog and Magog in Ezek 38 & 39

Miscellaneous

· Church reigns as rulers, kings, and priests 1 Peter 2:9, Rev 1:6; 144,000 serve as bodyguards of Lamb and Bride, Rev 14:4; Gentiles saved during Tribulation are temple servants.

· Locusts of Rev 9:3 are fallen angels

· Little book of Rev 10 represents the “sweet” gospel and “bitter” judgment.

· The temple of Rev 11 is the Tribulation temple, not the millennial temple.

· The 5 kings who have fallen in Rev 17:10 are Assyria, Egypt, Babylonia, Medo Persia, and Greece.  The sixth one currently is Rome, and the seventh one not yet come is the antichrist of end times.  The eighth king of vs 11 is the resurrected antichrist.

· Rev 17 describes “Mystery Babylon,” which is the religious world system.

· Rev 18 describes “Babylon the Great,” which is the political-economic system typified by America.

· While the church (Bride) is in heaven in Rev 19, she is inspected and judged, and each of us is given wedding garments corresponding to our good works.





Afterword



Author’s Background

I have spent over 34 years in computer systems planning, development, management, and consulting. My degrees are in Basic Engineering and Industrial Engineering. 

I've been saved since 1975, have attended several large charismatic churches, and have served in a variety of capacities, including children and adult Sunday school teacher, small group leader, usher, and board member. I live in the Dallas area with my loving wife of 37 years.  We have three sons and a daughter, all married, and six grandchildren.  

I was called to an end times ministry a few years after I was saved, and have taught adult classes on various subjects. Some of the material was developed initially in these classes.  I published the first version of this material on the Web in 1996.  Probably the most significant influence in my Christian life has been the regular reading of the entire Old and New Testaments, typically once every two years.  While this has helped me maintain a balanced view of God’s word, it has also helped me appreciate the infinite richness and mystery of an all-powerful Creator whose ways are not man’s ways.



Permission to Use

Feel free to use the material in any way you see fit, as long as you identify the source.


Message to Ministers

If you are in a ministry with the awesome responsibility of teaching and preaching the prophetic Word of God, I humbly submit the following thoughts for your consideration:

· The Word is not difficult, although it is infinitely deep. Be careful of over-analysis that results in unusual or new twists of interpretations, but rather take the obvious meaning and focus on deeper insights and applications to help us lead Godly lives.

· Do not be afraid to suggest multiple alternative scenarios of end times prophetic fulfillment.  Likewise, do not feel compelled to take specific positions in areas that are not clearly defined, even if others have.

· In difficult areas of the Word, let your ideas be formed by considering the broad context and intent of related scriptures. Check yourself to make sure you are not unintentionally constraining your interpretations to conform to teachings you have taken for granted.

· Constantly call on the Holy Spirit for discernment and wisdom in interpreting scriptures.  Do not trust your own experiences, past teachings, and biases until you have received fresh confirmation from the Holy Spirit that you are walking in His light on a particular issue.  Strive to see the big picture from God’s perspective rather than from man’s tunnel vision.

· Be wary of sophisticated yet artificial systems of analysis and categorization of the Word.  These can lead to unnecessary and even harmful distinctions in doctrine that take away from the simple, pure gospel.  As much as we would like to put everything into unambiguous, mutually exclusive categories, we must not be afraid to hold what appear to be opposing views.  With patient, prayerful investigation, in time this dynamic tension between different ideas can lead to greater understanding of God’s wisdom and knowledge.

These are principles the Holy Spirit has impressed on me and that I have tried to use and demonstrate throughout these studies. If you take issue with any of these, or with any other part of my study material, I welcome your constructive critique. I commit to taking such feedback seriously and making the appropriate changes to my material. I am particularly concerned that I not make any errors in following sound, conservative, evangelical, Christian doctrine.

To those who remain convinced that a specific end times scenario is indicated by scripture, I would ask two questions:

· What is the benefit to your audience in believing that scenario?
· What unintentional harm might be done if it doesn't happen that way?
Thank you for taking an interest in this layman's material. Whether you agree or disagree, I hope it has at least stimulated your thinking. Please email me with your comments in either case at ClayWatts@aol.com.



For the End Times Expert

Here are some other questions you may have about this introductory material:

Q.
Don’t we have a responsibility to apply sound hermeneutical principles to interpreting prophetic scriptures and then determine the best possible interpretation?

A.
We do have this responsibility for scripture that is meant to establish doctrine and to instruct us through historical examples.  However, unfulfilled prophecy is exactly that—it’s not completely understandable because it still refers to the future.  Even prophecy that appears to have been fulfilled may yet have an ultimate fulfillment.  This is a difficult point for Bible teachers and scholars who have spent countless hours researching context and word meaning and applying rigorous principles of interpretation to the scriptures.

Most of the material on this site addresses this issue from a variety of perspectives.  However, the two studies, The Basics of Bible Prophecy and Avoiding the Great Deception together lay the foundation for this unusual interpretative approach.  I appeal to the end times expert to read especially the last three sections of the first study as well as all of the second.  

Q.
Why can’t we all just get along?

A.
Indeed.  The Lord’s will is for his people to be one--one body, one faith, one baptism.  His body is made up of many members, each of whom has a purpose, but who also have different personalities and experiences.  We must all learn to work together for good according to his purpose.

While there is one faith, there are many variations on how that one faith is practiced, again because of the many different backgrounds and histories.  But there is also one baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, that all members of the body and practitioners of the faith might be empowered to love one another and show the world that they are the true church.

The Lord’s will is that we all may be one, even as he is one.  His people are perishing for lack of a vision.  They need to see examples of righteous living, and they must know that they can love one another in spite of their differences.  

If you are a leader, teacher, or especially a web site author, I challenge you to help draw the body together in love for one another while acknowledging and even celebrating differences.  The Lord loves diversity and creativity, but he despises discord among the brethren.  Please do everything you can to be a peacemaker—to draw God’s people into one broad expression of love for one another, that they might be seen as builders of the one faith, and not destroyers or dividers.
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