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Illustrator CS6 Cheat Sheet (Windows)

TOOLS
Selection (V) Direct Select (A)

Magic Wand (Y) Lasso (Q)
Pen (P), Add (+), Remove(-), Convert (Shift-C) Type (T)

Line Segment (\) Rectangle (M), Ellipse (L)

Paintbrush (B) Pencil (N)

Blob Brush (Shift B) Eraser (Shift E), Scissors (C)

Rotate (R), Reflect (O) Scale (S)

Width Tool (Shift W) Free Transform (E)

Shape Builder (Shift M) Perspective Grid (Shift P)

Gradient Mesh (U) Gradient (G)

Eye Dropper (I) Blend (W)

Symbol Sprayer (Shift S) Column Graph (J)

Artboard Tool (Shift O) Slice (Shift K)

Hand (H) Zoom (Z)

Activate Fill or Stroke (X) Swap Fill/Stroke (Shift X)

Default Fill and Stroke (D)  

Color (<), Gradient (>), None (/)

Change Screen Mode (F) Draw Modes (Shift D)

*Double click Tool for Tool Alts window,*Alt Click Tool to cycle through Tool List, *Caps 
Lock changes from Tool to Cross Hair 

NAVIGATION and WORKSPACE
Zoom in , Zoom Out Ctrl-+ , Ctrl-- 

Zoom in Tool (while on any other tool) Ctrl-Spacebar

Zoom out Tool (while on any other tool) Ctrl-Alt-Spacebar

Zoom to selection (while on any other tool) Ctrl-Spacebar-drag

Change to Outline / Preview Modes Ctrl-Y

Fit in Window Ctrl-0 (& 2x click Hand)

View Actual Size Ctrl-1 (& 2x click Zoom)

Show/Hide Grid Ctrl-”

Show/Hide Guides Ctrl-;

Show/Hide Smart Guides Ctrl-U

Show/Hide Rulers Ctrl-R

Change Ruler Units Right click in Ruler

Show/Hide Panels Tab

Show/Hide Panels except Toolbar Shift-Tab

Switch guide orientation (while dragging new guide) Alt

Change Screen Modes F

MISCELLANEOUS
Decrease / Increase Brush Size (Blob Brush/Eraser/Bristle) [ , ]  (Brackets)

Erase with marquee selection (Eraser tool) Alt

Sample color from pictures, gradients etc Shift

Reset Page 0 point                                      Double Click between Rulers

SELECTIONS
Select next object below Ctrl-Click

Exclusive selection Magic Wand (Select within a selection) Alt-Shift

Lock selected objects Ctrl-2

Lock all deselected objects Ctrl-Alt-Shift-2

Unlock all objects Ctrl-Alt-2

Hide selected objects Ctrl-3

Hide all deselected objects Ctrl-Shift-3

Show all objects Ctrl-Alt-Shift-3

MOVE AND TRANSFORM
Move object in straight lines (45° angles) Shift

Move selection in 1 step increments Arrow keys

Move selection in 10 step increments Shift-Arrow key

Duplicate object while dragging with selection tool Alt

Transform Proportionately (Bounding Box) Shift

Transform from Center Alt

Transform Again (Repeat last transform) Ctrl-D

Transform only Patterns (Scale, Rotate, Direct Select) ~ + use respective tool

Scale from center Alt

Perspective Skewing (Free Transform Tool)       Alt Click then hold Ctrl-Shift

PATHS
Join, Average Ctrl-J , Ctrl-Alt-J

Average and Join at same time Ctrl-Alt-Shift-J

Switch to Convert Anchor Point Tool while using Pen Alt

Switch to last Arrow Tool used while using Pen Tool Ctrl

Change direction of bezier curve handle (while dragging) Alt

Constrain paths or curve handles to 45° angles Shift

Move anchor point while drawing with Pen Spacebar

Auto close path while drawing (Pencil, Paintbrush) Alt

Switch to Smooth Tool while on (Pencil, Paintbrush) Alt

SHAPE TOOLS
Draw shape from Center Alt

Draw with Constrained Proportions Shift

Modify Corner radius, # sides, points while dragging Up or Down keys

Subtract with Shape Builder tool Alt

Adjust one side of Width tool vertices at a time Alt

COLOR and PANELS
Replace Swatch, Symbol, Brush or Graphic Style Alt drag over item

Add Pattern Brush segments Alt drag over position

Create Global Process swatch Ctrl-Shift new swatch

Lighten/Darken Color in color panel Ctrl-drag color slider

Change Color Mode in color panel Shift  click color bar

Select Compliment color in color panel Ctrl-Click color bar
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Illustrator CS6 Cheat Sheet (Mac)

TOOLS
Marquee Tools (M) Move Tool (V)

Lasso Tools (L) Wand and Quick Select (W)

Crop and Slice Tools (C) Eyedropper, Ruler, Notes (I)

Healing and Patch Tools (J) Brush and Pencil Tools (B)

Stamp Tools (S) History Brushes (Y)

Eraser Tools (E) Paint Bucket and Gradient (G)

Smudge and Blur Tools Dodge, Burn & Sponge (O)

Pen Tool (P) Type Tools (T)

Path Selection Tools (A) Line and Shape Tools (U)

Hand & Rotate View (H,R) Zoom Tool

Set Foreground Switch Foreground (X)

Default Colors (D) Set Background

Quick Mask Mode (Q) Change Screen Mode (F)

*Alt Click Tool to cycle through Tool List, *Caps Lock changes from Tool to Cross Hair 

NAVIGATION and WORKSPACE
Zoom in or Zoom Out Ctrl-+ or Ctrl-- 

Zoom in Tool (while on any other tool) Ctrl-Spacebar

Zoom out Tool (while on any other tool) Ctrl-Alt-Spacebar

Zoom to selection (while on any other tool) Ctrl-Spacebar-drag

Fit in Window Ctrl-0 (& 2x click Hand)

View Actual Size Ctrl-1 (& 2x click Zoom)

Show/Hide Extras Ctrl + H

Show/Hide Grid Ctrl-”

Show/Hide Guides Ctrl-;

Show/Hide Rulers Ctrl-R

Change Ruler Units Right click in Ruler

Show/Hide Panels Tab

Show/Hide Panels except Toolbar Shift-Tab

Switch guide orientation (while dragging new guide) Alt

Change Screen Modes F

Switch Between Open Documents Ctrl + Tab

Birds Eye View Hold H then Click 

Rotate Canvas R + Click and Drag

Hand Tool / Panning Spacebar - Drag

PANEL SHORTCUTS
Show/Hide Brushes panel F5

Show/Hide Color Panel F6

Show/Hide Layers Panel F7

Show/Hide Info panel F8

Show/Hide Actions panel Alt-F9

Browse in Bridge Ctrl-Alt-O

PAINTING
Fill with Background color Ctrl-Backspace

Fill with Foreground color Alt-Backspace

Display Fill Dialogue box Shift-Backspace

Decrease or Increase Brush Size [ or ]

Decrease or Increase Brush hardness Shift-[ or Shift-]

Change opacity Number keys

Switch between brush presets < or >

Open Brush panel Right Click

Cycle through Blend Modes Shift-Plus, Shift-Minus

Draw straight line Shift click

SELECTIONS
Marquee from center Alt-Marquee

Add to Selection Shift

Subtract from Selections Alt

Intersection Selections (Select within a selection) Shift-Alt

Copy a selection (Move tool) Alt-Drag

Move selections Arrow tools

Feather Selection Shift-F6

Refine Edge Ctrl-Alt-R

Select All Ctrl-A

Deselect/Reselect Ctrl-D, Ctrl-Shift-D

Select Inverse Ctrl-I

LAYERS
Create new layer Ctrl-Shift-N

Create new Layer from Selection Ctrl-J

Cut selection to new Layer Ctrl-Shift-J

Select Layers Ctrl-Click layers

Change layer opacity Numbers

Move layer down/up Ctrl-[ or Ctrl-]

Move layer to top or bottom Ctrl-Shift-[ or Ctrl-Shift-]

Merge Down, Merge Visible Ctrl-E or Ctrl-Shift-E

Disable Layer Mask Shift-Click on Mask

View Layer Mask Alt-Click on Mask

MISCELLANEOUS
Photoshop Help Ctrl-/

Undo Ctrl-Z

Step Forward Ctr-Shift-Z

Step Backword Ctrl-Alt-Z

Apply Last Filter Ctrl-F

Fade Ctrl-Shift-F

Disable snapping Hold Ctrl while Drag

Cross Hair / Tool Icon Caps-Lock

Photoshop CS6 Cheat Sheet (Windows)


